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ABSTRACT 

 

THE INFLUENCE OF USING NOMINAL GROUP  TECHNIQUE 

ON THE STUDENTS’ WRITING SKILL IN DESCRIPTIVE TEXT 

AT THE EGHTH GRADER OF SMPN 8 METRO 

 

By: 

VIVIA OKTANTIA 

 

The aim of this research was to implement the Nominal Group Technique 

and analyze its influence in students’ skill of writing in descriptive text at the 

eighth grader of SMPN 8 Metro. The researcher conducted quantitative research 

with the true experimental design, by applying pre-test and post-test as the 

instrument.  

Furthermore, the data was analyzed by using t-test formula that enable to 

investigate a positive influence from the traetment by investigating the differences 

between the experimental group which received the treatment (Nominal group 

technique) and the control group which didn’t receive the treatment. Beside that, 

the researcher also analyzed the data by using Chi-Square formula to investigate a 

significant influence from the treatment by investigating the significant 

differences of students pre-test and post-test score (before and after the treatment) 

in experimental class.    

Finally, the result of data analysis from t-test formula illustrates that t observed 

= 8.252 is higher than t table with the significant level of 5% = 2.010 and 1% = 

2.682. Thus, it can be inferred that there is a positive ifluence. Then, the result of 

data anlysis from Chi-Square formula illustrates that   
observed = 22.094 is higher 

than   
table with the significant level of 5% = 5.991 and 1% = 9.210. It means that 

there is a significant influence. Therefore, the Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) is 

accepted. With the result that there is a positive and significant influence of using 

Nominal group technique on the students’ descriptive writing skill at the Eighth 

Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Years of 2017/2018 
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ABSTRAK 

 

PENGARUH PENGGUNAAN TEKNIK NOMINAL GROUP 

PADA KEMAMPUAN MENULIS DESKRIPTIF SISWA KELAS VIII 

SMPN 8 METRO 

 

Oleh: 

VIVIA OKTANTIA 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menerapkan teknik Nominal Group 

dan menganalisis pengaruh kemampuan menulis siswa pada teks deskriptif kelas 

VIII SMPN 8 Metro. Peneliti melaksanakan penelitian kuantitatif True 

Experimental Design (Penelitian Murni) dengan menerapkan pre-test dan post-test 

sebagai instrumen  

Lebih lanjut, data di analisis dengan menggunakan rumus t-test yang 

memungkinkan untuk mengetahui pengaruh positif dari perlakuan dengan  

menemukan perbedaan antara kelompok eksperimen yaitu kelas yang 

mendapatkan perlakuan (Tehnik Nominal Group) dan kelompok control yang 

tidak mendapatkan perlakuan. Disamping itu, peneliti juga menganalisa data 

dengan rumus Chi-Square untuk mengetahui pengaruh signifikan dari perlakuan 

dengan menemukan perbedaan signifikan dari nilai pre-test dan post-test siswa 

(sebelum dan sesudah perlakuan) di kelas eksperimen. 

Akhirnya, hasil analisa data dari rumus t-test menunjukkan bahwa tobservasi 

= 8.252 lebih tinggi dibandingkan dengan ttable dengan taraf signifikan 5% = 2.010 

dan 1% = 2.682. Dengan demikian, dapat diartikan bahwa terdapat pengaruh 

positif. Kemudian, hasil analisa data dari rumus Chi-Square menunjukkan 

bahwa  
observed = 22.094 lebih besar dari pada   

table dengan taraf signifikan 5% = 

5.991 and 1% = 9.210. Dapat di artikan bahwa terdapat pengaruh signifikan. Oleh 

karena itu, Alternalif Hipotesis (Ha) diterima. Dengan hasil akhir bahwa ada 

pengaruh positif dan signifikan dari penggunaan Tehnik Nominal Group terhadap 

kemampuan menulis menulis deskriptif siswa di kelas VIII SMPN 8 Metro Tahun 

Akademik 2017/2018 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of The Study 

 English is an international language and Indonesian department of 

national education has declared English been the first foreign language in 

Indonesia, so that it has been thought as a compulsory subject from 

elementary school up to university or college. Actually, there are four skills in 

English that must be mastered by students namely listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. Writing is one of productive skill in english. 
1
 The purpose of 

teaching and learning English are developing the student’s skill in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Those skills should be mastered by the 

students who learn English. But learning is one difficult because it is only 

used when they study in the class, and seldom use it in daily life. These 

conditions occur in own country because people always use their mother 

tongue and Indonesian in their daily life.  

In writing, the students can share information and ideas in the written 

text. The writing skill become very important in the education field, because 

the students need to be excercised and trained in order to have a good writing 

ability. There are some problems to improve writing performance. One of 

them is the students are difficult to start writing. They are very hard to find 

ideas what they are going to write, when the teacher provides some topic or 

                                                             
1
 Sanggam Siahaan, The English Paragraph,  (Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu, 2008), p. 2 

1 
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title to be written they need long time to think. Usually, the students do not 

have an inspiration that they want to write, so that the students just silent and 

confuse to do the exercise. The teacher should find out technique that can 

attract the student’s interest and can help them understand the writing. We 

need some teaching that can motivate and increase the student’s ability, 

especially in writing performance. If the students interest in what they do, 

they will enjoy their learning process and more understand about the 

materials are given. 

 Technique is defined as the way or specific activities of teacher in 

teaching and learning process. Technique is the important component in 

teaching and learning process to improve the instructional process. Actually, 

the teacher uses the different technique for the different subject. In fact, there 

are several kinds of technique in teaching writing. 

 Based on the explanation above, writing in English may be handled 

in different ways for different purpose. English writing process has many 

factors that should be recognized, such as vocabulary, attitude of learning and 

one of the most important factors is technique. Therefore nominal group 

technique is one of the techniques that can use in teaching writing. It is clear 

that the students should have technique of writing, without technique they 

will not be able to make a good writing. 

 The research had conducted in SMPN 8 Metro, especially at eighth 

grade about 30 students. The result data of pre-survey on April 10, 2017, the 
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English teacher has decided 74 as the competencess standard  minimum 

requirement. 

 

Table 1 

The result of test writing skill test  

at the Eighth Graders of  SMPN 8 Metro 

in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

 

 

 Based on the pre-survey result above, the researcher assumed that 

the students that got a good score is 7 students or 23.33%, the students that 

got a fair score is 13 students or 43.33% and the students that got a poor score 

is about 10 students or 33,34%. From the epalaniton above the researcher 

assumed that the students score is low in writing skill. Some of the students 

get low in test writing. Its mean that they are not complete yet in learning 

English. From the data of observation, the researcher got there are major 

problems in the English learning process. The problem is caused by students’ 

difficulty in developing ideas and they have low motivation in writing. It can 

be assumed that the main case is causes student’s skill in writing is how to 

start of the writing activity. 

 Refering to the case above, the researcher interested to apply the 

nominal group technique in writing test. Nominal Group Technique is a 

No Score  Frequency Percentage Category 

1 75-100 7 23.33% Good  

2 61-74 13 43.33% Fair  

3 ≤60 10 33.34% Poor 

  30 100% - 
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technique to improve the students writing skill, the ways more easy that can 

interest the students to write and to start their writing in a group. 

 In this research, the researcher will investigate whether applying 

Nominal Group Technique give the positive effect in student’s writing skill in 

descriptive text at the Eighth Graders of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic 

Year of 2017/2018. 

 

B. Problem Identification 

From the background above, the researcher make some identifications 

of problem, such as: 

1. The students have difficulties to generate ideas in descriptive text 

2. The students have low score in writing subject. 

3. The motivation of students is low to study writing subject 

4. The activities of learning process in the class are not interesting 

5. The technique is uneffective in the learning process 

 

C. Problem Limitation  

There are many problem about writing skill, but the researcher focus 

on the first problem that the students have difficulties to generate ideas in 

descriptive text. 

 

D. Problem Formulation 

Based on the explanation of the background above, the researcher 

formulates following question “Is there any positive and significant influence 

of using Nominal Group Technique on the Student’s Writing Skill in 
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Descriptive Text at the Eighth Graders of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic 

Year of 2017/2018?” 

 

E. Objectives and Benefits of the Study 

In every research, there will be aim and purpose. At the end of 

research, the researcher hopes that will have some advantages in the teaching 

and learning process. 

1. The objectives of the study 

The objectives of this research is to find out whether there is a 

positive and significant influence of Nominal Group Technique on the 

Student’s Writing Skill in Descriptive Text at Eighth Graders of SMPN 8 

Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018. 

 

2. The Benefits of the study 

The benefits of the research are: 

a. For students: 

The result of this research can be used as the motivation to the lesson 

writing easily 

b. For teacher 

The result of this research can be used as alternative technique for the 

teacher to teach descriptive text 

c. For the headmaster 

It can be used as information to the English teacher to use an effective 

technique in teaching especially in teaching writing 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED THEORIES 

 

A. The Concept of Writing Skill 

1. The Concept of Writing  

a. Definition of Writing  

There are four skills in English which should be mastered, 

they are: reading, listening, speaking and writing. It can  be define 

that writing is one of the most important.  

Terminologically, there are many experts that have different 

definitions for writing, but here the writer will take several 

definitions according to the experts as follows: 

Jeremy harmer stated that writing has always been used as a 

means of reinforcing language that has been taught.
2
 Its mean that 

the teacher can ask the students to write recently material such as 

paragraph. It can be added that reinforcement writing guides the 

students to improve their performance. 

According to Sanggam Siahaan writing is  psychologycal 

activity of the language user to put information in the written text.
3 
It 

can be concluded that writing is the activity that use human thought 

and human act or involves physic and mental activities about definite 

topic in a context with a specific purpose.  

                                                             
2
 Jeremi Harmer, How to Teach Writing (England: Pearson Longman), P.32 

3
 Sanggam Siahaan, Issue in Linguistic, (Yogyakarta : Graha Ilmu, 2008), p. 215 

6 
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Writing is used by students to expres ideas around the 

curriculum. It means that writing has purpose to learn and to express 

student’s background world knowledge.
4
 So, it should be noted that 

the ideas that is expressed in writing is based on the background of 

knowledge or the result of collecting information in the social 

environtment.  

Moreover, writing is sometimes used as a production mode 

for learning, reinforcing, or testing grammatical concepts. Then, 

writing as a process of expressing ideas or ideas thoughts in words 

should be done at our leisure. 

Based on the statements above, it can be inferred that writing 

is very important language skill and direct communicaation that 

convey meaningful and expressive information from the writer to the 

readers in form of written language, because by writing language 

learners can express their feeling, ideas, thoughts, emotions, attitude, 

etc. 

The purpose of writing is to give information from the writer 

to the reader and convey the message or information accurately, 

effectively, and correctly. In other hand the purpose of writing is to 

give students opportunities to remember new language better. The 

act writing sentences makes them think about the new grammar or 

vocabulary. 

                                                             
4
 Karen Kuelthau Allan, et al, Learning to Write With Purpose, ( New York: The Guilford 

Press, 2009). p. 47 
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b. The Kinds of Writing 

1) Exposition  

Exposition is constructed logically. Its movement is 

signaled by connectives like therefore, however, and so, 

besides, but, not only, more important, in fact, for example. 

Expository paragraphs is related to facts, ideas, beliefs. It 

explains, analyzes, defines, compares, illustrates. It answers 

the questions such as What? Why? How? What was the 

cause? The effect? Like what? Unlike what?
5
 

 

2) Description 

Descriptive writing related to the senses that tell how 

something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and/or sounds. A good 

description is a word picture. It that has a meaning that a 

good description has to be able make the reader can imagine 

the object, place, or person in his or her mind by read our 

writing.
6
 It means that description has principle purpose to 

describe the object from specific until general character to 

make the reader are able to imagine the object in their mind 

based on the writer’s elaboration in his writing. 

 

 

                                                             
5
 Thomas S. Kane, Essential Guide to Writing, (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2000), p.89 
6
Ibid., p. 61 
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3) Narration 

Narration is an account or description of events in the past 

which entails following a time sequence or chronological.
7
 

Narration related with events or story. Its problem is two fold 

to arrange the events in a sequence of time an to explain their 

significant. 

 

4) Persuasion 

Persuasion try to move on how the readers think or 

believe. It is usually about controversial topic and often 

compare the reason in the argument form, giving evidence or 

logical proof. 

In this research, the researcher used narration form of 

written text. As we know from the explanation above that 

narration related with events or a story. Usually the story is 

about lengend such as Cinderela or Snow White story. 

Narration always used a sequence of time in every sentence. 

c. The Process of Writing 

1) Thinking 

Students involves choosing a subject, exploring ways of 

developing it, and devising strategies of organization and style.
8
 

 

                                                             
7
R.R Jordan, Academic writing Course Study Skills in English, (Cambridge: Longman, 

1999),p.27 
8
 Thomas S.Kane, Essential Guide To Writing(New York:, 2000)p.17 
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2) Doing 

Usually called drafting, students create their first composition 

by writing down all their ideas in an organized way to convey an 

idea or present an argument. 

3) Doing again (Revising) 

Students review, modify, and recognize their written by 

rearranging, adding, or deleting content that not important, and 

making the intonation, style and the aprropriayte content. The 

goal of this phrase of the writing process is to improve the draft.
9
  

 

d. Teaching Descriptive Text Through Nominal Group Technique 

Based on the teaching procedure of nominal group  technique 

in the previous discussions. The researcher designs a teaching 

procedures of descriptive text through nominal group technique 

are as follows: 

a. The teacher explains the material about descriptive text; 

definition, structure, laguage feature, and example. 

b. The teacher divides students into five groups. Then the 

teacher asks each group to seat around the table. 

c. The teacher gives different topic for every group and 

provides think time before start to apply nominal group 

technique 

                                                             
9 Ibid, p.17  
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d. The teacher starts apply nominal group technique. The 

steacher asks the students to prepare a pieces of paper and 

also pen to write their idea, after that the teacher give the 

topic then the teacher asks the students to describe something 

by the topic. 

e. The teacher gives 15 minutes for the students to write a 

sentence in paper.  

f. After the students finish, the teacher collects their paper and 

then put it on the board. 

g. The teacher guides the students to arrange their sentences to 

be descriptive text. 

h. The last, the teacher tells the best group that has least 

mistakes. Then, the teacher evaluate and explain more about 

descriptive text that concern to students’ mistake in writing. 

e. Teaching Writing 

Writing, speaking and listening are communication skills that 

are important in all subject areas in the curriculum.
10

 Therefore, 

writing is one of important skill that have to be mastered by all of 

students in schools. Automatically, to make students are able to 

master writing skill, it need a teaching activity that is guided by the 

teacher. 

                                                             
10

Trudy Wallace, et al, Teaching speaking, listening and writing, (Geneva: The 

International Bureau of Education-IBE, 2004), EP14, p.7 
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Teaching is the activity to guide and to facilitate learning that 

enabling the learner to learn, also to sett the conditions for learning.11 

So, teaching refers to a proffesional skill of  the teacher guides the 

students in the class that has principle purpose to make students can 

success in learning materials.  

Related to teaching writing, writing has always been used as a 

means of reinforcing language that has been taught.”
12

 It means that 

the teacher can has students to write sentences using recently learnt 

grammar. Then, the teacher can have the students to write paragraph 

or longer compositions to practise certain recently focused-on 

aspects of language or paragraph and text construction. The 

reinforcement writing that is discussed above will be able to guide 

the students improve their skill. 

2. The Concept of Writing Skill 

Writing is used by students to expres ideas around the curriculum. 

It means that writing has purpose to learn and to express student’s 

background world knowledge.
13

 So, it should be noted that the ideas that 

is expressed in writing is based on the background of knowledge probing 

or the result of collecting information in the social environtment.  

Skill is used to direct to a performance level, in the sense of precission 

and speed in performing a certain tasks (skilled performance). Skilled 

                                                             
 
11

 H. Douglas Brown, Principles of Language Language Learning and Teaching, (The 

United States of New York: Longman, 2000), 4th edition, p.7 
12

 Jeremi Harmer, How to Teach Writing, (England: Pearson Longman, 2004),  p.32 
13

 Karen Kuelthau Allan, et al, Learning to Write With Purpose, ( New York: The 

Guilford Press, 2009). p. 47 
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performance has long been a subject of psychological studies, that 

consider both physical psychomotor abilities and mental cognitive 

abilities.
14

 So, skill is the output of abilities that involves physic and mind 

to apply knowledge and use know-how to complete tasks and solve 

problems.   

Related to the writing skill, it can be concluded that writing skill is 

the ability how to apply idea, information, and knowledge in written 

language. The task that is usually given by teacher to evaluate the 

students’ wriing skill such as making a paragraph or text. The sudents 

must be able to apply their grammar mastery, vocabulary mastery and 

background of information to do this task. 

The Measurement Of Writing Skill 

Table 3 

The Standard Score 
 

1.  

No Assesement Indicators Score Category Standard 

1. Content 30-27 Excellence Highly understand; very 

clever; very wide and 

complete; very suitable with 

title 

26-22 Good Average to good; some 

knowledge of subject, 

mostly relevant to the topic 

but lack detail 

21-17 Fair Poor to fair; limited 

knowledge of subject, 

inadequate development of 

topic 

16-13 Poor Very poor; does not show 

knowledge, not pertinent to 

topic 

2. Organization 20-18 Excellence Very good excellent; ideas 

                                                             
14

 Jonathan Winterton, et. al, Typology of knowledge, skills and competences, 

(Luxembourg: Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2006), p. 7 
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clearly stated, well 

organized, logical 

sequencing and relevant to 

generic structure 

17-14 Good Average to good; loosely 

organized, limited support 

and logical but incomplete 

sequencing, relevant to 

generic structure but 

sometimes using unclear 

sentences 

13-10 Fair Poor to fair; not fluent, 

ideas confused, lacks 

logical sequencing, generic 

structure not clear 

9-7 Poor Very poor; does not 

communicate, no 

organization, not enough to 

evaluate 

. Vocabulary 20-18 Excellence Very good to excellent; 

sophisticated range, 

effective word or idiom 

choice and usage, word 

form mastery, appropriate 

register 

17-14 Good Average to good: adequate 

range, occasional errors of 

words/idiom, form, choice, 

usage, but meaning not 

obscured 

13-10 Fair Poor of fair: limited range, 

frequent errors of 

words/idiom, form, chioce, 

usage, meaning confused or 

obscured 

9-7 Poor Very poor; essentially 

translation, little knowledge 

of vocabulary, idiom, word 

from, or not enough to 

evaluate 

 Grammar  25-22 Excellence Very good to excellent; 

effective complex 

construction, few errors of 

agreement, tense number, 

word order/function, article, 

pronoun, and preposition 

21-18 Good Average to good; effective 

but simple construction, 

minor problem in complex 

construction, several errors 

of agreement, tense, word 

order/function, articles, 

pronoun, preposition, but 

meaning seldom obscured 
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17-11 Fair Poor  to fair; major problem 

in complex/simple 

construction, frequent errors 

of negation, agreement, 

tense, word order/function, 

articles, pronoun, 

preposition and/of 

fragment, deletion, meaning 

confused or obscured 

10-5 Poor Very poor: virtually no 

mastery of sentence 

construction rules, 

dominated by errors, did not 

communicate, or not 

enough to evaluate 

5. Mechanic  5 Excellence Very good to excellent; 

demonstrated mastery of 

convention, few errors of 

spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, paragraphing 

4 Good Average to good; 

occasional errors of 

spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, 

paragraphing, but meaning 

not obscured 

3 Fair Poor to fair; frequent errors 

of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, 

paragraphing, poor 

handwriting, meaning 

confused or obscured 

2 Poor Very poor; no mastery of 

conventions, dominated by 

errors of spelling, 

punctuation, capitalization, 

paragraphing, handwriting, 

illegible, or not enough to 

evaluate 

 Total scores
15

    

 

  

                                                             
15

Burhan Nurgiantoro, Penilaian Dalam Pengajaran Bahasa dan Sastra, (Yogyakarta: 

BPFE, 2001), p. 307-308 
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B. The Concept of Nominal GroupTechnique 

1. Definition of Nominal Group Technique  

Terminologically, there are many experts that have different definition 

for Nominal Group Technique, but the writer will take definitions 

according to the experts as follows: 

According to Van de Den & Delbecq Nominal Group Technique 

(NGT) is a structured variation of a small-group discussion to reach 

consensus.
16

 Although this activity allows group members to discuss 

their ideas, the members do so only after all the ideas have been 

generated.
17

 

Furthermore Harvey and Holmes stated that Nominal Group 

Technique requires direct participant involvement, in away that is non-

hierarchical, and where all participants have an equal voice and all 

responses to the posed question have equal validity.
18

 

According to Potter Nominal Group Technique is a time efficient 

method of collecting data, as a session generally lasts between 1,5 and 2 

hours, and participants are only required to attend one session.
19

 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher can be inferred that 

nominal group is a small-group discussion that concist of four till five 

                                                             
16

 Vi Hoang Dang. The Use of Nominal Group Technique: Case Study in Vietnam. 

(Australia:Sciedu Press), Vol. 5, No. 4; 2015, p.15 
17 Arthur VanGundy, 101 Activities For Teaching Creativity And Problem Solving, 

(U.S.A: Pfeifer, 2005), p. 335 
18

 Ibid, p.16 
19

 Rachel Lennon et.al, Nominal Group Technique: its utilisation to explore the rewards 

and challenges of becoming a mental health nurse, prior to the introduction of the all graduate 

nursingcurriculum in England, (England: University of Southampton, 2012) ISSN 2051-6266 / 

20120000, p.2 
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persons each group, where all participants have an equal voice and all 

responses to the posed question have equal validity. Nominal Group 

Technique was introduced as a time for everyone to share their ideas and 

then discuss those ideas as a group. 

This technique has been designed to allow a balanced input from all 

group members, especially during the initial stages. It also preserves the 

anonymity of the voter thereby (presumably) reducing the pressure on the 

individual to conform to majority opinion.
20

 

Furthermore, the nominal group technique is used to assist 

participants in the process of pooling their knowledge and, particularly, 

their judgments to arrive at decisions that are acknowledged by 

participants as being a genuine product of the group dialogue process. 

Being highly structured, it facilitates participation by preventing the 

group from being dominated by particular individuals, as each 

contribution is of equal value.
21

 

2. Procedure of Nominal Group Technique 

The procedure of Nominal Group Technique as follows: 

a. Silent Idea Generation. 

The objective of the first step is for individuals to silently and 

independently react to the problem statement and to generate 

possible alternatives. 

                                                             
20 Mark Tennant et.al, Teaching, Learning And Research In Higher Education, (New 

York: Routledge, 2010), p. 78 
21

MC.Donald, David, Research Integration Using Dialogue Method, (Australia: ANU E 

Press, 2009), p. 64 
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b. Reporting of Ideas. 

Allow each member of the group to share his or her ideas using 

the following process. 

c. Discussion for Clarification.  

Provide an opportunity for open discussion and clarification of all 

the generated ideas. 

d. Ranking of Problem/Solution Importance (Preliminary Vote).  

The purpose of this phase is to IItotal Upll the jUdgments of the 

group in order to determine the relative importance of the 

problems or solutions that have been identified.
22

 

e. Group discussion of the vote outcomes (including additions and       

further merging of overlaps). 

f. Final voting on the priority of items.
23

 

3. The Process of Nominal Group Technique 

The nominal group technique process comprises number of stages those 

are: 

a. Introduction – facilitator introduces the purpose of the session, 

the rules and structure.  

b. Stage 1: individual responses – responses are collected on the 

chosen topic in a silent generation phase.  

                                                             
22 Donna M.Mertens, Creative ideas for teaching evaluation: activities, assignments, 

andresources, (U.S.A: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1989), p.206 
23

Sandra C. Jones, Using the Nominal Group Technique to Select the Most Appropriate 

Topics forPostgraduate Research Students’ Seminars, Australia: University of Wollongong, Vol. 

1/1, 20-34, 2004, p. 22 
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c. Stage 2: clarification and consolidation – responses are read 

out and clarified one by one by participants, then similar/same 

items are merged under one response.  

d. Stage 3: ranking responses – participants rank their top five 

responses individually in order of importance.  

e. Ranking results are calculated and shared with the group.  

f. Closure and thanks.
24

 

 

4. Advantages and Disadvantages of NGT 

a. Advantages 

The primary advantage of the NGT over other strategies is the 

enhanced opportunity for all participants to contribute ideas and to 

minimize the domination of the process by more confident or 

outspoken individuals (Vella, Goldfrad, Rowan, Bion & Black, 

2000). Other advantages (Nelson, Jayanthi, Brittain, Epstein & 

Bursuck, 2002; Ko de Ruyter, 1996; Brahm & Kleiner, 1996) 

include:
25

 

1. The generation of a greater number of ideas than other group 

processes. 

2. The generation of more creative ideas than other group 

processes. 

                                                             
24

 Tünde Varga-Atkins, et al,  The Nominal Group Technique – a practical guide for 

facilitators,  Liverpool: University of Liverpool, October 201, p.4 
25

 Vi Hoang Dang. The Use of Nominal Group Technique: Case Study in Vietnam. 

(Australia:Sciedu Press), Vol. 5, No. 4; 2015, p.18 
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3. The ease of interpreting the results (as ideas are generated, 

voted on/ranked, and evaluated at the session itself). 

4. A greater sense of accomplishment for members (as the results 

are available immediately after the session). 

5. The minimal resource requirements (a venue, facilitator, 

whiteboard, paper, sticky notes and pens). 

6. The quality of both individual and group decisions is improved 

by open exchanges of information, ideas, and criticism. NGT 

allows an exchange of information,but no criticism.
26

 

b. Disadvantages 

However, it is important to recognise the disadvantages or 

limitations of nominal groups. These include:
27

 

1. The limited number of topics and issues that can be covered 

(tend to be single-topic sessions). 

2. The limitation of idea generation to the meeting itself (i.e., no 

opportunity for participants to think about the issue in depth 

and generate additional ideas in their own time. 

3. The need for participants to feel comfortable with, and remain 

within, a very structured group process. 

4. The lack of anonymity, which may limit participants’ 

willingness to express their views. 

                                                             
26 Cheryl Hamilton, Communicating For Result, (U.S.A: Thomson Wadsworth, 2008), 

p.267  
27

 Ibid, p.18  
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5. The necessity for all members to be capable of, and 

comfortable with, expressing their ideas in writing and then 

communicating them verbally to the group. 

6. The time commitment required from participants, and the 

necessity for them to attend a specific location at a given time, 

which may limit participant numbers. 

7. The lack of generalizability of the results to the wider 

population due to the specific characteristics of the participants 

(both in terms of who is nominated to attend, and who agrees 

to participate. 

8. The limited nature of the data (i.e, in terms of number of 

respondents) often requires a follow-up survey or other 

quantitative methodology prior to making final decisions about 

an issue. 

 

C. Theoretical Framework and Paradigm 

1. Theoretical Framework 

A research must have a teoretical framework as a concept for 

basic in researh. There are two variables in this research. There are 

independent variable (X) and variable (Y). The independent variable (X) 

is nominal group technique and dependent (Y) is writing skill in 

descriiptive text. 

Nominal group technique will give influence of the students in 

writing skill in descriptive text. The student are expected to be active in 
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understanding a text as good, after they are given nominal group 

technique. 

Therefore the implementation of nominal group technique is very 

important to build the students motivation in writing to get the good 

result in learning process, and the students will follows and participate 

the lesson seriously. 

Descriptive writing is one of the basic competencies that should 

be achieved in writing English subject which the students have the ability 

to develop and produce written simple function text. Descriptive writing 

is clearly describing a person, place, or thing which purposes the reader 

gets information from it.
28

 Then, the students study to describe something 

clearly by the language. 

If nominal group technique is effective for teaching  writing skill in 

descriptive text, it will give good influence to student’s writing skill in 

descriptive text. But if nominal group technique is uneffective for teaching 

writing skill in descriptive text so it will give no influence to the student’s 

writing skill in descriptive text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
28

 Sanggam Siahaan, The English paragraph, (Yogyakarta: Graha ilmu, 2008), p.. 119 
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2. Paradigm 

Based on the theoretical frame work above, the researcher 

describe the paradigm as follow: 

Figure 1 

The Influence of Nominal Group Technique  

On The Student’s Writing Skill 

 

  

 

 

 

   

 

Based on the Paradigm above, it can be inferred that if nominal 

group technique is applied well in teaching and learning process, the 

student’s writing skill in descriptive text is good. So there is any positive 

and significant Influence of Using Nominal Group Technique On The 

Student’s Writing Skill  in Descriptive Text. If it does not apply well, the 

student’s writing skill in descriptive text is bad. So, there is no any 

positive and significant Influence of Using Nominal Group Technique 

On The Student’s Writing Skill in Descriptive Text. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Nominal Group  
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Writing Skill 

In Descriptive Text 
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Bad  
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D. Hypothesis 

1. Hypothesis Formulation 

John Cresswell explains that hypothesis is prediction the researcher 

makes about the expected relationship among variables in quantitative 

research.
29

  

Based on the theoretical framework and paradigm above, the 

researcher formulate the hypothesis as follows:  

1. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 

There is a positive and significant influence of nominal group 

technique on the writing skill in descriptive text at the Eighth 

Graders of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic year of 2016/2017. 

 

2. Null Hypothesis (Ho) 

There is not positive and significant influence of nominal 

group technique on the writing skill in descriptive text at the Eighth 

Graders of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic year of 2016/2017. 

2. Statistical Hypothesis 

Related to the concept of statistical hypothesis, Yogesh explains 

that “A hypothesis may be stated in the null form which is an assertion 

that no relationship or no difference exists between or among the 

variables. This form null hypothesis is a statistical hypothesis which is 

testable within the framework of probability theory. It is also a non- 

                                                             
29

 John W. Creswell, Research Design Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method 

Approaches Third Edition, (The United States of America: Sage Publications, 2009), P. 132 
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directional form of hypothesis”.
30

This hypothesis is considered as an 

assumption about a population parameter. 

The formulation of statistical hypothesis in this research are: 

a. If tobserved > ttable and   
observed >   

table, So Ha is accepted and Ho is 

rejected. 

b. If tobserved < ttable and   
observed <   

table, So Ha is rejected and Ho is 

accepted. 

 

  

                                                             
30

 Yogesh Kumar Singh, Fundamental of Research Methodology and Statistics, (New 

Delhi: New Age International (P) Ltd., Publishers, 2006), p.61 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 
 

 

A. Research Design 

In this research, the researcher used quantitative research to identify the 

influence of using Nominal Group Technique toward student’s writing 

performance in descriptive text at SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 

2017/2018. 

Actually, Daniel Muijs stated that quantitative research is explaining 

phenomena by collecting numerical data that is analyze using mathematically 

based method.
31

 Its mean that the quantitative research is the research which 

uses the numerical for all of the data.  

Furthermore, Daniel decided that there are two kinds of quantitative 

research design namely experimental design and non-experimental design. 

The experimental design is defined as a test under controlled conditions that 

is made to demonstrate a known truth or examine the validity of a 

hypothesis.
32

 

In this research, the researcher used true experiment design that that used 

two classes namely VIII B as a control class that didn’t receive the treatment 

and VIII A as an experimental class that received the treatment that was 

teaching by using nominal group technique. The design is follows: The 

influence of using nominal group technique on the students’ writing skill  in 

descriptive text. 

                                                             
31 Daniel Muijs, Doing Quantitative Research In Education, (London: Sage Publications, 

2004), p. 1 
32

Ibid, p. 13 

26 
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Figure 2 

The Influence of Using Nominal Group Technique 

In Experimental and Control Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firstly, both of groups received the pre-test before doing a treatment. 

Secondly, the experimental  class (VIII A) got a treatment using nominal 

group technique and control class (VIII B) didn’t get a treatment.  Thirdly, 

both groups received the post-test with the same instrument in the pre-test. 

Finally, it could be found the influence of using Nominal Group Technique 

on the students’ writing skill in descriptive text.  

The description of sequence is: 

Table 2 

The True Experiment Design 

Group 1. Pre-test 2. Treatment 3. Post-test 

Experimental Group X X X 

Control Group X  X 

 

Following the post-test, the analyses of statistical are carried out to see 

whether the treatment has had an effect for experimental group.
33

 

 

 

  

                                                             
33 Ibid, p.18 
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B. Population and Sampling Technique 

1. Population 

Jack R. Fraenkel explains that the term population refers to all the 

members of a particular group. It is the interesting group that is to be 

generalized by researcher in the result of study.
34

 It means that population 

is all members of group such as people, objects, or events that is 

determined in a research. 

Population in this research is 159 students. They are difided into 

seven classes. In this research, the population is all of eighth grader of 

SMPN 8 Metro. There were 159 students at the eighth grader of SMPN 8 

Metro. 

2. Sample  

The sample is a part of population that will be researched. A sample 

is any part of a population of individuals on whom information is obtained. 

It may, for a variety of reasons, be different from the sample originally 

selected.
35

  

The sample of this research is students at SMPN 8 Metro Academic 

year 2017/2018, The researcher took from VIII A which consist of 30 and 

VIII B which consist of 30 students too. So, there were 60 students as the 

sample. 

 

 

                                                             
34

 Jack Fraenkel  R.  and Norman E. Wallen, How to Design and Evaluate Research in 

Education, (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2009), 7th Edition, p.105 
35

 Fraenkel, How to Design, p. 105 
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3. Sampling Technique 

Sampling refers to the process of selecting the individuals who will 

participate in a research study.
36

 In this research, the researcher used a 

cluster purposive sampling technique as a sampling technique which based 

on previous knowledge of a population and the specific purpose of the 

research. The researcher choosed VIII A as experimental class because 

their writing score is low. 

C. The Operational Definition Variable 

An operational definition ascribes meaning to a construct by specifying 

operations that researchers must perform to measure or manipulate the 

construct.
37

 Operational definitions of variables in this research are: 

1. Independent Variable (X) 

Independent variables are those that (probably) cause, influence of 

affect outcomes. They are also called treatment, manipulated, antecedent, 

or predictor variable.
38

 Independent variable is the major variable which is 

hoped to investigated. It is the variable which is selected, manipulated and 

measured by the research. Independent variable of this research is nominal 

group technique which is writing descriptive text. There are some 

indicators of nominal group technique, such as: 

a. The students are able to do the task in group. 

                                                             
36

 Ibid. 
37

 Donal Ary, Introduction to Research, p.36 
38

John W. Creswell, Research Design Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method 

Approaches Third Edition, (The United States of America: Sage Publications, 2009), p. 50 
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b. The students are able to communicate and interact to each others in 

group. 

c. The students are able to contribute and share ideas in a group. 

Moreover based on explanation above, in this measurement the 

researcher knew the user perfomance in applying Nominal Group Technique 

on Writing Skill in Descriptive Text at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in 

the Academic Year of 2017/2018. 

2. Dependent Variable (Y) 

In experimental studies, the treatment is the independent variable and 

the outcome is the dependent variable.
39

 Dependent variable of this 

research is the variable which was observed and measured to determine the 

effect of the independent variable. Dependent variable of this research is 

writing skill. The researcher measured dependent variable by using test. 

The researcher tested the students by asking them to write a descriptive 

text with a given topic. It was implemented to the students at the eighth 

grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
39

 Donal Ary, Introduction to Research, p. 37 
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Table 3 

The Aspect of Score Indicate The Writing Skill
40

 

No  Aspect  Score 

1 Content 0-24 

2 Organization 0-20 

3 Discourse 0-20 

4 Syntax 0-12 

5 Vocabulary 0-12 

6 Mechanics 0-12 

Total  100 

 

From the table above, the reasearcher measure the result of the essay 

test by adding all of the aspect based on the score gained by student. The 

total score is 100 

The indicator of writing skill is the students are: 

a. The students are able to write and organize a descriptive text with a 

apropriate structure. 

b. The students are able to use spelling and punctuation correctly. 

c. The students are able to enrich their vocabulary 

 

 

                                                             
40

 Douglas, Brown, Teaching by Principles an interactive Approach to Language 

Pedagogy. The United States of New York: Longman, 2001, p. 356 
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D. Data Collection Method 

1. Test  

Test is some questions or exercise and other tools used to measure 

the skill, knowledge, intellegent, capability or talent is had by individual or 

group. 

In other hand, this research is a true experimental design research 

with applying pre-test and post-test group design.  So, the researcher used 

test as data collection method to measure dependent variable. The 

researcher used written test as a data collecting method to measure 

students’ descriptive writing skill. Kind of test was essay test that the 

teacher ask the students to make a descriptive text. 

The pre-test was held in the first meeting before doing treatment in 

order to know ability of the students before doing the action research. 

While the post-test was held in the last meeting after doing treatments to 

find out whether the treatment gives any contribution to the students’ 

achievement in the class or is there any significant different between the 

experimental class and the control class scores.  

 

2. Documentation  

Documentation is the tool which has written like books, magazine, 

transcript, newspaper, lengger, legenda, document, regulation, note and so 

on. The researcher used this method to get the data about the history of 

school, the conditions of teachers and official employees, the quantity of 

students, and the organization structures and also English teacher’s 
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documentation who competences to collect the data and to get detail 

information about students’ English result in writing skill in descriptive 

text at the Eight Graders of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 

2017/2018. 

E. Research Instrument 

Research instrument is a tools that are used by the researcher to 

collecting the data better, completely and systematically, so the data easy to 

be used. Furthermore, the research instrument involves: 

1. Instrument Blueprint  

Research instrument which was used in this research are: 

a. The instrument which used to measure students’ writing skill which 

has a person or group is test. Kind of test was essay test that the 

teacher ask the students to make a descriptive text. 

b. The instruments which used for documentation method such as; 

documentation about the school history, condition, quantity of the 

students and about the location sketch of SMPN 8 Metro. 

F. Data Analysis Technique 

In data analysis technique, the researcher used two formulas. Firstly, to 

investigate whether there is any positive influence of using Nominal Group 

technique on the students’s descriptive writing skill at the eighth grader of 

SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018, the researcher used the 
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true experiment in the form of paired t-test by using control group pretest-

posttest design. The formulate of t-test:
 41
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Where:  

t : t-test 

My : Mean Sample Experiment 

Mx : Mean Sample Control 

Ny : Number Study Experiment 

Nx :  Number Study Control 

X : Deviation X2 and X1 

Y : Deviation Y2 from the Mean Y1. 

Secondly, to investigate whether there is any significant influence of 

using Nominal Group technique on the students’s descriptive writing skill at 

the eight grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Years 2017/2018, the 

researcher used Chi-Square formula. 

According to Donal Ary, when dealing with nominal data, the most 

widely used tests of significance are the Chi-Square tests. They compare 

observed frequencies and expected frequencies.
42

It is used to examine the 

significant differences between observed frequencies and expected 

                                                             
41 Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian, p. 354 
42 Donal Ary, Introduction to Research, p. 188  
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frequencies in this research, the researcher uses Chi-Square formula. The 

formula of Chi-Square:
43

  

 

   ∑
       

 

  
 

 

Where: 

 

χ
2 

: Chi-Square obtained  

fo : observed frequency 

fh : expected frequency 

  

                                                             
43 Ibid. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE RESULT OF RESEARCH 

 

A. Description of Data 

1. Research Setting 

SMP Negeri 8 Metro is one of the junior high schools in Metro City 

and is located in 23 Karang Rejo village which was founded in 1997. 

Geographically located on the border between Metro City, North Metro 

District precisely with East Lampung Regency. This condition provides 

opportunities for elementary school graduates to compete to become 

students of SMP Negeri 8 Metro. 

Since the enactment of Law no. 20 of 2003 on the national system and 

PP no. 19 of 2005 on national education standards, has encouraged 

changes to the education management system in Metro City. The learning 

process at SMP Negeri 8 Metro has imposed an educational unit 

curriculum (KTSP) for grades VII to class IX by applying contextual 

learning. 

SMP Negeri 8 Metro was established in 1998, located at Karang Rejo 

23, North Metro District. SMP Negeri 8 Metro is located in strategic place, 

cool and comfortable because away from the noise. SMP Negeri 8 Metro 

also strongly supports government programs in the effort of the 

implementation of DIKNAS, this is evidenced by the provision of learning 

36 
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opportunities for poor students through subsidies of School Operational 

Assistance. 

Since its inception until now SMP Negeri 8 Metro has experienced 

several times the turn of the principal, as for the list of names of leaders of 

SMP Negeri 8 Metro from the beginning until now is as follows: 

 H.Rozili.Z.Msc Period 1998 to 1999 

 Dra.Hj.Mulyasari Period 1999 to 2001 

 Drs.Bambang Irawan Period 2001 to 2006 

 Gono Irianto, S.Pd.M.M Period 2006 to 2012 

 Slamet, S.Pd Period 2012 until now 

 

a. School Personnel 

Table5 

Number of subject teachers 

Number of Officers SMPN 8 Metro Description 

The permanent teacher 

(PNS / Foundation) 

39 persons 

 
 

Non-Permanent Teachers 2 persons  

Employed civil servant 

teachers 
-  

Administrative Staff 4 Persons  

TU PTT 2 persons  
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Table 6 

The Teachers Educational Background 

D1 D3 S1 S2 

1 person 3 persons 31 persons 3 persons 

 

Based on my observations that served as headmaster of SMP Metro is 

Slamet, S.Pd he was appointed as headmaster of SMP N 8 Metro in 2012. Started 

this SMPN 8 Metro he became the fifth position which served as principal. 

Related to the number of female students in the school, it is not surprising that 

individual teacher's personnel ranging from school principals, subject teachers to 

TU staffs here reach 48.  

b. Student state 

From the results of interviews that I do about the state of the 

students, in SMP N 8 Metro there are 14 classes from grade VII to 

class IX with the total number of approximately 434 students and the 

number of each class an average of 29 students. Of the number of 

students who reached 434 it all went in the morning and no one came 

in the afternoon, and the average student is domiciled in the metro and 

surrounding areas. 

c.  Facilities and infrastructure 

 Supporting facilities and infrastructure in student learning process 

at SMP N 8 Metro consist of principal and teacher office, TU room, 

classroom, laboratory, library, canteen, toilet, garage, field. School 

SMP N 8 Metro is not terraced, the state of every classroom was quite 
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good in terms of tidiness is well ordered in terms of desk chair also all 

can say worthy to be used in the learning process. 

d. Organizational Structure SMP N 8 Metro 

The personnel of the organization In SMP N 8Metro is as follows: 

1. Headmaster: Slamet S.Pd 

2. Deputy Head of School: 

a. Deputy head of curriculum: Tini Sukmawati S.Pd 

b.  Deputy head of student: Amira S.Pd 

c. Deputy head of infrastructure and facilities: Rosmawati S.H 

3. Guardian class 

4. Student 

2. Condition of Policy Objectives and Implementation of Learning 

Activities 

a. Learning Activity In School 

The process of teaching and learning in SMPN 8 Metro, has been 

very effective because it is seen in terms of teachers who have an 

average already competent in their respective fields as a professional 

educator, while the facilities and infrastructure in the school is already 

quite adequate view of the needs required at the school is sufficient so 

that it can support the teaching and learning process. Therefore it can 

be said in accordance with the vision of the mission that existed in the 

school. And vision of its mission that is: Implement the learning and 
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guidance effectively so that each student develop optimally, in 

accordance with the potential. 

3. Research Data 

a. The Result of the Students’ Pre-Test 

The researcher conducted pre-test in the first meeting of the 

research in order to identify the students’ writing skill before the 

treatment would be given. The pre-test in this research is writing test. 

The Result of Students’ Experimental Class Pre-Test can be identified 

as follows: 

Table 7 

The Result of Students’ Experimental Class Pre-Test at the Eighth 

Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

NO NAME CO OR VO GR MC SCORE 

1. AT 10    9 12 10 4 45 

2. APD 10 14 17 10 4 55 

3. ATR 16 9 13 21 4 63 

4. AP 16 13 12 10 4 55 

5. AGS 16 10 15 15 4 60 

6. ADU 16 9 13 10 4 52 

7. AK 6 9 7 7 4 30 

8. AP 7 5 5 4 4 25 

9. AW 7 5 13 7 3 35 

10. AP 15 10 10 10 5 50 

11. AS 11 10 10 10 4 45 

12. ANP 16 9 14 12 4 55 
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13. AY 7 5 13 7 3 35 

14. DC 8 9 9 10 4 40 

15. FM 15 13 13 10 4 55 

16. FAE 16 15 15 10 4 60 

17. FA 5 7 12 7 4 35 

18. HK 6 9 7 7 4 30 

19. JS 8 9 9 10 4 40 

20. KY 6 10 5 10 4 35 

21. NF 6 10 6 9 4 35 

22 PY 20 10 14 12 4 60 

23 SACA 10 7 12 7 4 40 

24 SA 6 6 9 10 4 35 

25 SA 11 9 14 12 4 50 

26 SN 13 13 13 17 4 60 

27 VAA 15 13 16 17 4 65 

28 YSA 14 9 13 10 4 50 

29 YTP 6 5 6 5 3 25 

30 AF 7 4 5 5 4 25 

Total 1345 

Average 44,83 

The highest score 65 

The lowest 25 

The number of the students who got 74 or more 0 

Source: The Result of Students’ Experimental Class Pre-Test on 

August, 23
rd

, 2017. 

Based on the table above, the researcher measured the class 

interval using Sugiono’s formula as follows: 

R = the highest score – the lowest score 

= 65-25 



42 

 

 

= 40 

K = 1+3.3 log n 

= 1+4.874 = 5.874 

= 5 

P = R 

   K 

= 40 

       5  

= 8 

After knowing the interval class, then the data is taken from 

interval above was put on the table of frequency distribution as follows: 

Table 8 

Frequency Distribution as the Result of Experimental Class Pre-Test 

at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 

2017/2018 

Interval Frequency Category Percentages % 

25-32 5 Poor 16,67% 

33-40 9 Poor 30,00% 

41-48 2 Poor 06,67% 

49-56 8 Poor 26,66% 

57-64 5 Poor 16,67% 

65-72 1 Fair 03,33% 

 30  100% 

Based on the table of frequency distribution above, it can be 

inferred that no one students who passed from 74 as the Minimum 
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Mastery Criteria (MMC) or high category. Therefore, it can be 

concluded that the students’ descriptive writing skill is very low.   

Furthermore, The Result of Students’ Control Class Pre-Test can 

be identified as follows: 

Table 9 

The Result of Students’ Control Class Pre-Test at the Eighth Grader of 

SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

NO NAME CO OR VO GR MC SCORE 

1. APL 10 8 13 10 4 45 

2. AFS 11 15 15 10 4  55 

3. BAP 16 13 13 10 4 56 

4. BK 10 9 9 10 4 42 

5. CRAH 10 13 13 10 4 50 

6. DA 9 10 8    9 4 40 

7. DD 6 6 7 8 3 30 

8. EP 16 13 13 14 4 60 

9. FA 6 8 6 6 4 30 

10. FF 8 6 7 5 4 30 

11. IRZ 10 13 13 10 4 50 

12. IS 11 9 11 10 4 45 

13. IK 11 10 9 11 3 45 

14. JA 10 10 13 8 4 45 

15. LS 13 13 13 12 4 55 

16. MGS 11 13 12 10 4 50 

17. ND 6 6 7 8 3 30 

18. NFR 11 12 13 10 4 50 

19. RAR 8 6 7 5 4 30 
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20. RM 10 11 12 10 4 47 

21. RA 6 6 5 5 3 25 

22 RA 10 9 12 8 4 43 

23 RR 10 12 14 10 4 50 

24 SA 9 11 12 10 3 45 

25 SA 6 8 6 6 4 30 

26 SIM 10 9 9 8 4 40 

27 VCI 12 13 11 12 4 55 

28 WO 12 12 12 11 3 55 

29 YRK 10 13 12 11 4 50 

30 A 11 9 13 10 4 47 

Total 1325 

Average 44,16 

The highest score 60 

The lowest 25 

The number of the students who got 74 or more 0 

Source: The Result of Students’ Control Class Pre-Test on August 21
rd

, 

2017. 

Based on the table above, the researcher then measured the class 

interval using Sugiono’s formula as follows: 

R = the highest score – the lowest score 

= 60-25 

= 35 

K = 1+3.3 log n 

= 1+4.874 = 5.874 

= 5 
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P = R 

   K 

= 35 

       5  

= 7 

After knowing the interval class, the data then is taken from 

interval above was put on the table of frequency distribution as follows: 

Table 10 

Frequency Distribution as the Result of Control Class Pre-Test at the 

Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 

2017/2018 

Interval Frequency Category Percentages % 

25-31 7 Poor 23,33% 

32-38 - Poor 0% 

39-45 9 Poor 30,00% 

46-52 8 Poor 26,67% 

53-59 5 Poor 16.67% 

60-66 1 Poor 03.33% 

 30  100% 

Based on the table of frequency distribution above, it can be 

inferred that no one students who passed from 74 as the Minimum 

Mastery Criteria (MMC) or high category. Therefore, it can be inferred 

that the students’ report writing skill is low.   
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b. The Result of the Students’ Post-Test 

The researcher conducted post-test in the last meeting of the 

research in order to compare the students’ report writing skill before 

and after a treatment was given. And the data of post-test score at the 

control class as follows: 

Table 11 

The Result of Students’ Control Class Post-Test at the Eighth Grader of 

SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

NO NAME CO OR VO GR MC SCORE 

1. APL 13 13 13 12 4 55 

2. AFS 13 13 13 12 4 55 

3. BAP 16 13 9 14 3 55 

4. BK 12 9 10 10 4 45 

5. CRAH 12 13 13 12 4 54 

6. DA 9 9 10 9 3 40 

7. DO 11 9 8 9 3 40 

8. EP 17 16 17 10 4 64 

9. FA 7 7 7 6 3 30 

10. FF 8 6 6 7 3 30 

11. IRZ 11 13 14 12 5 55 

12. IS 10 9 14 13 4 50 

13. IK 9 11 9 11 5 45 

14. JA 11 10 11 9 4 45 

15. LS 12 12 10 9 3 46 
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16. MGS 16 13 9 12 5 55 

17. ND 10 8 10 9 3 40 

18. NFR 11 11 12 17 4 55 

19. RAR 7 8 7 5 3 30 

20. RM 12 11 11 11 5 50 

21. RA 7 6 6 8 3 30 

22 RA 14 13 11 9 3 50 

23 RR 15 14 9 14 3 55 

24 SA 14 13 13 11 4 55 

25 SA 8 6 6 7 3 30 

26 SM 16 13 13 14 4 60 

27 VCI 16 13 13 10 4 56 

28 WO 15 13 13 10 4 55 

29 YRK 13 13 11 9 4 50 

30 A 12 11 13 10 4 50 

Total 1430 

Average 47,6667 

The highest score 64 

The lowest 30 

The number of the students who got 74 or more 0 

Source: The Result of Students’ Control Class Post-Test on August 

28
th

, 2017. 

Based on the table above, the researcher then measured the class 

interval using Sugiono’s formula as follows: 

R = the highest score – the lowest score 

= 64-30 

= 34 
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K = 1+3.3 log n 

= 1+4.874 = 5.874 

= 5 

P = R 

   K 

= 34 

       5  

= 6.8 = 7 

After knowing the interval class, the data then is taken from 

interval above was put on the table of frequency distribution as follows: 

Table 12 

Frequency Distribution as the Result of Control Class Post-Test at the 

Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

Interval Frequency Category Percentages % 

30-36 5 Poor  20,00% 

37-43 3 Poor 36,67% 

44-50 9 Poor 20,00% 

51-57 11 Poor 16,67% 

58-64 2 Poor 06,66% 

 30  100% 

 

Based on the table of frequency distribution above, it can be 

inferred that there is no students who passed from 74 as the Minimum 

Mastery Criteria (MMC) or high category. Therefore, it can be 

concluded that the students’ descriptive writing skill is still low.   
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The researcher also conducted post-test for the experimental 

class. The result of the students’ post-test at the experimental class can 

be identified as follows: 

Table 13 

The Result of Students’ Experimental Class Post-Test at the Eighth 

Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

NO NAME CO OR VO GR MC SCORE 

1. AT 13 14 13 20 4 64 

2. APD 20 18 17 16 5 76 

3. ATR 16 13 13 7 4 53 

4. AP 18 15 14 23 4 70 

5. AGS 21 15 17 22 5 80 

6. ADU 23 14 16 23 4 80 

7. AK 18 12 12 19 3 64 

8. AP 16 12 8 10 4 50 

9. AW 15 10 12 14 4 55 

10. AP 22 13 15 21 4 75 

11. AS 15 10 12 14 4 55 

12. ANP 19 13 12 18 3 65 

13. AY 22 14 13 21 4 74 

14. DC 15 13 10 9 3 50 

15. FM 23 12 14 22 4 75 

16. FAE 21 13 14 22 4 74 

17. FA 15 13 10 11 3 52 

18. HK 18 13 11 18 3 63 

19. JS 14 12 11 12 3 52 

20. KY 22 13 15 21 4 75 
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21. NF 22 14 14 21 4 75 

22 PY 24 15 14 23 4 80 

23 SACA 23 12 15 21 4 75 

24 SA 22 13 14 21 4 74 

25 SA 21 15 14 20 4 74 

26 SN 22 13 15 21 4 75 

27 VAA 23 14 13 21 4 75 

28 YSA 22 16 13 22 4 77 

29 YTP 14 12 10 11 3 50 

30 AF 15 10 12 10 3 50 

Total 2007 

Average 66,9 

The highest score 80 

The lowest 50 

The number of the students who got 74 or more 10 

Source: The Result of Students’ Experimental Class Post-Test on 

August 30
th

, 2017. 

Based on the table above, the researcher then measured the class 

interval using Sugiono’s formula as follows: 

R = the highest score – the lowest score 

= 80-50 

= 30 

K = 1+3.3 log n 

= 1+4.874 = 5.874 

= 5 

P = R 

   K 
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= 30 

       5 

= 6 

After knowing the interval class, the data then is taken from 

interval above was put on the table of frequency distribution, as 

follows: 

Table 14 

Frequency Distribution as the Result of Experimental Class Post-Test at 

the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 

2017/2018 

 

Interval Frequency Category Percentages % 

50-55 9 Poor 30.00% 

56-61 -  0% 

62-67 4 Poor 13.33% 

68-73 1 Fair 03.33% 

74-79 13 Good 43.34% 

80-85 3 Good 10.00% 

 30  100 %  

Based on the table of frequency distribution above, it can be 

inferred that there were 10 (47.62%) students passed from 74 as the 

Minimum Mastery Criteria (MMC) or high category. Therefore, it can 

be concluded that the students’ descriptive writing skill in post test was 

increased or good.  
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B. Hypothesis Testing  

After applying the method, the researcher analyzed the data by using 

two formulas, as follows: 

1. Analyzing the data by using t-test 

The researcher used t-test in order to prove whether there is any 

positive influence between experimental class which received the 

treatment using Nominal group technique and control class which didn’t 

receive treatment using Nominal group technique at The Eighth Grader of 

SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018, as follows: 

a. Preparing the table in order to investigate the differences between 

experimental class and control class. 

Table 15 

The Authentic Table of the Differences between Experimental Class 

and Control Class at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro at the Eighth 

Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

 

  
Control Class  

  
Experimental Class 

  NO 

NO 

Subject 

Pre- Post-     

Subject 

Pre- Post-   

  Test Test Difference   Test Test Difference 

  (X1) (X2) (X)   (Y1) (Y2) (Y) 

1. APL 45 55 10 1. AT 45 64 19 

2. AFS 55 55 0 2. APD 55 76 21 

3. BAP 56 55 -1 3. ATR 63 53 -10 

4. BK 42 45 3 4. AP 55 70 15 
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5. CRAH 50 54 4 5. AGS 60 80 20 

6. DA 40 40 0 6. ADU 52 80 28 

7. DO 30 40 10 7. AK 30 64 34 

8. EP 60 64 4 8. AP 25 50 25 

9. FA 30 30 0 9. AW 35 55 20 

10. FF 30 30 0 10. AP 50 75 25 

11. IRZ 50 55 5 11. AS 45 55 10 

12. IS 45 50 5 12. ANP 55 65 10 

13. IK 45 45 0 13. AY 35 74 39 

14. JA 45 45 0 14. DC 40 50 10 

15. LS 55 46 -9 15. FM 55 75 20 

16. MGS 50 55 5 16. FAE 60 74 14 

17. ND 30 40 10 17. FA 35 52 17 

18. NFR 50 55 5 18. HK 30 63 33 

19. RAR 30 30 0 19. JS 40 52 12 

20. RM 47 50 3 20. KY 35 75 40 

21. RA 25 30 5 21. NF 35 75 40 

22 RA 43 50 7 22 PY 60 80 20 

23 RR 50 55 5 23 SACA 40 75 35 

24 SA 45 55 10 24 SA 35 74 39 

25 SA 30 30 0 25 SA 50 74 24 

26 SM 40 60 20 26 SN 60 75 15 

27 VCI 55 56 1 27 VAA 65 75 10 

28 WO 55 55 0 28 YSU 50 77 27 

29 YRK 50 50 0 29 YTP 25 50 25 

30 A 47 50 3 30 AF 25 50 25 

The Result 1325 1430 ∑ X= 105 The Result 1345 2007 ∑ Y= 662 
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b. Putting the data into t-test formula in order to get tobserved: 

 

Mx   =∑ X =  105 = 3.5 

           N       30 

 

∑x
2 
= ∑X

2 
- (∑X)

 2 

      N 

       = 1141- (105)
2
 

                     30 

       = 1141- 11025 

                    30 

       = 1141- 367.5 

 

∑x
2
 = 773.5 

 

My   = ∑ Y =  662 = 22.06 

            N       30 

 

∑y
2 
= ∑Y

2 
- (∑Y)

 2 

                      N 

       = 18282 - (662)
2
 

                        30 

       =  18282- 438244 

                        30 

       = 18282 – 14608.13 

 

∑y
2
 = 3673.87 

 

 

Therefore the researcher counted by using the formula of t-test as follow: 

 

 

     t = 

























30

1

30

1

23030

3673.87773.5

06.223.5
  

        = 




















30

2

58

37.4447

56.18
     

        = 
 066.0678.76

56.18

x
 

        = 252.8
249.2

56.18

060.5

56.18
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Moreover, after putting the data above into formula t-test, the 

researcher got tobserved is 8.252 

2. Analyzing the data by using chi-square test 

The researcher used chi-square test to prove whether there is any 

significant influence of using Nominal group technique in descriptive 

writing skill  at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year 

of 2017/2018, as follows: 

a. Preparing the table distribution frequency of pre-test and post-test in 

experimental class (VIII A) 

Table 16 

Distribution Frequency of Pre-Test And Post-Test  

In Experimental Class (VIII A) 

 

Variables 
Category 

Total 
Good Fair Poor 

Pre-Test 0 1 29 30 

Post-Test 16 1 13 30 

Total 16  2 42 60 

 

b. Putting the data into Chi-Square analysis technique in order to get 

  
observed. 

   ∑
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Table 17 

Testing of The Data 

Sel: fo fh= 
       

 
 fo - fh (fo - fh)

2 
(fo - fh)

2 

fh 

1 0 8 -8 64 8 

2 1 1 0 0 0 

3 29 21 8 64 3.047 

4 16 8 8 64 8 

5 1 1 0 0 0 

6 13 21 -8 64 3.047 

∑ 60 60 0 256 22.094 

 Moreover, after putting the data above into Chi-Square analysis, 

the researcher got   
observed  is  22.094 

C. Interpretations 

Honestly, the researcher has formulated the alternative hypothesis (Ha) 

and null hypothesis (Ho) are as follows: 

1. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 

There is a positive and significant influence of using Nominal group 

technique in descriptive writing skill at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 

Metro in the Academic Year Of 2017/2018 

2. Null Hypothesis (Ho) 

There is no a positive and significant influence of using Nominal group 

technique in descriptive writing skill at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 

Metro in the Academic Year Of 2017/2018 
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Furthermore, after Ha and Ho has formulated, the researcher consulted 

tobserved to ttable and fo to fh  as follows: 

c. If tobserved > ttable and   
observed >   

table, So Ha is accepted and Ho is 

rejected. 

d. If tobserved < ttable and   
observed <   

table, So Ha is rejected and Ho is 

accepted. 

It means that if the tobserved is higher than ttable (there is a positive 

influence)  and   
observed >   

table (there is a significant influence), Ha is 

accepted and Ho is rejected. On the other way, if the tobserved is smaller than 

ttable (there is no a positive influence) and   
observed <   

table (there is no a 

significant influence), Ha is rejected and Ho is accepted. 

1. Interpretation of tobserved 

After  analyzing the data in hypothesis testing, the researcher found 

that the critical value of tobserved is 8.252. If the researcher interprets it base 

on the concept above. It can be infered that there is a positive influence of 

using Nominal Group Technique on the students’ descriptive writing skill 

at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Years of 2017/ 

2018. 

a. Statistical Significance  

The hypothesis applied in this present research is there is a positive 

influence of using Nominal group technique in descriptive writing skill at 

the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year Of 2017/2018.  
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To know the critical value of ttable, the researcher firstly counted 

degrees of freedom (d.f), as follows: 

d.f  = Nx + Ny - 2. 

d.f = Nx+Ny – 2 

= 30+30-2 

= 58 

After considering the t-test table by using df 58, the researcher not 

found it in t-table. So, it is done interpolation because 58 are higher than 

40 and smaller than 60. 

Table 18 

Critical Value of ttable 

 5% 1% 

d.f 40 2.021 2.704 

d.f 60 2.000 2.660 

Source: Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan 

Praktik, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2010). 

 5% 1% 

d.f 40 + d.f 60 

           2 

2.021 + 2.000 

           2 

2.704 + 2.660 

           2 

= 2.010 = 2.682 
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From all data analysis above, it can be known that: 

tobserved  = 8.252 

ttable = 2.010 (5%) and 2.682 (1%)  

Furthermore, the data confirm that tobserved is higher than ttable, or it 

can be written as 2.010<8.252>2.682. It means that there is a positive 

influence of using Nominal group technique in descriptive text at the 

Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018. 

2. Interpretation of   
observed 

After  analyzing the data in hypothesis testing, the researcher found that 

the critical value of   
observed  is  22.094. If the researcher interprets it base 

on the concept of hypothesis. It can be infered that there is a significant 

influence of using Nominal group technique in descriptive writing skill at 

the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/2018. 

b. Statistical Significance  

The hypothesis applied in this present research is there is a 

significant influence of using Nominal Group Technique on the 

students’ descriptive writing skill at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 

Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/ 2018.  

To know the critical value of   
table, the researcher firstly counted 

degree of freedom (d.f), as follows: 

d.f  = (Column - 1) (Row - 1) 
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d.f  = (3 - 1) (2 - 1) 

d.f  = (2) (1) = 2 

The degrees of freedom (d.f) was 2, the researcher was able to 

find it in   
table.  

Table 19 

Critical Value of   
table 

 5% 1% 

d.f 2 5.991 9.210 

Source: Suharsimi Arikunto, Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan 

Praktik, (Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2010). 

From all data analysis above, it can be known that: 

  
observed = 22.094 

  
table = 5.991 (5%) and 9.210 (1%)  

Furthermore, the data confirm that   
observed is higher than   

table 

or it can be written as 5.991<22.094>9.210. There are high or 

significant difference between   
observed and   

table.. It means that there 

is a significant influence of using Nominal Group Technique on the 

students’ descriptive writing skill at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 

Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/ 2018. 

Regarding to the all the finding above, the data confirm that tobserved is 

higher than ttable (there is a positive influence)  and   
observed >   

table (there 

is a significant influence). It means that Ha is accepted and Ho is rejected. 
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On the other word, there is a positive and significant influence of using 

Nominal Group Technique on the students’ descriptive writing skill at the 

Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/ 2018.  

This technique brought positive character that is discussion in group. 

Discussion that is brought by this technique are be able to solve the 

problem about students’ difficulties in developing ideas. Students can be 

more easy to generate their ideas in their writing because the get the 

imginations from their friends’s ideas. So that Nominal group technique 

has a positive influence on the students’ descriptive writing skill at the 

Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Year of 2017/ 2018.  

D. Limitations 

However, after conducting the research and gaining the data from test 

and documentation, the researcher found some problems and limitations are 

as follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1. Problem in applying Nominal group technique 

In the first activity of the treatment, the researcher did not face 

difficulty to manage the class. Most of students are able to be active and 

participate fully during the lesson. However, in the end activity of the 

treatment, the researcher faced difficulty to manage the class because the 

students have losed their concentration or their focus. For example, when 

the researcher asked students to analyze another group’s writing, most of 

students seemed very busy with their friends. Also, the class was a little 

noisy. 
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2. Students’ problem in writing class 

Some students did not care more about grammar. So, they have some 

errors in their writing 

3. This research was conducted at the Eighth Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the 

Academic Year of 2017/ 2018, so the result was limited only to this grade 

in this school. Moreover, the result of this research is only for that year. It 

means this research is not generally accepted. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

After analyzing the data by using t-test formula, the researcher found 

that the critical value of tobserved is 8.252. Then, considering the ttable by using 

df.58, the researcher found it in the table. So it’s interpolation, and as the 

result, from df 58, it can be known that the critical value of ttable for the 5% 

level is 2.010 and for the 1% level is 2.682. Beside that, after analyzing the 

data by using Chi-Square formula, the researcher found that the critical value 

of   
observed  is 22.094. Then, considering the   

table by using df.2, the 

researcher found it in the table. the critical value of   
table for the (5%) level 

is 5.991 and for the (1%) level is 9.210. 

From those all of the data analysis, it can be seen that tobserved (8.252) is 

higher than ttable (5%=2.010 , 1%=2.682), or it can be written as (2.010< 8.252 

>2.682). It means there is a positive influence. Beside that, the data confirm 

that   
observed is higher than   

table or it can be written as 5.991 

<22.094>9.210. There are high or significant difference between   
observed 

and   
table. It means that there is a significant influence. 

Therefore, it can be infered that Ha is accepted and Ho is rejected. It 

means that there is a positive and significant influence of using Nominal 

Group Technique on the students’ descriptive writing skill at the Eighth 

Grader of SMPN 8 Metro in the Academic Years of 2017/ 2018. 

63 



64 

 

 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the explanation above, the writer suggests some points as 

follows: 

1. For the Teachers 

The teacher should choose a great technique in teaching English 

especially in writing class in order that the student can more participate 

fully in the class and understand the material that is delivered by the 

teacher, because by a great technique in teaching and learning, it can 

automatically improved the student motivation in learning process and try 

the best effort to accepting the material that is taught by the teacher. 

2. For The Students 

a. The Students should be more active in learning English, if they do not 

understand about the lesson that delivered by their teacher, they should 

ask to the teacher. 

b. The students should to care more about grammar and punctuation in 

their writing. 

c. The students are suggested to improve their descriptive writing skill. 

3. For The School 

a. The researcher greatly expects that this study can give contribution for 

the school, such as a good inspiration for further studies in learning 

descriptive writing skill. 
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b. The school is recommended to make the further study in applying 

Nominal group technique which is done by the teacher in learning 

descriptive writing. 
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