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ABSTRACT 

 

 

THE USE OF CLUSTERING TECHNIQUE TO IMPROVE THE ABILITY 

OF RECOUNT TEXT WRITING AMONG THE EIGHTH  

GRADERS THE OF MTs MIFTAHUL HUDA 

SEPUTIH RAMAN CENTRAL LAMPUNG 

 

By: 

NURUL HUDA 

 

This research intended to present that the recount writing ability can be 

improved through applying Clustering Technique. The type of this research was 

Classroom Action Research (CAR) which involved 28 students in class VIII and 

was conducted in two cycles. Cycle 1 consisted of two meetings and cycle 2 

consisted of two meetings.  

This research is Classroom Action Research (CAR). The data were taken 

from the writing test to figure out the students’ knowledge in writing recount text. 

Furthermore, the writer used the observation technique to get the data about 

student’s comprehension in writing, students’ activities while writing, and students’ 

participation in the learning process. Their activities were noted by the collaborator. 

The researcher also used the documentation method to support and to obtain the 

information concerning on the learning English in general. 

The results of the test showed that there was any improvement from pre-test 

and post-test. In the first cycle the average score of pre-test was 62.47 became 

68.46 in post-test 1. In the cycle 1 the learning target had not been achieved 

because the students who got score more than 72 was under 85 %. In the second 

cycle there was any increasing from the result of pre-test which increase from 62.47 

became 77.17 in post-test 2. In this cycle the learning target had been achieved that 

was 85.71% students got score more than 72. 

 

Keywords: Recount writing, Clustering Technique, Writing Ability.  
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ABSTRAK 

 

 

PENGGUNAAN TEKNIK CLUSTERING UNTUK MENINGKATKAN 

KEMAMPUAN MENULIS  RECOUNT DIANTARA KELAS VIII MTS 

MIFTAHUL HUDA SEPUTIH RAMAN LAMPUNG TENGAH  

 

 

Oleh: 

NURUL HUDA 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menunjukkan bahwa tingkat kemampuan 

menulis recount dapat ditingkatkan melalui penggunaan Clustring Technique. Jenis 

penelitian ini adalah penelitian tindakan kelas (PTK) yang melibatkan 28 siswa 

kelas VIII dan dilakukan dalam dua siklus. Siklus 1 terdiri dari dua pertemuan dan 

siklus 2 terdiri dari dua pertemuan.  

Penelitian ini merupakan Penelitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK). Data diambil 

dari tes menulis untuk mengetahui tingkat pemahaman siswa dalam menulis teks 

naratif. Penulis juga menggunakan teknik observasi untuk mendapatkan data 

mengenai data pemahaman menulis, aktivitas siswa selama menulis, serta 

partisipasi dalam proses belajar. Aktivitas-aktivitas mereka dicatat oleh seorang 

kolaborator. Peneliti juga menggunakan metode dokumentasi untuk mendukung 

dan memperoleh informasi terkait dengan pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris pada 

umumnya. 

Hasil dari test menunjukkan bahwa ada peningkatan hasil dari pre-test dan post-test 

yang dilakukan. Dalam siklus pertama  nilai rata-rata siswa dalam pre-test adalah 62.47  

meningkat menjadi 67.7 dalam post-test 1. Dalam siklus 1 target keberhasilan penelitian 

belum tercapai karena siswa yang mendapat nilai 72 kurang dari 85 %. Pada siklus yang 

kedua,terjadi peningkatan ini terlihat dari hasil nilai pre-test yang meningkat dari 62.47 

menjadi 77.17.Dalam siklus ini target kelulusan tercapai yaitu 85,71% siswa memperoleh 

nilai diatas 72.  

 

Kata Kunci: Karangan Naratif, Graphic Organizers Technique, Kemampuan 

Menulis. 

 

 

 

 

 



v 
 

 

 

 

 



vi 
 

 

 

 

 



vii 
 

 

 

 



viii 
 

 

 

 



ix 
 

 

 

 

 



x 
 

 

 

 

 



xi 
 

MOTTO 

 

 

Say: "In the bounty of Allah. And in His Mercy, - in that let them rejoice": that is 

better than the (wealth) they hoard.  

(Yunus {10}: 57-58) 

 

Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new. 

(Albert Einstein) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

English is a crucial language that is used by many people around the 

world. In this globalization era, English has influenced many aspects in 

humans’ life. Unfortunately, there are many problems that are faced by the 

students in learning process. Most of students find difficulties in 

comprehending the English material because it’s not their mother tongue. 

Mastering English as a foreign language of course is not as simple as 

learning English as a national language. Teacher and students must be 

master and understand what the strategy that suitable to be used in English 

teaching and learning process. Learning English with suitable strategies can 

help the students to understand English material well. 

In learning English, students should deal with four basic language 

skills which are speaking, listening, reading, and writing. One of the most 

important skills that have to be improved is writing skill. Writing is 

language skill that can be used to communicate and to express with others in 

written form. As we know, writing is not easy. Among the skills, writing is 

the most difficult skill to be learned, because it needs hard thinking in 

producing words, sentences, and paragraph at the same time. Writing is the 

process of creating text. 

In the field of second language teaching, the expert says that writing 

was primarily a convention for recording speech and for reinforcing 

grammatical and lexical features of language. It means that, the researcher 

argue that writing is the most difficult skill for second language learners to 

master. The difficulty lies not only in generating and organizing ideas, but 

also in translating these ideas into readable text. 
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In the second year of Junior High School, the basic competence that 

should be achieved in the English subject is that the students have ability to 

develop and produce written simple functional text in the descriptive text, 

recount text, and narrative text. Students at Junior High School are 

expectedtto have high writing ability, especially in made a paragraph. With 

a paragraph they can express their ideas, statement, and question in written 

form. English teacher of the Eighth Grade (VIII) students of MTs Miftahul 

Huda Seputih Ramanin the Academic Year of 2018/2019 decided 71 as the 

completeness Standard (KKM). In fact, the students still find difficulties to 

make a paragraph. It can be proved from pre-survey at October, 22
nd 

2018, 

as follows: 

Table 1.1 

The Pre survey Result of Students’ Writing Recount Text  

at the Eighth Grade of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman 

No Score Category Total Percentage 

1 ≥ 71 Pass 10 36% 

2 ≤ 71 Fail 18 64% 

Total 28 100% 

Source:  Pra-suvei Result on October, 22
nd

2018 

 

Based on the table above, the total students failed category higher 

than the pass category. The student who passed for the material of writing is 

36 % and the students who include failed category 64%, with the highest 

grade 80 and the lowest grade 45 with the minimum mastery criteria (KKM) 

for English is 71.  



3 

 

 

Based on the result found, the researcher concludes that most 

students still find many problems in recount text writing. One of the 

problem in this research are the students have low mastery in writing, 

especially in writing recount text. The students are low interest in learning 

process, the technique or strategy which was used by teachers lack of 

interest, because the students fell afraid with a new language. 

Seeing from the data and the case above, the researcher tries to 

motivate students or to lead them in order to develop their writing skill 

especially recount text. Recount text is one of simple functional text that 

explain or shared about story and experiences that happened in the past. To 

write the recount text, the student must thought, memorized the even thet ever 

happened, produce word to be a good paragraph, etc. It means that, recount 

text is the text that difficult enough.  

It needs the technique that can be used to improve ability in writing of 

recount text. To modify positively the situation of the classroom and to 

make the teaching-learning process lively, the researcher would like to 

propose an alternative technique, that is the one which common known 

under the term “Clustering Technique”.  

Clustering Technique will help the students to organize their idea 

before developing it into paragraph of recount text. Moreover, the clustering 

technique can motivate the students to write and stimulus their idea also 

they can build the connection and established the correlation between 

student’s experience and new information. This technique is an effective 

tool for the prewriting stage of the writing process. 

Based on the background above, the researcher takes a title of this 

research, The Use of Clustering Technique to Improve the Ability of 

Recount Text Writing at the Eighth Grades of the MTs Miftahul Huda 

Seputih Raman.” 
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B. Problem Identification 

The researcher has stated the problem of improving the ability of 

recount text writing by Using Clustering Technique at the Eighth Graders of 

the MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman. 

Based on the pra survey result, the problem identification as follows:  

1. The students’ ability in writing recount text of MTs Miftahul Huda 

Seputih Raman still low. 

2. The students still have difficulties to express their idea, to produce 

sentences. 

3. The students are afraid in making mistakes.  

 

C. Problem Limitation 

  Based on the problems above, the researcher will focus on the low 

students’ ability in writing recount text and the difficulties of the students to 

express their idea in writing learning. The researcher will use the clustering 

technique to improve the ability of writing recount text at the eighth graders 

of MTs Miftahul Huda. 

D. Problem Formulation  

The researcher will formulate the problem as follows: 

 “Can the Use of Clustering Technique Improve the Students’ Ability in 

Recount Text Writing at the Eighth Graders of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih 

Raman?” 

E. Objectives and Benefits of the Study 

1. Objectives of the Study 

According to background of the study and problem formulation above, 

the researcher is to find out  whether clustering technique can be used 

to improve the students’ ability in Writing Recount Text at the Eighth 

Graders of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman. 
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2. Benefits of the Study 

a. For the Students 

The result of this research is as the information to apply the 

English writing effectively and make the students will be more 

interested and motivated in learning English. 

b. For the Teacher  

The result of this research is as the contribution for the teacher in 

order to apply the clustering technique to improve the students’ 

score and activity in English learning process especially in the 

students’ writing ability.  

c. For the other researchers 

This research can be one of the references for another writer in 

English teaching learning process and it is expected to be useful 

to conduct further researchers. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED THEORIES 

 

A. Theoritical Review. 

1. The Concept of  Recount Text Writing Ability 

a. The Definition of  Recount Writing Ability 

Recount writing is text to tell about the event that has occurred in the 

past. Usually, about the writers’ experience.
1
 It means that, a recount text 

reconstructs past events in the time order in which the writer occurred. It 

involves telling what happened and interpreting or evaluating the 

experience in the past. 

According to A. S Hornby, the word ability can be defined as to do 

something the fact that somebody or something is able to do something 

and a level of skill or intelligence.
2
 The word “ability” means the mental 

or physical capacity, power or skill required to do something.  

Dorothy and Carlos stated that writing is also one of the most difficult 

skills to master in both a first language and a second language. Students 

can find it challenging to find ideas to include in their writing and each 

culture has its own style for organizing academic writing 

Furthermore, According to Jeremy Harmer, writing is used or a wide 

variety of purposes it is produced in many different forms.
3
 According to 

Yakhontova, Writing is a complex process that requires a number of 

various skills.
4
 It means that writing is the most complicated skill 

because the writer must master the other skills such as listening, speaking 

and reading. 

                                                             
1
UGAMA, LOGIC: The Quickest and Easiest  Solution, (Yogyakarta: UGAMA, 2010), p.4. 

2
 A. S, Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, (New York, Oxford University 

Press, 2010), p.2 
3
Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing, England : Person Longman, 2004, p.4 

 
4
T. V. Yakhontova, English Academic Writing, (UK: University of Liverpool, 2003), 

p.18. 
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Next, H. Douglas brown stated that writing pedagogy that focuses 

students on how to waken ideas, how to arrange the coherently, how to 

apply discourse markers and rhetorical conventions to put them 

cohesively into written paragraph, how to revise paragraph for clearer 

meaning, how to repair paragraph for appropriate grammar and how to 

create a final product.
5
 

Based on quotations above, the writer can conclude that writing is the 

activity transer the information to the others in written form. ability is a 

talent or skill which is owned by a person to do activities in her or his 

life. So, writing ability is the skill to express ideas, thoughts and feelings 

to other people in written symbols to make other people or readers 

understand the ideas conveyed. 

b. The Characteristic of Recount Text Writing 

Recount text focuses on a sequence of events relating to a particular 

activity. The recount follows three steps: 

1) Orientation 

2) Series of events 

3) Re-orientation.
6
 

First, the orientation forms the first paragraph of the written recount. It 

establishes the time, setting and who or what is participating. It is 

important to include the when, who, what, and where, and sometimes 

why, to help the audience know what is we want to retell.
7
 

Series of event, in this part the students focus on supplying details 

about who, what, where and when.
8
 It means that, students explain about 

the story. The events usually started with time signals, such as; first, 

second, then, finally, etc. In the last is reorientation. It is the closure of 

                                                             
5
H. Douglas Brown, Teaching By Principles An Interactive Approach to Language 

Pedagogy, Second Edition (San Fransisco State University, Longman, 2001) p. 335 
6
Blake Education, Targeting Text., p. 4 

7
Ibid., p. 5. 

8
Ibid., 
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the events. Reorientation is optional, some text may not include this. If 

there is, usually in the last paragraph. Example of recount text: 

 

A Day Visit to Yogyakarta 

Last week, I went to Yogyakarta with my family. My father 

drove the car. My mother sat beside him. My sister and I sat in the 

back seats. 

We woke up early in the morning. My father prepared the car in 

the garage while mother was preparing food for breakfast and some 

snacks for us. My sister and I packed some clothes. After 

everything got ready and we had our breakfast, we left the house at 

six o'clock.  

It was about nine A.M. We arrived at Yogyakarta. First of all we 

visited our uncle. We stayed there for an hour. Then we went to 

Parangtritis beach. We got there at eleven o'clock. There were a lot 

of tourists because it was holiday. I saw many foreign visitors too. 

My parents watched us playing with sand in the beach. We did not 

swim and take a bath since the wave was rough. After having 

lunch, we went on our picnic to the museum and Malioboro 

shopping centre. 

We drove back to Semarang at 7 o'clock and arrived home at 

ten. We were tired but happy. 

 

Source: Let's study English! - ekansaspages.com 

c. The Language Features of Recount Text 

Language feature is a characteristic of a text, to make it is easily 

recognized, what tense is used, and so on.  

1) Introducing the participants; 

2) Using chronological conjunctions, such as; first, second, 

then, etc; 

orientation 

event 

Re-orientation 

event 

http://englishwithgalih.blogspot.co.id/
http://www.ekansaspages.com/
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3) Using action verb, such as; went, arrived, ate, jumped, etc; 

4) The important one is, using simple past tense.
9
 

It means that, before make recount text, we must know about language 

features of recount text, because the kinds of English text have 

characteristic each other. 

d. Abilities to Write Recount Writing 

Ability is the fact that somebody or something is able to do something 

or it is also called as a level of skill/ intelligence. There are some abilities 

which should be concerned as follows:
10

 

1) Content 

Content is the essential part in recount writing. Related to this 

point, students are expected to have some abilities as follows: 

a) Students should be able to write and relate the ideas. 

b) Students should be able to develop the ideas through 

illustration, facts, opinions, or personal experience. 

c) Students should be able to concern to the focus point of the 

writing. 

2) Organization 

Organizing is also important ability which should be 

mastered to write the recount text. The students are expected to 

have some abilities as follows in order to organize the recount 

writing: 

a) Students should be able to write an effective introduction.. 

b) Students should be able to draw the conclusion. 

3) Grammar 

Grammar is also the key of writing. The students should 

comprehend the knowledge about Syntax to compose the good 

                                                             
9
Let’s study., downloaded on 7

th
 April 2018 

10 Weigle. S. Cushing, Assessing Writing, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002),p. 116 
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sentence structure. They are expected to have abilities about 

syntax as follows: 

a) Students should be able to understand the word order. 

b) Students should be able to understand the phrase structure. 

c) Students should be able to understand the kinds of phrase. 

d) Students should be able to mastery the subject-verb 

agreement. 

4) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary mastery is needed in order to create 

understandable recount writing. The students are supposed to 

select the most suitable vocabulary based on the context of the 

sentences. The detail abilities about vocabulary to write recount 

writing are mentioned as follows: 

a) Students should be able to mastery the list of noun, 

adjective, verb, and adverb. 

b) Students should be able to use the plural and singular noun 

in sentences. 

c) Students should be able to use regular and irregular verb. 

d) Students should be able to use synonym and antonym. 

5) Mechanics 

Mechanics is also the significant part of writing. The 

abilities which should be comprehended by students about 

mechanics are mentioned as follows: 

a) Students should be able to write the correct spelling. 

b) Students should be able to write the neatly. 

Therefore, there are many abilities which should be comprehended by 

the students to write recount writing. All the abilities should be mastered 

and applied well during the writing process in order to write good 

recount writing. 
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e. The Assesment of Recount Text Writing Abilities 

Based on the indicators of the recount writing abilities at the tenth 

grade, Wigle elaborates based on the Jacobs’s scoring profile that 

individual writing score can be evaluated by counting up the scale from 

each writing aspect, such as content, organization, vocabulary, language 

use, and mechanics. The writing scoring profile is presented as scoring 

rubric as follow:
11

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
       11 Weigle. S. Cushing, Assesing Writing, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002),p. 116 
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Table 1.2 

Jacob’s writing Scoring Rubric 

 

Aspect Score Performance Description Weighting 

Content (C) 

30% 

- Topic 

- Supporting 

Details 

4 
The topic is complete and clear and the 

details are relating to the topic 

3x 

3 
The topic is complete and clear but the 

details are almost relating to the topic 

2 
The topic is complete and clear but the 

details are not relating to the topic 

1 
The topic is not clear and the details 

are not relating to the topic 

Organization (O) 

20% 

- Orientation 

- Complication 

- Resolution 

4 

The generic structure is complete and 

the sentences are arranged with proper 

connectives 

2x 

3 

The generic structure is complete and 

the sentences are arranged with almost 

proper connectives 

2 

The generic structure is not complete 

and the sentences are arranged with 

few misuse of connectives 

1 

The generic structure is not complete 

and the sentences are arranged with 

misuse of connectives 

Grammar (G) 

20% 

- Past Tense 

- Agreement 

4 
Very few grammatical or agreement 

inaccuracies 

2x 

3 
Few grammatical or agreement 

inaccuracies but not affect on meaning. 

2 
Numerous gramatical or agreement 

inaccuracies 

1 
Frequent grammatical or agreement 

inaccuracies 

Vocabulary (V) 

15% 

4 
Effective choice of words and word 

forms 

1,5x 3 
Few misuse of vocabularies or word 

forms but not change the meaning 

2 
Limited range confusing words and 

word forms 
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Score = 
𝟑𝐂 + 𝟐𝐎 + 𝟐𝐆 + 𝟏,𝟓𝐕 + 𝟏,𝟓 𝐌

𝟒𝟎
 X 100 

 

2.  The Concept of Clustering Technique 

a. The Definition of Clustering Technique  

Technique is method of doing something expertly or need skill.
12

 In 

other word, technique have related with approach. Technique is the 

teachers’ way to teach the students in learning process is easier to 

understand the material or subject. 

Anthony argues that a technique is implementation- that which 

actually takes place in a classroom. It is particular trick, stratagem, or 

contrivance use to accomplish an immediate objective. Techniques must 

be consistent with a method, and therefore in harmony with an approach 

as well.
13

 

Techniques were the specific activities manifested in the classroom 

that were consistent with a method and therefore was in harmony with in 

                                                             
12

A.S Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary of Current English, (New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1995), p.425. 
13

Jack C. Richard and Theodore S. Rodgers, Approaches and., p.15. 

1 
Very poor knowledge of words, word 

forms, and not understandable 

Mechanics (M) 

15% 

- Spelling 

- Punctuation 

- Capitalization 

4 
It uses correct spelling, punctuation, 

and capitalization 

1,5x 

3 
It has occasional errors of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization 

2 
It has frequent errors of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization 

1 
It is dominated by errors of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization 
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approach as well.
14

 It means that technique and method can apply 

together in the classroom when learning process. 

Based on the experts’ opinion above, the writer concludes that 

technique is the teachers’ way to improve students’ ability in the material 

at the classroom. In this research, the researcher uses Clustering 

Technique to improve students’ ability in writing skill, especially recount 

text. 

The meaning of the word “Cluster” is “kümelenme”. It is used as the 

reflection of creative thinking to the writing skill on the paper.
15

 

Clustering is related to summarize or list ideas when writing. With list 

making before writing, each learner makes a list of ideas to include in the 

writing. After the list is made then the learner attempts to organize it and 

this may lead to additions to the list.
16

 It means that, clustering technique 

have related with note making in prewriting. 

Effective note-making is a key writing skill, with a number of 

practical uses. Good note-making techniques lead to accurate essays. 

Although you are the only person who will read your notes, clarity and 

organisation are still important.
17

 Bligh states that students reviewing 

their notes in pairs do much better inrecalling information than students 

working on their own
18

. It means that; note making is important factor in 

prewriting to share their idea easier, especially for the student before 

make a paragraph. 

                                                             
14

H. Douglas Brown, TEACHING by PRINCIPLES: An Interactive approach to Language 

Pedagogy, (New York, Addison Wisley Longman, Inc., 2000), 2
nd

 Edition, p.14. 
15

Namik Kemal Sahbaz and Gozde Duran, “The efficiency of cluster method in improving 

the creative writing skill of 6
th
 grade the students of primary school”, (Turkey: Academic Journals 

Mersin University), 19 Sept 2011, p. 705. 
16

I.S.P Nation, Teaching ESL/EFL Reading and Writing, (New York: Routledge, 2009) , 

p.117. 
17

Stephen Bailey, ACADEMIC WRITING: A practical guide for students. (New York: 

RoutledgeFalmer, 2003), p.18. 
18

 Colin Neville, “Effective Note-making: Effective Learning”, (University of Bradford: 

School of Management),  Vol. 8/August 2006, p.4. 
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Alan H.Fielding stead clustering is related to classification. Both 

techniques place objects into groups or classes.
19

 Clustering is another of 

brainstorming activity, it is prewriting technique that help to writers to 

generate ideas for paragraph. Rico defined clustering as a nonlinear 

brain-storming process such like too free asociation.
20

 Here you start with 

a writing topic as a central bubble, then look for two to four related ideas 

for nodes.
21

 It is powerful technique which allows a subject, it provides  

organization to thought without slowing the flow of thoughts it can help 

the writer assess the quality of thought and serve as guide for writing. 

Kate argues that making a clustering diagram is really just another 

kind of list, but one that develops into little clusters of like-minded 

ideas.
22

 Clustering is an open-ended, nonlinear form of shorting ideas. It 

is a visual structuring of concepts, events, and feelings. Durukafa stated, 

while forming the cluster, we begin to write without searching for answer 

to the questions like what, where, who, when, how.
23

 

Clustering means put words into groups. Each group, or cluster, has a 

number of words that are related to each other.
24

It means that, this 

technique where the writers map out their thinking using circles and lines 

to display, “branches” of their ideas, for example: 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
19

Alan H. Fielding, Cluster and Classification Techniques, ( New York: Cambridge 

university press, 2007), p. 3 
20

Jeanni L. Steele and Patty Steele, “The Thinking Writing Connection”, (University of 

Northern Iowa: The Berkeley ElectronicPress, 1991), Vol.32/Issue 1, p.42. 

21
Andrew P. Johnson, Teaching Reading and Writing: A Guidebook  for Tutoring and 

Remediating Students, (New York: A Division of Rowman & Littlefield Publisher, Inc, 2008), 

p.190. 
22

Kate Grenville, WRITING FROM START TO FINISH: A Six-Step Guide, (Australia: 

Allen&Unwin,2001), p. 11. 
23

Namik Kemal Sahbaz and Gozde Duran, The Efficiency., p.705 
24

Humbold State University, California, www.humboldt.edu.com downloaded on 7
th
 

February 2016. 

http://www.humboldt.edu.com/


16 

 

 

Figure 1 

The Example of Clustering Technique 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. The Principle of Using Clustering Technique 

Clustering technique use of a pictogram to show the relationship and 

ordering of ideas. Major supporting ideas are connected to the central 

thesis by lines and cicles, minor supporting detail are likewise joined to 

each circle containing one of the major details. 

Clustering is a type of prewriting that allows you to explore many 

ideas as soon as they occur to you. Like brainstorming or free 

associating, clustering allows you to begin without clear ideas.
25

 

Applying clustering technique in writing paragraphs is like the process 

of classification or grouping, between do by analyze and elaborate part 

based on the case. When the writers cluster, they use a series of circles 

and connecting lines. 

 

 

 

                                                             
25

Melanie Dawson and Joe Essid, “Prewriting”, downloaded on 7
th
 February 2016. 

Daily 

life 

 

Working 

- Co-workers 

- E-mail 
- Coffee break 

- Meetings 

- Write report 

- phone 
 

Before 

working 

Meals 

- Get up 
- Shower 

- Dress 

- breakfast 

 

- Breakfast 

- Snack 

- Lunch 

- Dinner 

exercise 

- Walk before work 

- Gym after lunch 
- Soccer on 

Saturday 
Source: University Humboldt 
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c. The Advantages of Using Clustering Technique 

Clustering technique is known as a useful technique to help and guide 

students in generating their ideas in writing a paragraph, especially in 

writing recount text. Clustering technique is a good technique that can be 

applied in writing recount text. The use of clustering technique in writing 

recount text gives some advantages. 

The advantages of using clustering technique are, first, this technique 

is helpful for the students to develop and organize their ideas 

systematically. This technique also encourages them to think in English 

because it can stimulate them to deliver their ideas in written form. 

Second, by using clustering technique students will be motivated to write 

a good paragraph, especially recount text. Third, clustering technique can 

clearly show what the students think. So, their ideas will appear clearly. 

Fourth, this technique is easy to be applied by the teacher.  Fifth, the 

students easily remember the material, because this technique can 

stimulate the student to think and generating ideas about the material. 

 

3. The Use of Clustering Technique to Improve The Ability of Recount 

Writing Text 

The teacher can give an example form of clustering technique easily 

because clustering technique use of a pictogram to show the relationship and 

ordering of ideas. 

Major supporting ideas are connected to the central thesis by lines and 

circles, minor supporting detail are likewise joined to each circle containing 

one of the major details. Here is a “cluster” that illustrates the way some of 

the ideas might be joined. A cluster is a picture how an essay could be 

develops around logical points of discussion in paragraphs. 

a. The Procedures of Clustering Technique  

Following a clustering technique learned from the writing process. 

First, at the planning stage, the teacher designed the lesson plans and 

instructional materials.  
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Second, at the implementation stage, the teacher introduced the genre 

of topic recount text. This activity required the teacher to provide a good 

sample of topic recount text and explained the structure of it.  

Concerning the technique of clustering, the teacher needs to introduce 

it as a pre-writing activity and give practice to the students in generating 

ideas through clustering. The steps to practice this technique in the 

classroom are: 

1. In her teaching, the teacher asks them about their daily 

activities and recount text e.g. “Do you know recount text?”  

2. Teacher asks question related to the material they will learn 

e.g. “Do you like holiday? What are you doing in holiday? 

Etc. and choose one topic idea.” (Prewriting / 

constructivism).  

3. The teacher gave practice to the students on generating 

ideas. 

Through clustering for a target topic, tell them that clustering 

technique would help them in generate ideas when they started to write. 

Teacher write the topic idea at the center of whiteboard, also the teacher 

write the answer from the students on the whiteboard. Teacher Circle the 

nucleus and let connections flow, writing down each new word or phrase 

that comes to mind of the students, circling it, and connecting it with a 

line. Attach to the nucleus each word that seems like an entirely new 

direction. But don't get hung up on which words connect to what. The 

idea is to let thoughts run quickly without editing, censoring, or worrying 

about proper sequence. 

Continue adding to the cluster if teacher feel there is more to explore, 

but teacher can start writing anytime when the student give their idea 

about the topic. Refer to the cluster to stimulate thoughts as teacher write 

(writing, drafting and revising).  
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4. Teacher asks the student to make recount text about the topic 

individually. 

5. Teacher moves among the students to control their activities and 

help them if it is necessary. 

6. Teacher asks the students to revise / rewrite their writing to get the 

better result (paragraph). 

7. Teacher collects their work. 

8. Teacher asks students about what they have learned that day 

(reflection). 

 

The clustering technique is the easy way to generate the students’ 

idea. That is why the researcher will apply this technique in teaching 

recount text to influence students’ recount text writing ability.
26

 

Just go ahead and write whatever students feel like. Do not worry 

about mechanics. Just let thoughts flow into the paper. The writing that 

comes out of a clustering exercise is often very well organized and 

focused, right down to an introduction till conclusion. 

B. Action Hypothesis 

Based on the frame of theories and assumption the researcher formulates the 

hypothesis as follow: 

Using clustering technique can be improved the recount writing ability of the 

eight grades student of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman. 

 

                                                             
26

Alan H. Fielding, Cluster and Classification Techniques, ( New York: Cambridge 

university press, 2007), p. 3. 



 

 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

 This chapter deals with the discussion about the research methodology. The 

topics that are discussed in this chapter are object of the study, setting of the 

research, subject of the research, action plan, data collection method, data analysis 

technique and indicator of success. 

A. Setting and Subject of The Study 

MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman is located in Rama Guna, Center 

Lampung. It was established on 1989. The total of the students in the MTs Miftahul 

Huda Seputih Raman in Academic Year 2018/2019 are: 

1. The Seventh Graders  = 29 students 

2. The Eighth Graders  = 28 students 

3. The Ninth Graders  = 17 students 

Total    = 74 students 

The subject of this research is VIII students of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih 

Raman Center Lampung. That is based on pre survey and interview with the 

English Teacher of VIII grader at MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman.  

 

Table 1.3 

The Subject of the Research 

No Grade  

Sex 

Total 

Male Female 

1 VIII 12 16 28 

Source: Document of the MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman 

B. Research Procedure 
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This kind of the research is Classroom Action Research (CAR). Classroom 

Action Research (CAR) is a method for improving and modifying the working 

system of a classroom in school.
27

 It means that action research is a research that is 

used to investigate and evaluate their work in teaching and learning with the aim of 

collecting information about what they want.  

Furthermore, Classroom Action research is about working towards practical 

outcomes, and also about creating new forms of understanding, since action without 

understanding is blind, just as theory without action is meaningless.
28

 It means that, 

classroom action research is a form of enquiry that enables practitioners 

everywhere to investigate and evaluate their work in the class. This research is a 

collaborative study.   

From some opinion above, it can be concluded that Classroom Action 

Research (CAR) is an obvious research that is used to investigate and evaluate their 

work in teaching and learning process in the classroom.  

In this research, the researcher would like to hold the research in two cycles. 

The cycle consists of planning, action, observing, reflecting. The researcher used 

cycle of Classroom Action Research (CAR) by Jean McNiff and Jean Whitehead 

like the figure below:
29

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 

                                                             
27

Gary Anderson with Nancy Arsenault, Fundamental of Educational Research, (USA: 

Falmer Press, 2005), p.261. 
28

Valsa Koshy, Action Researh for Improving Practice, (London: Paul Chapman Publshing, 

2005), p.8 
29

Jean Mcniff & Jean Whitehead, Action Research: Principles and Practice, (New York: 

RoutledgeFalmer, 2002), Second Edition, p.40. 



22 
 

 
 

 

 

The cycle of the Classroom Action Research (CAR) 

The implementation of this classroom action research (CAR) in general 

consists of four they are; planning, implementation, observation and reflection. If 

the first cycle failed, and that cycle must reviewed be again in the second cycle.  It 

is illustrated like these procedures as follow:  

a. Cycle I  

1) Planning 

Planning is the first stage which must be passed in each activity. 

Researcher explain about what, why, when, where, who, and doing action.”
7
 

Without planning, the researchers’ activity will not be focus. Here is step 

that the writer can make in planning:  

a) The researcher prepares the lesson plan (RPP) about material that 

will be conduct use Clustering Technique by guiding and 

consideration from the English Teacher at the Eighth Grade (VIII) at 

MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman 

b) The researcher prepares media that will use; handout, pictures about 

the Recount Text. 

c) The researcher prepares research instrument, such as; observation 

sheet, score sheet. 

                                                             
7
ibid, p. 17. 

CAR Model Jean McNiff 
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d) The researcher prepares the students’ task by English teacher’s 

consideration with consideration from the English Teacher. 

2) Action  

This activity is the implementation of learning activities that have been 

prepared in the planning. “It is the realization from the planning that the 

researcher has made.”
8
 Without the action, the planning is just imagination 

that never is real. 

The process followed the sequence of activities contained in the learning 

scenario. Here are the steps that the researcher does in the action: 

a) Pre teaching activities 

(1) Greetings, Apperception. 

(2) Checking the attendant list. 

(3) Giving information about the material (recount text). 

b) While teaching activities 

(1) The researcher writing the material about holiday or daily 

activities. 

(2) The researcher asks the students to comprehend the recount text. 

(3) The researcher teaches about the recount text; explain about 

Generic Structure, and Language Features. 

(4) The researcher explains about clustering and gives an example 

how to apply clustering technique in recount text. 

(5) The researcher gives a topic and asks the student make cluster use 

the topic. 

c) Post teaching activities  

(1) Evaluate with the student. 

(2) The researcher reviews the material. 

(3) Closing. 

3) Observation  

                                                             
8
Ibid., p. 18. 
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Observation is the activity of documenting everything associated 

with implementation. Observations were carried out using an observation 

sheet has been prepared by researchers and conducted every hour lessons. 

The researcher observed the students’ learning activity in the classroom 

such as; class situation, students’ response using observation sheet. 

Identify the students’ achievement in learning recount text by giving test 

after CAR in Cycle I. The researcher calculates the students’ improved 

score test before CAR and test after CAR. It is to know how far the 

students’ understood about the using of Clustering Technique in Writing 

Recount Text. 

4) Reflecting   

Reflection is an activity to analyze, understand, and make conclusions 

based on observations and field notes. Reflection is done by analyzing 

the results of tests and observation, and it is used as the basis for 

improvements in the next cycle. It means if from cycle 1 has failed in 

cycle 2 must reviewed. 

b. Cycle 2 

If from cycle I, there are some students are not success, so the writer 

must conduct cycle 2. The result in cycle 1 is for evaluation material and 

for reflection to the second research. The minimum cycle in Classroom 

Action Research (CAR) is two cycle. If from cycle 2 all of the students 

were successful, the cycle able to be stopped until cycle 2 only. The 

procedures of the research are: 

a. Planning 

1) The researcher identifiess the problem and found the problem 

from the reflection result in cycle I. 

2) The researcher discusses with the teacher about obstacles in 

students’ learning activity. 
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3) The researcher revises lesson plan (RPP) with consideration from 

the teacher. 

4) The researcher prepares and modifies the material with clustering 

technique. 

b. Action 

1) The researcher teaches the student about recount text according to 

new lesson plan (RPP). 

2) The researcher modifies clustering technique by giving the 

meaning of keyword and getting students to bring dictionary. 

c. Observing 

       In this step, the researcher observes the students’ learning activity 

in the classroom such as; class situation, learning process, activeness. 

The student given the test after CAR in cycle II, then the teacher 

calculates improved score test after cycle I and score test after cycle II. 

d. Reflecting  

In this step, the researcher analyzes the result of the action. By 

reflecting, the researcher will know the strength and weakness of action 

the researcher compares the score distribution of pretest and post-test. 

The researcher will review and reflect on the students’ activity and 

teacher performance whether it’s positive or negative. If in the second 

cycle the result is satisfied, the researcher will not continue to the third 

cycle. While, if in the second cycle is unsatisfied, the researcher will 

continue it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

 
 

C. Data Collection Method  

In collecting the data, the researcher applied some methods as follows: 

a. Test  

In educational research achievement tests are most commonly used.
30

 The 

writer uses test to get data result of students’ writing recount text. The result of 

this test is students’ recount paragraph based on the topic given by the teacher. 

The aim of this test is to measure the students’ ability in writing recount text 

based on the topic. These tests are of two types there are: 

1) Pre- test 

Pre-test focuses on assessing the level of a variable before 

application of the experimental intervention (or independent 

variable).
31

The researcher will give the students pretest at the first 

meeting. The kind of test is essay form.  

2) Post–test 

  Post-test is conducted to assess the effectiveness of the 

independent variable.
32

 The post-test will be done after the treatment, 

after having the treatment; the student will have a posttest. The form 

and the procedure of the post-test are the same as pretest. 

b. Observation  

The research will take field notes on the behavior and activities of 

individuals at the research site. Observation is a basic method for obtaining 

data in Classroom Action Research. Observation plays an important part in any 

kind of data-gathering and most action research project use this as an 

instrument.
33

 In this research, the researcher will directly organize observation 

in the field research; the researcher looking for the information that related the 

                                                             
30

Yogesh Kumar Singh, Fundamental of Research Methodology and Statistic, (New Delhi: 

New Age International, 2006),  p. 209. 
31

Geoffrey Marczyk, Essentials of Research Design and Methodology, (Canada: New Jersey, 

2005), p. 187 
32

Ibid ., 
33

Valsa Koshy, Action Researh for Improving Practice, (London: Paul Chapman Publshing, 

2005), p.98. 
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students’ writing in that school and the researcher will take the data of the class 

VIII. 

c. Documentation 

Documentation is a tool to collect some information in the form of 

written source or document such as books, magazines, daily notes, etc.  

Documents can often provide relevant evidence and are very useful for 

constructing the whole picture.
34

 The researcher uses to documentation obtain 

data about state of students, the history of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih 

Raman, state of the environment, the state of teachers, staff and 

organizational structure, and geographical condition school. Moreover, the 

researcher use documentation about archives planning learning activity and 

the results of students’ activity, and use document in the pictures form to 

prove about students’ picture during learning process. 

d. Interview 

The researcher interviews the teacher before applying Classroom Action 

Research (CAR). The main purpose of conducting interviews is to gather 

responses which are richer and more informative than questionnaire data.
35

 

The question of interview is made based on the general description about 

process teaching and learning activity such as; the students’ difficulties in 

writing learning activity, the students’ score in writing activity, and the 

method usually applied in classroom when writing learning activity. It is also 

done to know the teacher’s reaction of using clustering technique in writing 

recount text after Classroom Action Research. 

 

 

 

 

D. Data Analysis Technique 

                                                             
34

Ibid., p.96. 
35

Ibid., p.92. 
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Data analysis will be conducted step by step the average score of the 

pretest and post-test. Furthermore, to know the gain, the researcher will 

compare between pretest and post-test. 

The formula to get the average as follow:
36

 

N

X
M




 

Note: 

M  = Average/ Mean  

X  = Total of Score 

N  = Total of Students. 

 

In gaining the class percentage which pass the Minimum Mastery Criteria 

(KKM) 71, uses the formula:
37

 

%100X
N

F
P 

 

Note:  

P = The class percentage 

F = Total percentage score 

N = Number of the students 

                                                             
36

Yogesh Kumar Singh, Fundamental of Research Methodology and Statistic, (New Delhi: 

New Age International, 2006),  p. 296. 
37

Ibid., p. 278. 
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Next, step the researcher identifies the improving score on students’ 

recount text writing from pre-test up to post-test score in cycle I and cycle II. 

The researcher uses the formula:38 

%100
1

X
y

yy
P




 

 

Note: 

P =Percentage of Students’ 

Improved 

y = Pre-test result 

y1 = Post-test 1 

 

 

E. Indicator of Success 

The using of Clustering Technique to improve Writing Recount Text can 

say successful if: 

1. Percentage of students’ activity improved in every cycle, and 

reached high predicate or ≥ 80% from Minimum Mastery Criteria 

(KKM) 71. 

There are improving average score in every cycle. 

  

                                                             
38

David E. Meltzer, The Relationship between Mathematics Preparation and Conceptual 

Learning gains in Physics: A Possible Hidden Variable in Diagnostic Pretest Scores, (Jowa 

Department of Physics and Astronomy, 2008), p. 3. 



30 
 

 
 

CHAPTER IV 

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH AND INTERPRETATION 

 

A. Result of the Research  

1. Description of The Research Area  

a. The History of MTs Miftahul Huda 

MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman is located on Jl. Rama Gunawan, 

Rama Gunawan Village, Seputih Raman and Central Lampung. It was built in 

1989. This following information is the school identity.   

1) Name    : MTs Miftahul Huda  

2) School status   : Swasta 

3) NPSN   : 10813324 

4) NSS/NDS   : 212180216205 

5) Address   : Rama Gunawan 

District    : Rama Gunawan village 

City   : Seputih Raman, Central Lampung 

Province   : Lampung 

6) Zip code   : 34155 

7) Accreditation    : B 
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b. Vision and Mission of MTs Miftahul Huda 

1) Vision of MTs Miftahul Huda is:“Madrasah Tsanawiyah who excel in 

achievement based on the value of faith and piety”. 

2) Mission : 

a) Implement the learning and guidance effectively so that every day 

students develop optimally in accordance with the potential they 

have. 

b) Growing spirit of excellence intensively to all madrasah citizens. 

c) Create a healthy competition climate in achieving achievement to 

all madrasah students. 

d) Growing appreciation and practice of Islamic religious teachings as 

well as national culture so as to be part of the pattern of daily 

behavior. 

e) Encourage and help each student to recognize his or her potential 

so that it can be developed optimally.  
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c. Organization Structure of MTs Miftahul Huda 

The organization structure of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020 is drawn as follows: 

Figure 3 

The organization structure of MTs Miftahul Huda  

 

  

Headmaster 

Samiun, S.Pd.I 

Vice-Headmaster of Curiculum 

Riyanti, S.Pd 

Treasurer 

Erfandi, S.Pd.I 

 

 

Commite 

Rizal M Noor, M.Ag 

Operator 

Yudi Prayoga, S.Pd 

Head of Library 

Nurul Halimah, S.Pd.I 

 

Head TU 

Dwi Hariyawan, S.Pd 

Teacher 

1. Puji Prasetyowati, S.Pd.I 

2. Narda, S.Pd.I 

3. Yahya Sutarman, S.Pd 

4. zulfatu Fitria, S.Pd.I 

5. HarnowoSey, M.Pd.I 

6. Supriyati, S.Pd.I 

7. Suratman 
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d. The Condition of the Teacher and Officer  

The table bellow shows the condition of the teachers and officers of MTs 

Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in academic year 2019/2020. 

Table 2.1 

Total of teachers and officers in MTs Miftahul Huda  

No. Status 
Gender 

Male Female 

1 Civil Servant Teacher 0 1 

2 Honorary Teacher 8 4 

Total 8 5 

Source: Documentation of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020. 

 

 Based on the table above, it could be seen that the total of the teachers of 

MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman are 13. They are consisting of 8 male 

honorary teacher, 1 female Civil Servant teachers and 4 female honorary 

teachers. 

e. The Students in MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman 

The total of the students in MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020 can be seen as follow:  
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Table 2.2 

Total of students in MTs Miftahul Huda 

No. Grade 
Gender Religion 

Male Female Islam 

1 VII 10 19 29 

2 VIII 13 15 28 

3 IX 9 8 17 

Total 32 42 74 

Source: Documentation of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in academic year 

2019/2020 

 

In short, the total of students in MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020 is 74 persons. Students of grade VII consist of 29 

students. Students of grade VIII include 28 students. While, students of grade 

IX consist of 17 students.  

f. The Condition of the Structure and Infrastructure  

 Junior Islamic High School Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman has the suit 

facilities to support both the learning activity and extracurricular program. It 

provides some extracurricular such as: OSIS, PASKIBRA, PRAMUKA and 

Sport program. Specifically, the infrastructure and facilities in MTs Miftahul 

Huda Seputih Raman as follows: 
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Table 2.3 

Infrastructure in MTs Miftahul Huda 

No Rooms Total 
Condition 

Good Fair Poor 

1 Classroom 3 3 - - 

2 Teacher’s room 1 1 - - 

3 
Headmaster’s 

Room 
1 1 - - 

6 Library 1 1 - - 

7 Health Unit 1 1 - - 

8 Computer Laboratory 1 1 - - 

10 Teacher’s Toilet 1 1 - - 

11 Student’s Toilet 3 3 - - 

12 Kitchen 1 1 - - 

Source: Documentation of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020 

 

 

Table 3.1 

Facilities in MTs Miftahul Huda 

No Things Total 
Condition 

Good Fair Poor 

1 Computer 3 3 - - 

2 Handy came 1 1 - - 

3 Tape Recorder 1 1 - - 

4 Sound System 1 1 - - 

5 Laptop 1 1 - - 

6 Printer 2 1 - - 

9 Microphone 2 1 - - 

10 Projector 1 1 - - 

Source: Documentation of MTs Miftahul Huda Seputih Raman in 

academic year 2019/2020 
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2. Description of the Research Result  

 This research was classroom action research which was conducted in two 

cycles. Each cycle consisted of planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. 

While for the acting, the researcher conducted this research by using 

clustering technique in four meetings in cycle 1 and 2. The researcher took 2 

x 40 minutes in each meeting. The details were explained in following 

description. 

a. Cycle 1  

1) Planning  

 In this step, the researcher found that the students have some 

problems which made them having low skill in writing recount. It was 

proven by their pre-survey result. This is why the researcher arranged 

a lesson plan which was used in teaching and learning process. Then, 

the researcher decided to apply an appropriate technique to solve the 

students’ problem. It was clustering technique. The researcher also 

prepared the observation sheet. The observation sheet was filled by 

collaborator, the English teacher, to monitor the students’ activities in 

learning process. 

2) Acting  

 Cycle 1 began on Monday, november 25 at 10.30 am until 

11.50. The researcher gave to know the students that the researcher 

would do a research in their class. The schedule of action in cycle 1 

was shown in the following table. 



37 
 

 
 

Table 3.2  

The schedule of Action in cycle 1 

Meeting  Day, Date Time Activities 

1
st
 Monday, november 

25, 2019 

10.30-

11.50 

Giving pre-test 

2
nd

 Tuesday, november 

27, 2019 

10.30-

11.50 

Doing action by using 

clustering technique 

In the first meeting, the researcher conducted a pre-test to all of 

the students, which had to be done individually. The topics in the 

pretest were their own recount, entitled “Holiday”. It was based on their 

own experiences. The researcher informed that this is to know the 

students’ writing skill before the action was begun. The score could be 

seen at the table below:  

Table 3.3  

The students’ result in Pre-test  

No Name Score  No Name  Score  

1 AAS 65 15 KW 55 

2 AJ 63 16 LB 50 

3 AA 55 17 LNF 70 

4 AM 55 18 MIM 50 

5 AIU 55 19 MK 53 

6 DLW 60 20 RAP 53 

7 ENR 72 21 RUA 70 

8 FA 68 22 RA 65 

9 FP 55 23 RMS 55 

10 FAS 75 24 SNH 60 

11 ISA 58 25 TAM 73 

12 IAS 50 26 VA 55 

13 JPW 71 27 WD 78 

14 KM 50 28 YIR 60 

TOTAL 1749 

AVERAGE 62.47 
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Table 4.1 

Distribution of Students’ score in Pre-test 

Score  Frequency  Percentage  

50-53 6 21% 

54-58 8 29% 

59-63 4 14% 

64-68 3 11% 

69-73 5 18% 

74-78 2 7% 

Total  28 100% 

 

Based on the table above, it can be said that the students’ skill in 

writing recount was still poor. From the result of pre-test, the average 

of the score was 62.47 and the highest score was 78. Therefore, the 

result was not satisfying and needed an improvement much. It was the 

best reason for the researcher to improve the students’ skill by using 

clustering technique. 

The cycle 1 was begun in the first and second meeting. The 

treatment was given in the second meeting by using clustering 

technique. In the second meeting, the students were performed the 

post-test 1. The theme in post-test 1 was “Daily Activity”. Moreover, 

the students should write their own recount by using clustering 

technique as it ever given in the treatment of the second meeting. The 

students’ score of the post-test 1 can be seen as follow:  
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Table 4.2  

The students’ result in post-test 1 

No Name Score  No  Name  Score  

1 AAS 77 15 KW 68 

2 AJ 70 16 LB 80 

3 AA 60 17 LNF 75 

4 AM 60 18 MIM 63 

5 AIU 63 19 MK 60 

6 DLW 70 20 RAP 58 

7 ENR 78 21 RUA 75 

8 FA 75 22 RA 78 

9 FP 69 23 RMS 60 

10 FAS 80 24 SNH 65 

11 ISA 61 25 TAM 75 

12 IAS 55 26 VA 58 

13 JPW 82 27 WD 81 

14 KM 58 28 YIR 63 

TOTAL 1917 

AVERAGE 68,46 

 

Table 4.3 

Distribution of Students’ score in Post-test 1 

Score  Frequency  Percentage  

55-58 4 14% 

59-63 8 29% 

64-68 2 7% 

69-73 3 11% 

74-78 7 25% 

79-81 4 14% 

Total  28 100% 
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Based on the table above, it can be seen that 18 students (64%) 

were not gained the goal and 10 students (36%) were gained the goal. 

The result explained that it higher than the result of pre-test, but it was 

not improving much. In short, the second cycle should be conducted.  

3) Observing  

 In each meeting in this cycle 1, the researcher and the 

collaborator, the English teacher of the class, were being a team work. 

The collaborator had observed the students’ activities during the 

teaching and learning process.  

Table 5.1  

The Students’ Activities Result in Cycle 1 

No 
Name 

Indicators 

1 2 3 4 

1 AAS √ √  √ 

2 AJ √ √ √  

3 AA √ √   

4 AM √ √ √  

5 AIU √ √   

6 DLW   √ √ 

7 ENR √ √ √  

8 FA √ √  √ 

9 FP √ √  √ 

10 FAS √ √   

11 ISA √ √   
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Indicators:  

1. The students pay attention to the teacher explanation. 

2. The students ask/answer question. 

3. The students do the task. 

4. The students active in the class. 

 

 

12 IAS √ √ √  

13 JPW √ √ √ √ 

14 KM   √ √ 

15 KW √ √ √  

16 LB   √ √ 

17 LNF √ √ √  

18 MIM √ √ √  

19 MK   √  

20 RAP   √  

21 RUA √ √ √  

22 RA   √ √ 

23 RMS √ √ √  

24 SNH   √ √ 

25 TAM √ √ √  

26 VA √ √   

27 WD √ √ √ √ 

28 YIR √ √ √  

Total  21 21 20 10 



42 
 

 
 

4) Reflecting  

In relation to the result of cycle 1, the average of the students’ score 

on recount writing was improving namely from 62,47 in the pretest to 

68,46 in the post-test 1. In other words, the students’ activity was also 

improving. However, the result was unsatisfactory enough since the 

students who passed the minimum passing grade was only 5 students 

(18%) in the pretest and 10 students (36%) in the post-test 1. Therefore, 

the research must be continued to cycle 2.  

b. Cycle 2  

1) Acting  

Cycle 2 began on Friday, November 29 at 10.30 until 11.50. Action 

in cycle 2 was divided into two meetings which can be seen in the 

following table:  

Table 5.2 

The schedule of Action in cycle 2 

Meeting  Day, Date Time  Activities  

1
st
 Friday, November 

29, 2019 

10.30-

11.50 

Doing action by using 

clustering Technique 

2
nd

 Monday, December 

03, 2019 

10.30-

11.50 

Giving the post-test 2 

 

In the first meeting in cycle 2, the researcher gave deeper 

material about recount text and how to write it correctly. The 
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researcher taught as the teacher and the collaborator followed the 

class by observing the students’ activities. In addition, the clustering 

technique was applied during the learning process.  

After giving treatment in the first meeting which consisted of 

giving material and giving exercise, the researcher provided the 

students with post-test 2. The theme for post-test 2 was “birthday 

party”. The students were decided to write their own text based on 

their experience. Moreover, clustering technique was used by the 

students in making the recount text. The result of the post-test 2 can 

be seen in the following table. 

Table 5.3 

The students’ result in post-test 2 

No Name Score  No  Name  Score  

1 AAS 99 15 KW 75 

2 AJ 78 16 LB 98 

3 AA 80 17 LNF 82 

4 AM 78 18 MIM 75 

5 AIU 78 19 MK 68 

6 DLW 67 20 RAP 71 

7 ENR 85 21 RUA 80 

8 FA 90 22 RA 80 

9 FP 68 23 RMS 75 

10 FAS 81 24 SNH 75 

11 ISA 75 25 TAM 83 

12 IAS 73 26 VA 78 

13 JPW 99 27 WD 97 
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14 KM 71 28 YIR 78 

TOTAL 2176 

AVERAGE 77.71 

 

 

Table 6.1 

Distribution of Students’ score in Post-test 2 

Score  Frequency  Percentage  

65-69 3 11% 

70-74 2 7% 

75-79 11 39% 

80-84 6 21% 

85-89 1 4% 

90-94 2 7% 

95-99 3 11% 

Total  28 100% 

 

The above table showed that the result of post-test 2 could 

reach 89% of 28 students, which meant 25 students passed the 

minimum passing grade. The result also showed that the lowest score 

was 71 and 99 for the highest score. The average score was 77.71 

which meant that the students successfully passed the material.  
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2) Observing  

In cycle 2, the researcher was still working with the collaborator to 

observe the students’ activities during the learning process. The 

result was presented as follow:  

Table 6.2 

The Students’ Activities Result in Cycle 2 

No Name Indicators 

1 2 3 4 

1 AAS √ √ √ √ 

2 AJ √ √ √ √ 

3 AA √ √ √  

4 AM √ √ √  

5 AIU √ √ √  

6 DLW √ √ √ √ 

7 ENR √ √ √  

8 FA √ √ √ √ 

9 FP √ √ √ √ 

10 FAS √ √ √  

11 ISA √ √ √  

12 IAS √ √ √  

13 JPW √ √ √ √ 

14 KM   √ √ 

15 KW √ √ √  

16 LB   √ √ 

17 LNF √ √ √ √ 
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18 MIM √ √ √  

19 MK √ √ √  

20 RAP √ √ √  

21 RUA √ √ √ √ 

22 RA   √ √ 

23 RMS √ √ √  

24 SNH   √ √ 

25 TAM √ √ √ √ 

26 VA √ √ √  

27 WD √ √ √ √ 

28 YIR √ √ √ √ 

Total 2

4 

2

4 

2

8 

1

5 
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Indicators:  

1. The students pay attention to the teacher explanation. 

2. The students ask/answer question. 

3. The students do the task. 

4. The students active in the class. 

 

3) Reflecting  

Concerning on the result in cycle 2, the average of students’ 

score on recount writing was improving successfully. It started 

from 62, 47 in the post-test 1 to 68,46 and 89 in post-test 2. In the 

same way, the students’ activity was also improving. 

As the cycle 2 was done, the researcher decided not to continue 

to the further cycle because the result showed that the students’ 

score had gradually more improved. 

B. Interpretations  

Relating to the progression in cycle 1 and cycle 2, the researcher wrote the 

summary of the result which can be seen as follow:  
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1. Cycle 1 

Table 6.3  

The Improving Point between Pre-test and Post-test 1 

No Name Pre-test Post-test 1 Improving Explanation 

1 AGS 65 77 12 PASSED 

2 ALB 63 70 7 IMPROVED 

3 AB 55 60 5 IMPROVED 

4 ARP 55 60 5 IMPROVED 

5 AS 55 63 8 IMPROVED 

6 BA 60 70 10 IMPROVED 

7 BS 72 78 6 PASSED 

8 DA 68 75 7 PASSED 

9 DH 55 69 14 IMPROVED 

10 DRS 75 80 5 PASSED 

11 DW 58 61 3 IMPROVED 

12 DFA 50 55 5 IMPROVED 

13 EL 71 82 11 PASSED 

14 ESA 50 58 8 IMPROVED 

15 FES 55 68 13 IMPROVED 

16 FY 50 80 20 PASSED 

17 GS 70 75 15 PASSED 

18 HAL 50 63 13 IMPROVED 

19 IKA 53 60 7 IMPROVED 

20 MI 53 58 5 IMPROVED 

21 LSM 70 75 5 PASSED 

22 MS 65 78 13 PASSED 

23 NSNS 55 60 5 IMPROVED 

24 NAF 60 65 5 IMPROVED 

25 RAP 73 75 2 PASSED 

26 RSN 55 58 3 IMPROVED 

27 SNS 78 81 3 PASSED 

28 SRR 60 63 3 IMPROVED 

TOTAL 1749 1917 194 
 

AVERAGE 62.47 68.46 6.93 
 

 

In cycle 1, based on the above table, there was an improving point 

especially in the average score of 28 students in class VIII in which in pre-

test the average was 62.47 and in the post-test 1 was 68.46. There were 17 

students which the scores were improved in the post-test 1, and there were 
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11 of them who could pass the minimum passing grade (MPG). The 

improvement was drawn at the following chart.  

Figure 4 

Chart of the Students’ Result in Pre-test and Post-test 1 

 

 

2. Cycle 2 

Table 7.1 

The improving point between post-test 1 and post-test 2 

No Name Post test 1 Post test 2 Improving 
Explanati

on 

1 AGS 77 99 22 PASSED 

2 ALB 70 78 8 PASSED 

3 AB 60 80 20 PASSED 

4 ARP 60 78 18 PASSED 

5 AS 63 78 15 PASSED 

6 BA 70 78 18 PASSED 

7 BS 78 85 8 PASSED 

8 DA 75 90 15 PASSED 

9 DH 69 73 4 PASSED 

10 DRS 80 81 1 PASSED 

11 DW 61 75 14 PASSED 

12 DFA 55 73 18 PASSED 

58

60

62

64

66

68

70

PRE TEST
POST TEST

AVERAGE SCORE

AVERAGE SCORE

68,46

62,47
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No Name Post test 1 Post test 2 Improving 
Explanati

on 

13 EL 82 99 17 PASSED 

14 ESA 58 71 13 PASSED 

15 FES 68 75 7 PASSED 

16 FY 80 98 18 PASSED 

17 GS 75 82 7 PASSED 

18 HAL 63 75 12 PASSED 

19 IKA 60 71 11 PASSED 

20 MI 58 71 3 PASSED 

21 LSM 75 80 5 PASSED 

22 MS 78 80 2 PASSED 

23 NSNS 60 75 15 PASSED 

24 NAFK 65 75 5 PASSED 

25 RAP 75 83 8 PASSED 

26 RSN 58 78 20 PASSED 

27 SNS 81 97 16 PASSED 

28 SRR 63 78 15 PASSED 

TOTAL 1917 2176 335  

AVERAGE 68.46 89.28 11.96  

 

The result between post-test 1 and post-test 2 was highly improved. 

There were 335 points of improving which meant the average of 

improving was 11, 96. Furthermore, the average score was risen from 68, 

46 up to 77, 71. All of the students could pass the minimum passing grade 

(MPG). The rising score showed also in the following chart.  
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Figure 5 

Chart of the Students’ Result in Post-test 1 and Post-test 2 

 

 

 

 

3. Result of the Study  

The table below showed the recapitulation of the students’ 

improvement in writing recount text among pre-test, post-test 1, and post-

test 2.  

Table 7.2 

The Recapitulation of Students’ Improvement  

No Name Pre-test Post test 1 Post test 2 Explanation 

1 AGS 65 77 99 PASSED 

2 ALB 63 70 78 PASSED 

62

64

66

68

70

72

74

76

78

POST TEST 1
POST TEST 2

AVERAGE SCORE

AVERAGE SCORE

68,46 89,2
8
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No Name Pre-test Post test 1 Post test 2 Explanation 

3 AB 55 60 80 PASSED 

4 ARP 55 60 78 PASSED 

5 AS 55 63 78 PASSED 

6 BA 60 70 78 PASSED 

7 BS 72 78 85 PASSED 

8 DA 68 75 90 PASSED 

9 DH 55 69 73 PASSED 

10 DRS 75 80 81 PASSED 

11 DW 58 61 75 PASSED 

12 DFA 50 55 73 PASSED 

13 EL 71 82 99 PASSED 

14 ESA 50 58 71 PASSED 

15 FES 55 68 75 PASSED 

16 FY 50 80 98 PASSED 

17 GS 70 75 82 PASSED 

18 HAL 50 63 75 PASSED 

19 IKA 53 60 71 PASSED 

20 MI 53 58 71 PASSED 

21 LSM 70 75 80 PASSED 

22 MS 65 78 80 PASSED 

23 NSNS 55 60 75 PASSED 

24 NAFK 60 65 75 PASSED 

25 RAP 73 75 83 PASSED 

26 RSN 55 58 78 PASSED 

27 SNS 78 81 97 PASSED 

28 SRR 60 63 78 PASSED 

Total 1749 1917 2176 
 

Average 62.47 68.46 89.28 
 

The Lowest Score 50 55 71  

The Highest score 78 81 99  
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The data on the table above showed the improvement score of 

students in recount writing skill. It could be said that in pre-test the 

average score was only 62, 47 which was far from satisfactory. After using 

the clustering technique in the class, the score improved much, that was 

68,46 points up to 89,28.  

After giving more materials, the students’ score improved from post-

test 1 to post-test 2 which can be seen from the average score between 

post-test 1 and post-test 2, which were 68, 46 to 89.28. Absolutely, the 

improvement was 20,8. point. It also can be seen in the following chart:  

Figure 6 

Chart of the Students’ Result in Pre-test, Post-test 1, and Post-test 2 
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Based on the chart above, it can be concluded that the use of clustering 

technique could improve the students’ recount writing skill. The chart illustrated the 

significant improvement of the students’ average score among pre-test, post-test 1, 

and post-test 2. In the last post-test, all of the students successfully passed the 

minimum passing grade (MPG) namely 71. Briefly, the use of clustering technique 

could improve students’ score in recount writing. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. CONCLUSION 

 Based on the result of the use of Clustering Technique in writing recount text, 

the researcher draws the conclusion as follows: 

1. The Clustering Technique can be effective technique and it can be used 

as an alternative way in teaching writing. The students were involved 

actively in teaching learning process. It made the students easier to 

understand the material so it could improve the students writing recount 

text.  

2. There was improvement of the students’ average score from pre test 

62,47 to post-test I 68,46 became 89,28 In post-test II. In cycle 1, there 

were 11 students passed the test.  Moreover, in cycle II there were 25 

students who passed the test. 

3. The result of cycle II already reached the indicator of success that was 

89,28 % students fulfill the standard criteria with the score minimum 

was 71.  Therefore, the research could be stopped in cycle II. 
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B. SUGGESTION 

 Based on the result of the research, the researcher would like to give 

some suggestion as follows: 

1. The students are suggested to improve their vocabularies mastery in 

order that can success in understanding their writing. 

2. It is suggested for the English teacher to use Clustering Technique as 

alternative strategy in the classroom because this technique is effective to 

improve the students’ writing in teaching and learning process. 

3. It is suggested for the headmaster in order to persuade the teachers to use 

this technique because it is effective in teaching the material for the 

teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
  


