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A MORPHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS OF COMPOUND WORDS 

USED IN NOVEL `WITH EYES CLOSED: THE COLOR OF DROWNING` 

BY JASON MIRANDA 

 

 

ABSTRACK 

BY:  

INDAH SRI HANDAYANI 

 

 

This research examines types and the meaning of the compound words used 

in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning By Jason Miranda. Therefore, 

the researcher identified all of the words in the novel to find out the types and 

meaning of compound words.  

In this research, the researcher utilises a qualitative method with the content 

analysis to identify the types and the meaning of compound words in novel With 

Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning By Jason Miranda. The object of this 

research was compound words.  In collection the data, the researcher used 

documentation technique and the steps are reading the novel, underlining the 

words, selecting and collecting the data systematically in accordance with the 

types and the meaning of compound words.  

The research results showed that there are 101 compound words. Based on 

the type of compound words, there are 51 words categorized as compound nouns, 

31 words categorized as compound verbs, and 19 words categorized as compound 

adjectives. Based on the contextual meaning of compound words, there are 56 

words categorized as endocentric compound and 45 words categorized as 

exocentric compound.  

 

Keywords: compound words, with Eyes closed novel, qualitative method 
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ANALISIS MORFOLOGI KATA MAJEMUK   

DI NOVEL `WITH EYES CLOSED: THE COLOR OF DROWNING`  

KARYA JASON MIRANDA 

 

ABSTRAK 

Oleh: 

INDAH SRI HANDAYANI 

 

 

Penelitian ini meneliti jenis dan makna dari kata majemuk yang digunakan 

dalam novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning Oleh Jason Miranda. 

Oleh karena itu, peneliti mengidentifikasi semua kata dalam novel tersebut untuk 

mengetahui jenis dan makna kata majemuk.  

Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan teknik 

analisis untuk mengidentifikasi jenis dan makna kata majemuk dalam novel With 

Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning oleh Jason Miranda. Objek penelitian ini 

adalah kata majemuk. Dalam pengumpulan data, peneliti menggunakan teknik 

documentasi dan langkah-langkahnya adalah membaca novel, menggarisbawahi 

kata-kata, memilih dan mengumpulkan data secara sistematis sesuai dengan jenis 

dan makna kata majemuk. 

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa ada 101 kata majemuk. Berdasarkan 

jenis kata majemuk, ada 51 kata yang dikategorikan sebagai kata benda majemuk, 

31 kata yang dikategorikan sebagai kata kerja majemuk, dan 19 kata yang 

dikategorikan sebagai kata sifat majemuk. Berdasarkan makna kontekstual kata 

majemuk, ada 56 kata yang dikategorikan endosentrik dan 45 kata yang 

dikategorikan eksosentrik. 

Kata Kunci: kata majemuk, novel With Eyes Closed, metode kualitatif. 
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MOTTOS 

 

 مَنْ سَلكََ طَرِ يْقاً يلَْتمَِسُ فِيْهِ عِلْمً,

ُ لهَُ بِهِ طَرِ يْقاً اِلىَ الْجَنَّةِ  لَ اللََّّ  سَهَّ

 

Anyone who goes out to seek knowledge,  

then he is in the way of Allah until he returns 

(HR. Muslim , number 2699) 

 

Success is not a final and failure is not an initial 

(Wise Word) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

Communication is the activity that human always do in daily life.  

Language is the thing that inseparable from human life. Language is a tool 

that human need as a medium to communicate with each other in human 

beings‟ interaction and it is a tool of communication among the nations in all 

over the world. Every nation has different language to other nations, so they 

need same language to communicate with each other. Instead, English has 

become international communication in education, transportation, tourism, 

technology, diplomacy, commerce, scientific research, and so forth.  

In English, there are many subdivision of linguistics refer to morphology, 

syntactic, semantic, phonology, and sociolinguistic. Morphology deals with 

the study of how word is formed in language. Morphology is the study of 

internal structure of word, how it is formed by the smaller pieces. Booij 

argues that morphology is a subdivision of linguistic that deals with such 

patterns.
1
 Therefore, morphology is about the internal constituent structure of 

words as well.  

Meanwhile, the term „word‟ is a part of everyone‟s vocabulary. Word is 

the most basic unit of a language.
2
 A word itself has a meaning, but word can 

be grammatically simple and complex word. Complex word is word that has 

                                                           
1
 Geert Booij, The Grammar of Words (New York: Oxford University, 2005), 4.  

2
 Andrew Carstair-McCarty, An Introduction to English Morphology: Words and Their 

Structure (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press Ltd, 2002), 1. 
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internal structure that can be divided into smaller part, while the simple word 

is the smallest word only consisting of one single morpheme that has one 

single meaning. A new word can be formed naturally because of the habits, 

changing times and environments. The process of word formation is 

compounding.  

Therefore, compounding is the process of joining two or more words into 

an entity that has a single meaning. According to Matthews, compounding is 

a process by which a compound lexeme is derived from two or more simpler 

lexeme. In other hand, it is a combination from form lexemes to not simply 

form.
3
 Compounding is divided into compound nouns, compound adjectives, 

compound verb, and compound adverb.  

Furthermore, O‟Grady and Dobrovolsky state that English orthography is 

not consistent in explaining compounds since they are sometimes written as 

single words, sometimes with an intervening hyphen, and sometimes as 

separate words.
4
 On the other hand, Booij agues that compounds are 

combination of two or more lexeme. It can conclude that compound word is a 

new word that formed from two or more morphemes.
5
  O‟Grady and 

Dobroyolsky, said that a morpheme is the smallest unit of language that 

carriage information about meaning or function.  

In relation to the classification compound from the contextual meaning, 

Lieber, notes that there are two types of compound; 1) endocentric 

                                                           
3
 P.H. Matthews, Morphology. Second Edition (New York: Cambridge University Press, 

1991), 82.   
4
 O‟Grady, William and Michael Dobrovolsky, Contemporary Linguistic Analysis, 

(Toronto: A Longman Company, 1987),  101.   
5
 Geert Booij, The Grammar of Words.,  93.  
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compounds, that is compounds with a head. 2) Exocentric compound, 

headless compound.
6
   

Based on the explanation above, the researcher tries to examine 

compound words used in a literary work. For the purpose of research, the 

researcher selects some examples of compound words found in a novel 

authored by Jason Miranda that bears the title  With Eyes Closed the Color of 

Drowning. The researcher‟s preliminary identification find the variation in 

the ways in which the author created forms, types, and meanings of the 

compound found in this work. For example: 

I lay my head back against the headrest and try to seem indifferent.(page 2) 

              N 

 

 

N  N 

              head  rest  

Based on the tree diagram above, the compound headrest is formed from 

two elements with the same categories head (N) and rest (N). Semantically, 

the compound headrest contains constituents which function as the head 

(head) and modifier (rest), the meaning of headrest is a padded part extending 

from or fixed to the back of a chair, designed to support the head to relax. It 

can be understood that the type of the word headrest is an endocentric 

compound.  

                                                           
6
 Rochelle Lieber, Introducting Morphology, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2009) 48.   
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Then, the second example is:  

“Okay. Light it.” You say, and the countdown starts. ( page 4) 

              N 

 

 

V           Adv 

              count          down  

Based on the tree diagram, it can be understood that the word countdown 

is a noun compound which is formed from two elements. Those two elements 

are from different categories count (V) and down (Adv). Semantically, the 

compound countdown contains constituents which function as the head 

(count) and modifier (down), the meaning of countdown is an act of counting 

numerals in reverse order to zero, especially to time the last seconds before 

the launching of something.  

Thus, the two examples above show that in the novel With Eyes Closed 

the Color of Drowning there are variation of compound word. The form of 

the first example is the same as the second example, there are the noun 

compounds, but the fisrt example is formed by constituent (N) head + N 

(rest), even though the second example is formed by (V) count + (Adv) down.  

Furthermore, the focus of resarcher in this research is compound words 

in a novel of With Eyes Closed: The Color of Drowning. With Eyes Closed 

the Color of Drowning Novel is written by Jason Miranda. This novel was 

published in www.bookrix.com on November 9, 2009. This novel tells a variety 

http://www.bookrix.com/
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of things ranging from murder to someone who is addicted to drugs. The 

storyline used in this novel is the flow back and forth. 

Based on the explanation above, to prove whether it is true that the 

compound words contained in the novel With Eyes Closed the Color of 

Drowning is varied or not, the resarcher is interested to analyze the 

compound words used in that novel. For this reason, the researcher focuses on 

the research of compound words in order to understand the types and the 

meaning of compound words in the novel, especially in With Eyes Closed the 

Color of Drowning, entitle “ A Morphological Analysis Of Compound 

Words Used In Novel `With Eyes Closed The Color Of Drowning` By Jason 

Miranda” 

 

B. Problem Formulation 

In line with the background of the research, the researcher formulates the 

research question as follows: 

1. What are the types of compound words in the novel “With Eyes Closed 

the Color of Drowning”? 

2. What are the meanings of compound words found in the novel “With 

Eyes Closed the Color of Drowning”? 
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C. Objective and Benefit of  Study 

1. Objective  

Based on the problem formulation mentioned above, the researcher 

has the following objectives as follows: 

a. To identify the types of compound words in the novel “With Eyes 

Closed the Color of Drowning”? 

b. To identify the meaning of the compound words in the novel “With 

Eyes Closed the Color of Drowning”?  

2. Benefit of Study 

Generally, the result of research about compound word in novel 

theoretically will increase our knowledge about compound word itself. 

This research will also contribute to studies and we can also understand 

the compound words in the novel “With Eyes Closed the Color of 

Drowning”. Specially, it is expected that the result of this research have 

the benefit as follows: 

a. For the English students  

The result of this research can be additional knowledge of 

compound word.  

b. Other writer 

For those who learn about second language especially English 

and for other writer who concern in compound words, this research 

can be used as a reference.  
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D. Prior Research 

Compound word has been paid attention by many researchers. Therefore 

there are many research conducted previously related to compound word.  

Firstly, the same previous research by L.D.A. Paramastiti Rahadiyanti 

from English Letters Study program, Department of English Letters Faculty 

of Letters, Sanata Dharma university Yogyakarta entitled “An Analysis of 

Compound Word in Political Articles of Strategic Review Magazine” in 2017. 

The result of this research shows that (1) There are 3formations which are 

formed by several lexical categories as follows noun + noun, verb + noun, 

and adjective + noun, meanwhile, there are  1formation in compound 

adjective which is adverb + adjective and 1formation in compound verb 

which is particle + verb, (2) The classification of meaning is divided into two 

parts, endocentric compound has the percentage about 55% , meanwhile 

exocentric compound only has 45%.
7
  

Secondly, on the research about undergraduate thesis by Arum Rumiyati 

from School of Teacher Training and Education, Muhammadiyah University 

entitled “A Morphological Analysis of Compound Words Used in Novel „The 

Single Girls‟s To-Do List‟ By Linsey Kelk” in 2015.  The result of this 

research show that there are 636 data of endocentric compound or 79,70% , 

                                                           
7
 L.D.A Paramastiti Rahadiyanti, Undergraduate Thesis: An Analysis of Compound 

Words in Political Articles of Strategic Review Magazine, (Yogyakarta: Sanata Dharma 

University,2017), 41.  
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those are the dominant data , meanwhile the copulative compounds are 37 

data or 4,64% , then the exocentric compounds are 125 data or 15,66%. 
8
 

The last prior research conducted by Ririn Dwi Cahyanti from English 

Education Department, State Islamic Institute of Palangka Raya entitled “ An 

Analysis of Compound words Used in Stephenie Meyer‟s Twilight” in 2016. 

The result of this research show that (1) there are 253 compound words as 

follows 1,9% or 5 open compound words, 25,8% or 65 hyphenated compound 

wordsand 72,3% or 183 closed compound words. (2) Based on the word class 

perspective, there are 68,5% or 173 words about compound noun, 5,2% or 13 

words of compound verb, and 26,3 or 67 words about compound adjective. 

(3) Based on the meaning perspective, there are 55,3% or 140 words in 

exocentric compound words meaning and 44,7% or 113 words in endocentric 

compound meaning. The compound words have found 253 (100%) in total.
9
  

Based on the prior researches above, here the researcher take up the title 

A Morphological Analysis Of Compound Words Used In Novel `With Eyes 

Closed The Color Of Drowning` By Jason Miranda. The distinction between 

this research and three prior researches above is this research focuses to 

analyze the types and the meaning of compound words used in novel With 

Eyes Closed the Color of Drowning by Jason Miranda.  

 

                                                           
8
 Arum Rumiyati, Undergraduate Thesis: A Morphological Analysis of Compound 

Words Used in Novel „The Single Girls‟s To-Do List‟ By Linsey Kelk, (Surakarta: 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 2015), 39.  
9
 Ririn Dwi Cahyanti, Undergraduate Thesis: An Analysis of Compound words Used in 

Stephenie Meyer‟s Twilight, (Palangka Raya: IAIN Palangka Raya, 2016), 68.  
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. The Concept of Morphology 

1. Definition of Morphology 

Morphology is one branches of linguistic theory which is defined as 

the study of  word formation. According to Mark Aronoff and Kirsten 

Fudeman, morphology refers to the mental system involved in word 

formation or to the branch of linguistic that deals with words, their 

internal structure, and how they are formed.
10

 In another definition, 

morphology is concerned with the study of how word is formed in 

language. Meanwhile, Booij explained that morphology is a subdiciplene 

of linguistic that deals with such patterns.
11

  

Morphology is the study of word formation, including the ways new 

words are joined in the languages of the world, and the way forms of 

words are varied depending on how they are used in sentences.
12

 

Therefore, morphology deals with the internal constituent structure of 

words as well. In morphology, one of the discussion is about morphemes.  

Morpheme is the basic unit of analysis recognized in morphology. 

Morpheme is the smallest unit of language that carries information about  

                                                           
10

 Mark Aronoff and Kirsten Fudeman, What is Morphology? ( United Kingdom: John 

Wiley and Sons Ltd, 2010) 1-2.  
11

 Geert Booij, The Grammar of Words: An Introduction to Linguistic Morphology  

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 4.  
12

 Rochelle Lieber, Introducting Morphology (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2009) 2.  
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meaning or function.
13

 There are two kinds of morphemes, free 

morpheme and bound morpheme. A morpheme is categorized as a free 

morpheme if  it can be a word by itself or can stand alone as an 

independent word in a phrase. For example, in, but, do, stay, and blend. 

Those morphemes can stand alone independently. Those morphemes do 

not need to be attached with other morphemes. The second classification 

is bound morpheme. Bound morpheme is a morpheme  that must be 

attached to another element.
14

 This kind of morpheme is usually the 

affixes. For instance, -ed, -er, -ing, and –s. Those kinds of morphemes 

cannot stand alone. They need another morphemes to be attached.  

Those morphemes are combined each other to make a new word. 

The process of combining the elements to make a new word is usually 

termed as word formation process. The most important word formation 

processes are compounding and derivation, although other types, 

including blending, backformation, clipping, and acronyms can play a 

fignificant role.
15

  

2. Types of Word Formation 

a. Derivation  

O‟Grady states derivation uses an affix to build a word with a 

meaning or categaory distinct that of its base. Sometime, derivation 

                                                           
13

 O‟Grady, William and Michael Dobrovolsky, Contemporary Linguistic Analysis, 

(Toronto: A Longman Company, 1987),  101.   
14

 Ibid., 102.  
15

 Ibid., 274. 
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is called affixation.
16

 Wardhaugh defines affixation as a process of 

attaching an affix to the root either to the left side or right side of the 

root. When an affix is attached to the end of the root or to the right 

side of the root, it is called a suffix.
17

 For example, beauty + {ful} = 

beautiful. Whereas, when affix is attached to the front of the root or 

the left side of the root, it is called prefix. For example, {dis} + 

agree = disagree.  

In word formation,  suffixes can change the category of word, 

while prefixes do not. However, there is a prefix which can change 

the meaning of  word. 

b. Blending  

Blending is one of the word formation process which use the 

fusion of two words into one, usually the first part of one word with 

the last part of another, so that the resultant blend consist of both 

original meanings.
18

  For example: 

 Motor + hotel = motel  

 Smoke + fog = smog 

 Breakfast + lunch = brunch  

The word motel is used to mean a hotel for motorists, further, 

the word smog is used to mean smoke and fog, and the word brunch 

is used to mean a meal taken instead of both breakfast and lunch.  

                                                           
16

 O‟Grady, William and Michael Dobrovolsky, Contemporary Linguistic Analysis., 

107.  
17

Ronald Wardhaugh, Introduction to Linguistics Second Edition (New York: McGraw 

Hill, Inc., 1987) 84.  
18

O‟Grady, William and Michael Dobrovolsky, Contemporary Linguistic Analysis., 124.  
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c. Clipping 

Another word formation process is called clipping. Clipping is 

the process of shortening a longer word by deleting one or more 

syllables .
19

 It occurs when the long word has a very common use 

and the shorter form result because it is simple and more easily 

understood. These clipped forms are usually appropriate in informal 

converstion but some of ther are also used in standard English.  

In the clipping process, there is no exact rule of how to clip 

longer words. For example, the word pub is clipped from the word 

public, the word mag is clipped from the word magazine, and 

another example is the word pro is clipped from the word 

professional.  

d. Acronym  

An acronym is the result of forming a word by taking the initial 

or the first letter of the word in a phrase or title.
20

 This process 

happens because the name of the phrase is too long to say, moreover 

the speakers create a shorter way to say the phrase.  

Acronym is especially common in names of  organizations, 

military and scientific terminology. They usually consist of a long 

phrase which is then made into an acronym and formed into a word. 

For example, the phrase Canadian International Development 

                                                           
19

 Ibid., 123.  
20

 Ibid., 126.  
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Agency can make acronym CIDA, the phrase Compact Disc can 

make acronym CD.  

e. Backformation  

Backformation is a process that crerates a new word by 

removing a real or supposed affix from another word in the 

language.
21

 In another definition, backformation is a shortened word 

from a longer word. For example, the word Edit is backformation 

from the word Editor. Other bacformation in English include donate 

from donation, orientate from orientation and enthuse from 

enthusiasm.  

f. Compounding 

In many language, compounding also called composition. 

Matthews stated that compounding is the process by which a 

compound lexeme is derived from two or more simple lexeme.
22

 

Compounding is the process of bringing together two or more words 

into a single entity that has one meaning of the word. Compounding 

is the process of combining some lexical categories such as nouns, 

adjectives, verbs, or preposition.  

                                                           
21

 O‟Grady, William and Michael Dobrovolsky, Contemporary Linguistic Analysis., 

124. 
22

 P.H. Matthews, Morphology. Second Edition (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1991), 82.   
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Compounds is words formed by combining roots, and the much 

smaller category of phrasal words, that is items that have the internal 

structure of phrases but function syntactically as words.
23

  

According to Boiij, compound words consist of the combination 

of lexemes into larger words. In other words, compounds word 

consist of the combination of two words, in which one word 

modifies the meaning of the other, the head.
24

 This means that such 

compound words have binary structure. Compound words is a word 

that is formed by combination of two or more words which create 

the new meaning of its word.  

3. Types of Compound Words 

McCarthy divided compound words into three types, there are 

compound noun, compound verb, and compound adjective.  

a. Compound Noun 

McCarthy stated that compound noun is also defined as a fixed 

expression which is made up of more than one word and function as 

a noun.
25

 Compound noun is a noun that is made with two or more 

words. Each compound noun acts as a single unit and can be 

modified by other categories such as noun, adjective, and 

preposition.  

There are four formations of how is compound noun formed. 

The first formation is noun + noun, for instance foot (N) is combined 
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with ball (N), and then it becomes football as a noun. The second 

formation is verb + noun, for example play (Verb) is combined with 

time (noun). Then it becomes playtime as noun. The third formation 

is Adjective + noun, for instance black (adjective) is combined with 

board (noun), and then it becomes blackboard as noun. The last 

formation is preposition + noun. For example, in (preposition) is 

combined with group (noun). It becomes in-group as noun.  

b. Compound Verb 

Adams explained that compound verb in English is not formed 

by putting two or more lexemes together to form a new verb, but by 

back-formation from noun or adjective and conversion or zero 

derivation from compound noun.
26

 For the back formation, the 

example is trickle-irrigate is from the back formation of trickle-

irrigation.  

As compound noun , compound verb is also formed by several 

of categories. The first form of compound verb is verb + verb , for 

instance freeze-day (verb). Freeze-dry is formed by freeze (verb) and 

dry (verb). The second forms is noun + verb, for example air-

condition (verb), which is formed by air (noun) and condition (verb). 

The third forms is adjective + verb. For instance, whitewash (verb) is 

formed by white (adjective) and wash (verb). The last form is 
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preposition + verb , and then the example is overcook (verb) , which 

is formed by over (preposition) and cook (verb).  

c. Compound Adjective 

Compound adjectives are formed by several different patterns. 

According to Bauer, compound adjective is formed by several 

lexical categories and a large number of different patterns. 

Compound adjectives are usually written in a hyphen.
27

 For example, 

never-ending, overactive,  and well-dressed.   

As with compound noun and compound verb, compound 

adjective has some example of formation. Firstly, noun + adjective 

formation, the example is sky-high (adjective), which is formed by 

sky (noun) and high (adjective). Secondly, adjective + adjective 

formation, for instance is  grey-green (adjective). It is formed by 

grey (adjective) and green (adjective). The last formation is 

preposition + adjective. For instance, overactive (adjective) which is 

formed by over (preposition) and active (adjective).  

 

4. The Compound Word Meanings 

Compound words are used to express a wide range of meaning 

relationship. Compound word meaning does not always be predicted 

from its parts. For example, the word White House and white house. 

Actually, the meaning of White House is the official residence of the US 
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president in Washington DC. Meanwhile, the meaning of white house is a 

house which is painted with white color.  

Compound words have the meanings that are not entirely consistent 

because several of them are idiomatic. For example, the word sugar 

daddy. The meaning of Sugar daddy is not a father who brings or sells 

sugar. Sugar daddy actually is a rich older man who lavishes gift on a 

young woman in return for her company. In this study, the writer focuses 

on identifying the meaning of compound words by its parts. There are 

several types of compound words meanings. Those are: 

a. Endocentric Compound 

Encocentric compound is a compound wich the meaning can be 

denoted by its head. The head of compounds is usually termed as the 

rightmost morpheme which is placed in right-hand.
28

  Katamba said 

that the most compound in English are endocentric, then they have a 

head. In such compound, normally the head element appears as the 

right-handmost constituent of the word.
29

 For example, the word 

airplane. Airplane has a menaning of  a kind of plane which travels 

through the air. Another example is bath towel. Bath towel is a towel 

to be used after bathing.  

Based on the previous examples of endocentric compound, the 

meaning can be identified from the rightmost morpheme or the head 
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of its compound. The meaning of compoun word is indicated by the 

head of compound.  

b. Exocentric Compound 

Katamba argues that exocentric compounds are headless 

ccompound which do not contain an element that function as the 

sematic head which is modified by the nonhead element.
30

  O‟Grady 

explains that in exocentric compound, the meaning of the compound  

does not follow from its parts.
31

 For example, the word red head. 

Read head actually is not a type of head. It is a person who has red 

hair. Another example is the word white-collar. Whihe-collar does 

not a kind of a collar or a white thing, but the meaning is something 

which is related with a worker. Based on the previous examples, the 

meaning of compound word cannot be identified from its parts.  

 

B. The Concept of Novel 

1. Definition of Novel 

A novel generally covers a much longer period than a short story or 

play. Novels of epic proportions may chronicle the life of main character 

and the lives of descant over several generals.
32

 Moreover, Kennedy says 
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that the novel is a picture of real life and manners, and of the time in 

which it was written.
33

   

Novel is a narrative that imagining situation and characters in plot. 

Novel respresents life and life in large measure, a social reality, even 

thought the natural world and inner or subjective world of the individual 

have also been objectives of literature imitation.
34

 As stated by Wellek 

and Weren, It may include the real place, people and events. Besides, 

novel is a work of art whose materials are taken from the contemporary 

life. As a literary work, it represents a story about human life 

expreriences. Novel is a mirror of the social life.
35

  

Novel is one of kinds of literature. Novel is fiction in the form of 

written or oral which has two elements are intrinsic and extrinsic. In the 

novel describe the characters and phenomena from the real of human life. 

novel is reflection of human life. In Wellek and Warren, Reeve says that 

novel is a picture of real manner and of the time in which it was written. 

It shows that novel deals with the real life of society. Novel is like mirror 

that reflects the condition and situation of human in real life then 

ilustrated by author of the novel in a written form.
36

  

Novel is narrative, it differentiates the novel from drama. drama is 

meant to be seen and heard. In the novel, we cannot see the expression of 
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the characters or hear the intonation on their voice. Novel has a narrator 

who usually drops hint or explains from time to time, but in drama there 

is no narrator.  

Novel as one of the literary works certainly contains many aspect 

that depicted based on the human real life. this aspect commonly concern 

with emotion, feeling, problems, conflicts, etc. Nowadays, a novel is 

often read for entertainment, although many can also be informative.  

Moreover, there are many elements in novel that writer explained 

generally. In the next discussion the writer states those terms and any 

other parts that build the novel clearly and detail.   

2. Elements of Novel 

a. Theme 

Menrath states that theme is message or central idea of a literary 

piece of art. It is found out indirectly by the reader. A number of 

different motives may move around the central theme of the story.
37

 

Furthermore, tomlison says that the term theme should not be 

confused with topic. Although we sometimes think of the term theme 

as the message or moral value of the story. 
38

  

Theme is the underlying or central idea that author is presenting. 

It is the controlling idea dominating the story. Most stories have a 

theme, sometime we might call “The Message” or “The Moral 
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Value” of the story. Examples of literary themes are love, peace and 

war, loneliness in the modern world, communication problems, man 

and woman, nature and industry, and so on. The theme make the 

story more focused, united, conical, and influential, so we can know 

what the theme raised by the author.  

b. Character 

A character or the “actor” in the story, are another element of 

fiction vital to enjoyment of a story. Meanwhile, characterization 

refers to the way an author helps the reader know a character. We 

can see the characterization of the actor by seeing their action and 

dialogue.
39

 In Husna, Abrams defines character as an actor or actrees 

who has role in story or presentednin dramatic or narrative work, 

who is interpreted by the readers as being edowed with moral and 

disponsitional qualities that are expressed in what they say 

(dialogue) what they  do (action).
40

 While Luken states that character 

as the term is generally used means the aggregate of mental, 

emotional, and social qualities that distinguish a person. In novel, 

however, the term of character is used to mean a person, sometimes 

a personified animal or object.
41
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In fiction, character can be conveniently as major and minor. A 

major character is an important figure at the center of the story‟s 

action or theme. The major character is sometimes called a 

protagonist whose conflict with an antagonist may spark the story‟s 

conflict. Whereas, a minor character is people whose fuction to 

illuminate and support the major character.  

c. Setting  

Besides theme and character, there is another elements in novel 

called setting. Tomlison states that the time and place of the story 

occurs constitute the setting of a story.
42

 Furthermore, Hudson 

defines setting as time , place of action and  a whole environment of 

the story, including the custom and tradition, habits and the 

characters way of life.
43

  

Setting has an important role in a story. It is what gives 

background to the story. It gives the reader information where the 

story is taking place. Setting will be able to answer the question 

about where and when of the events happen in story. It explain plca 

and time of the story.  
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d. Plot 

Plot is also known as the foundation of a novel or story which 

the characters and settings are built around. It is meant to organize 

information and events in a logical manner. Tomlison states that plot 

is the event and the sequence of the story. In other word, the plot is 

what happen in the story.
44

 Moreover, Hudson says that the novel 

deals with event and actions, with things which are suffered an and 

these constitute what we commonly call the plot.
45

  

Generally, a plot can be divided into three categories. Those are 

forward plot, flashback plot and jumping plot. A forward plot is a 

plot which incidents are arranged in order and the story goes from 

time by time, past to the present. Flashback plot is a story told from 

the end back to the event that happened previously. Furthermore, a 

jumping plot is a plot that retold a story that in quite some time is cut 

and revealed back to the situation just happened.
46

  

e. Conflict 

Conflict is one universal case that usually happens in the world 

and it much aspect that should be to influence , for example in 

environment as human interaction in society.  A conflict is a struggle 
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againts opposing forces, occurs when the protagonist or main 

character agains an antagonist, or opposing force.
47

  

Conflict is happened because of some different characteristics. 

The differences can be physically, knowledge, custom , belief, etc. 

Conflict does not always have negative impact. Sometimes with the 

conflict , people can get the best solution in every problem that 

happens in human life.  

 

3. Genre of Novel 

a. Mysteries 

A mystery genre is about a crime, it is usually a murder, and the 

process of discovering who committed it. The hero or the main 

character is usually a detective or an amateur doing detective work. 

The main character is normally the person trying to solve the crimes. 

On the other hand, the plot of mystery genre is centered around a 

crime, normally murder. The central conflict in the novel is between 

someone trying to solve the crime versus the criminal‟s efforts to 

cover his tracks. At the same time, a mystery genre is often set up as 

a kind of puzzle or game for readers, who analyze clues and try to 

solve the mystery themself.  

b. Science fiction 

Science fiction is a fiction genre which imagines possible 

alternatives to reality. Science fiction as the branch of literature 
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which is concerned with the impact of scientific advance upon being. 

Adam Robert defines science fiction as technology fiction. As a 

genre, science fictions textually are not only about science and 

technology, but also tradition. 
48

 For example is What if the world 

ended? What if there were life on the other planets? The imaginary 

part of science fiction is based on known scientific facts or 

technology. The plot creates situations different from those of both 

the prsesent day and known past.  

c. Fantasy 

Fantasy is a genre  or category of fiction that is about things that 

are generally considered to be impossible.  Like science fiction, 

fantasy is a genre of novel which is about imaginary world. Frank 

Weinreich defines fantasy is a story, movie, game or piece of art 

which incorporates supranatural phenoma as an important part of its 

content which can assume different roles.
49

  

In the imaginary part of science fiction involves science or 

technology. Whereas, the imaginary part of fantasy novels usually 

involves magic, and magical creatures such as dragon and unicorn. 

Fantasy is usually based on myths, legends, and folklore and 

frequently includes elements from the middle ages. It tends to be 
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action-packed, including quest or adventures. In fantasy, a usually 

conflict between good and evil is a common subject.  

d. Horror 

Horror fiction is a genre of a novel which is focused on creating 

emotions of terror and dread in the reader. Horror fiction often 

accomplish through the use of scary supernatural elements. Dominic 

Strinati in Prohaszkova defined horror as a genre that represents the 

need for suppression if the horror shown is interpreted as expressing 

uncomfortable and disturbing desires which need to be contained.
50

 

Horror fiction contains elements of supranatural, events that seem to 

be unreal, impossible or irrational, or events that follow the laws of 

rational but are incredible, shocking, unexpected or unique.   

e. Thrillers 

Thriller is a genre of novel which gets its name because of the 

feeling it creates in the reader. Thriller are usually designed to make 

the reader‟s pulse race, to keep the reader turning pages. Often, 

thrillers are abouut a crime that is going to be commited or a disaster 

that is going happen, if the hero does not prevent it. Everything in a 

thriller is designed to create this frrling of herat-pounding, white-

knuckle suspense.  
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f. Romance 

Romance fiction is about love and passion. Normally, romance 

fiction is focus on two characters who fall in love but have problems 

or obstacles keeping them apart, and there is a happy ending. 

Meanwhile, Goris says the romance novel is a work of prose fiction 

that tells the story of courtship or dating and betrotal or engagement 

of one or more figure.
51

  Plot in romance genre must revolve about 

the two people as they develop romantic love for each other and 

work to build a relationship. The conflict and climax of the romantic 

genre should be directly related to that core theme of developing a 

romantic relationship. Furthermore, a romance genre must have an 

emotionally satisfying and optimistic ending.  

 

4. Synopsis of Novel “With Eyes Closed The Color Of Drowning” 

 That night, it was raining heavily, the night where the woman killed the 

girl who was none other than Houston's lover. In the middle of the forest, cold 

air and dark sky, the woman killed the girl with a knife in her hand. Without 

mercy, she brutally killed the girl. She shouted berating the girl. She buried it 

in the ground which was dug as deep as six feet in the middle of the forest. 

Houston was very sorry and cursed himself for not being able to save his 

girlfriend from her brutality. Houston had no choice but to see the murder 

from afar. He cursed himself for nothing. The woman killed her lover because 
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of jealousy on him. The effect of narcotics left the woman without any mercy 

on the blue-eyed girl with cream colored skin. Houston cursed himself, this 

should not have happened, his lover was innocent and did nothing to you, he 

thought. 

After the death of his lover, now Houston has completely belonged to 

that damned woman. Every day houston must serve the woman with her 

body. Not only that, Houston must be familiar with the morphine and heroin 

he always consumes. Narcotics that will make both of them not feel hungry 

even though days are not eating. narcotics that make them even more excited 

to have sex. In his heart, houston really hated her but he had absolutely no 

ability to leave her side. 

In his heart, Houston really missed his lover. A lover who has been 

cruelly killed, buried improperly. The girl who he loved was dead at the 

hands of that woman. Houston had no choice but to give satisfaction to her. 

Women whose breath smells like ginger and vinegar due to the effects of 

morphine and a little fentanyl. Now, Houston had truly surrendered his body 

and life to that damned woman. Women who have black hair, black lipstick 

and black hearts.
52
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

A. Characteristics and Types of the Research 

There are two types of research method, they are qualitative and 

quantitative method. The characteristic of this research is chosen based on its 

purpose. It has been cited that according to Creswell, Qualitative research is 

one of the research types that can be used in education scope beside 

quantitative and class room research. In qualitative research, the researcher 

made interpretation of the data. This included developing a description of an 

individual or setting, analyzing data from themes or categories, and finally 

making an interpretation or drawing conclusion about its meaning personally 

and theoretically.
53

 

In qualitative research, several analysis method can be used , for example 

phenomenology, theory, erthnography and content analysis. Krippendorff 

defines content analysis is a research technique for making replicable and 

valid inferences from texts (or other meaningful matter) to the contexts of 

their use.
54

 Therefore, in this research, the researcher used content analysis 

technique to analyze the variation forms and the meaning of compound words 

in novel With Eyes Closed: the Color of Drowning.  
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B.  Data source 

For gathering accurate information, the researcher needed accurate data 

from qualified source. Basically, data source divided into two types, there are 

primary and secondary source. As it is explained by Donal Ary that primary 

source are original documents, relics, remian, or artifact . Then, secondary 

source is secondhand description written by someone who may have heard 

about an event from others but did not directly experience.
55

 

In this research, the primary source is the form of sentence containing 

compound words, and the source of data is novel With Eyes Closed the Color 

of Drowning By Jason Miranda. Then, the researcher used the secondary data 

is other sources outside the novel that are closed with the subject and it can 

support the primary data, such as text book, other undergraduate thesis and 

internet source.  

 

C. Data Collecting Technique 

Creswell stated that “In many qualitative studies, inquiries collect 

multiple forms of data and send a considerable time in the natural setting 

gathering information”.
56

  

In collecting the data , the researcher needed the instrument. The 

instrument that used by the researcher is documentation. Meanwhile, Zina 

argues, “The term „document‟ can refer to more than just paper and can 
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include photographs, works of art and even television program.”
57

 

Documentation is a method used to obtain information from written sources, 

whether in the form of books, magazines, regulations, daily notes and so 

forth. 

In getting the data, the researcher used the documentation method to get 

the detail data about compound words used in novel With Eyes Closed the 

Color of Drowning By Jason Miranda. In collecting the data, there are some 

steps done by the researcher. Those are (1) Deciding the novel, (2) Reading, 

the researcher read the novel With Eyes Closed the Color of Drowning By 

Jason Miranda, (3) Underlining the words in novel that contained compound 

word, (4) Selecting and collecting the data systematically in accordance with 

the types and the meaning of compound words.   

 

D. Data Analysis Technique  

Analysis data in qualitative research is used when the data collecting is 

going on. Data analysis is the review process, sorting, and grouping data in 

order to formulate working hypotheses and lifted it into conclusion or 

theories in the research findings. Meanwhile , Bogdan defines data analysis is 

the process of systematically searching and arranging the interview transcipts. 

Fieldnotes, and other materials in order to increas your own understanding of 

term and to enable you to present what you have discovered to others.
58
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In this research, the data are analyzed by using the some steps as follows: 

1. Identifying the data 

The researcher identified the lexical categories contained in the data. The 

data itself is the compound words found in novel With Eyes Closed: The 

Color Of Drowning.  

2. Classifying the data 

After identifying the data, the researcher classified the data depending on 

their types, formation and meaning.  

3. Counting the data 

The data is calculated to find out which type of compound words are 

more dominant in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning.  

4. Displaying and drawing conclusion 

The researcher displayed the result of counting the data by using table 

and graphic. Furthermore, the researcher draws a conclusion as the final 

step.   
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Research Result 

1. The Types of Compound Words 

First of all, the researcher presents the distributions of compound 

words found in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning by 

Jason Miranda. There are three types of compound words which are 

compound nouns, compound verbs, and compound adjectives. Those are 

as follows:  

Table 4.1 The Distribution of Compound Words 

No. Types of Compound Words Occurrences 

1. Compound Noun 51 

2. Compound Verb  31 

3. Compound Adjective  19 

 Total 101 

 

From the table above, the researcher got the frequency of the 

ditribution of compound words found in novel With eyes Closed: The 

Color Of Drowning. in addition, the researcher described the result of the 

research in a chart as followed:   
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Figure 1: Distribution Of Compound Words found in Novel With 

Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning 

 

From the result, it shows that compound noun is the most dominant 

compound. There are 51 compound nouns which are distributed in novel 

With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning and it has the percentage 

about 50,5%. Then, it is followed by compound verb. There are 31 

compound verbs and it has percentage about 30,7%. The last is 

compound adjective which is the least compound words in novel With 

Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning. There are only 19 compound 

adjectives and it has the percentage about 18,8%.  

 

2. The Meanings of Compound Words 

In this part, the researcher would like to discuss the meaning of 

compound words found in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of 

Drowning. The analysis of meaning is divided into two clasifications. 

Those are based on endocentric compound and exocentric compound. 
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Here, the researcher would present the distributions of meaning of 

compound words. Those are as follows:  

Table 4.2 The Distribution of Compound Words Meaning 

Endocentric 

Compound 

Occurrences Exoentric 

Compound 

Occurrences 

Endocentric Noun 31 Exocentric Noun 20 

Endocentric Verb 14 Exocentric Verb 17 

Endocentric 

adjective 

11 Exocentric 

Adjective 

8 

Total 56 Total 45 

 

From the table above, the researcher got the frequency of the 

ditribution of compound word meanings found in novel With eyes 

Closed: The Color Of Drowning. in addition, the researcher described the 

result of the research in a chart as followed:   

 

Figure 2: Distribution Of Compound Word Meanings found in 

Novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning 
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Based on the result, encocentric compound is more dominant than 

exoccentric compound. There are 56 endocentric compounds which are 

found in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning. It has the 

percentage about 55,5%. Meanwhile, there are only 45 exocentric 

compound that are found in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of 

Drowning. It has the percentage about 45,5% 

 

B. Discussion 

1. Types of Compound Words 

a. Compound Nouns 

Compound nouns are fixed expression which are made up more 

than one word and function as a noun. For example, the word 

window (noun) is formed by win (noun) and dow (verb). Compound 

noun can be formes by several lexical categories which are 

combined into one word. There are four formations of compound 

word that the researcher found in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color 

Of Drowning. Those are noun + noun, verb + noun, adjective + 

noun, and preposition + noun. Here, the researcher would present the 

distribution of compound noun formation of lexical categories. 

Those are as follows: 
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Table 4.3 The Distribution of Compound Noun Formations 

No. The Lexical Categories Occurances 

1. Noun + Noun 19 

2. Verb + Noun 9 

3. Adjective + Noun 18 

4.  Preposition + Noun 5 

 Total 51 

 

From the table above, the researcher got the frequency of the 

ditribution of compound noun formations found in novel With eyes 

Closed: The Color Of Drowning. in addition, the researcher 

described the result of the research in a chart as followed:   

 

 

Figure 3: Distribution Of Compound Noun Formations  found in 

Novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning 
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1) Noun and Noun 

a) “Run to the bathroom to throw up our stomach pains, and 

maybe take a shit while were there.”  

The morphological process of bathroom (N) is bath (N), 

and then it is combined with room (N). The first lexeme is 

room. The word room is a free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is bath. The word bath is also 

a free morpheme.  

   N 

 

  N  N 

 

           bath           room 

b) “We quickly start ... by five piece of material- aluminum foil, 

not glass ...”  

The morphological process of aluminum foil (N) is 

aluminum (N) , and then it is combined with foil (N). The word 

aluminum is a free morpheme because it can stand alone. Then, 

the word foil is also a free morpheme.  

    N 

 

 

N  N 

 

Aluminum foil  
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2) Verb and Noun  

a) “Before the addiction consumed her, and so consumed me.” 

The morphological process of addiction (N) is add (V), then 

combined with diction (N). The first lexeme is add. The word 

add is a free morpheme because it can stand alone. Then, the 

second lexeme is diction. The word diction is also a free 

morpheme.  

N 

 

 

V  N 

 

  Add         diction 

 

b)  “All a dul blue with a hideous veil over it that chilled the very 

marrow in my bones ...” 

The morphological process of marrow (N) is mar (V), then 

combined with row (N). The first lexeme is stand. The word 

stand is a free morpheme because it can stand alone. Then, the 

second lexeme is row. The word row is also categorized as a 

free morpheme.  

N 

 

 

V  N 

 

  Mar            row 
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3) Adjective and Noun 

a) “Oh the bittersweet smell of morphine and a slight dash of 

fentanyl”. 

The morphological process of bittersweet (N) is bitter 

(Adjective), and then it is combined with sweet (N). The first 

lexeme is bitter. The word  bitter is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is sweet. The word 

sweet is also categorized as free morpheme.  

N 

 

 

Adj  N 

 

  bitter          sweet 

b) “I smile, for what had I to fear? I bad the gentleman 

welcome”. 

The morphological process of gentleman is gentle 

(Adjective), and then it is combined with man (N). The first 

lexeme is gentle. The word  gentle is free morpheme because 

it can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is man. The word 

man is also categorized as free morpheme. 

N 

 

 

Adj            N 

 

  gentle             man 
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4) Preposition and Noun 

a) “A shriek had benn heard ... information had been lodged at 

the police office...” 

The morphological process of information is in 

(Preposition), and then it is combined with formation (N). The 

first lexeme is in. The word  in is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is formation. The 

word formation is also categorized as free morpheme. 

N 

 

 

    Preposition  N 

 

     in        formation 

 

b) “Not the inside. Physically I‟m numb, sure, but here in my 

mind is a deep...” 

The morphological process of inside (N) is in 

(Preposition), and then it is combined with side (N). The first 

lexeme is in. The word  in is free morpheme because it can 

stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is side. The word side is 

also categorized as free morpheme. 

N 

 

 

    Preposition  N 

 

     in  side 
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b. Compound Verbs 

Compound verbs is a  fixed expression which is made up of 

more than one word and function as a verb. Compound verb can be 

formed by several lexical categories which are combined into one 

word. The researcher found four formations of compound verb. 

There are verb + verb, noun + verb, adjective + verb, and preposition 

+ verb. Here, the researcher would present the distributions of 

compound verb formations of lexical categories. Those are as 

follows: 

Table 4.4 The Distribution of Compound Verb Formations 

No. The Lexical  

Categories 

Occurances Percentage  

% 

1. Verb + Verb 3 9,6 % 

2. Noun + Verb 13 41,9 % 

3. Adjective + Verb 6 19,4 % 

4.  Preposition + Verb 9 29, 1% 

 Total  31 100% 

 

From the table above, the researcher got the frequency of the 

ditribution of compound verb formations found in novel With eyes 

Closed: The Color Of Drowning. in addition, the researcher 

described the result of the research in a chart as followed:   
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Figure 4: Distribution Of Compound Verb Formations  found in 

Novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning 

 

1) Verb and Verb 

a) “I know as well as anyone that the prohibition of anything 

only beget more desire for it.  

The morphological process of beget (Verb) is be (Verb), 

and then it is combined with get (Verb). The first lexeme is 

be. The word be is free morpheme because it can stand alone. 

Then, the second lexeme is get. The word get is also 

categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

     V  V 

 

     be  get 
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b) “I held my own, and you just became worse and worse, falling 

deeper and deeperinto your precious little hole”.  

The morphological process of became (Verb) is be (Verb), 

and then it is combined with came (Verb). The first lexeme is 

be. The word be is free morpheme because it can stand alone. 

Then, the second lexeme is came. The word came is also 

categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

     V  V 

 

     be  came 

 

2) Noun and Verb 

a) “You would have left me behind long ago if I had not held on 

so tight. I suppose I should be grateful” 

The morphological process of suppose (Verb) is sup (N), 

and then it is combined with pose (Verb). The first lexeme is 

sup. The word sup is free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is pose. The word pose is 

also categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

      N  V 

 

     sup  pose 
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b) “That somehow it would bring you joy if I conceded and left, 

leaving you...”. 

The morphological process of conceded (Verb) is con (N), 

and then it is combined with ceded (Verb). The first lexeme 

is con. The word con is free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is ceded. The word ceded is 

also categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

      N  V 

 

     con  ceded 

 

3) Adjective and Verb 

a) “So many promises, empty. But I suppose I can pretend, for 

now. It is not hard.”  

The morphological process of pretend (Verb) is pre (Adj), 

and then it is combined with tend (Verb). The first lexeme is 

pre. The word pre is free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is tend. The word tend is also 

categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

      Adj  V 

 

         preposition           tend 
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b) “I just could not believe it was so casually broadcast over the 

web, and no one seemed to care”.  

The morphological process of broadcast (Verb) is broad 

(Adj), and then it is combined with cast (Verb). The first 

lexeme is broad. The word broad is free morpheme because 

it can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is cast. The word 

cast is also categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

      Adj  V 

 

            broad            cast 

 

4) Preposition and Verb 

a) “I‟m trapped and I can never forgive you for keeping me 

here”.  

The morphological process of forgive (Verb) is for (Adj), 

and then it is combined with give (Verb). The first lexeme is 

for. The word for is free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is give. The word give is also 

categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

     Preposition   V 

 

     for            give 
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b) “It was the low stifled sound that arises from the bottom of the 

soul when overcharged with awe.”  

The morphological process of overcharged (Verb) is over 

(Adj), and then it is combined with charged (Verb). The first 

lexeme is over. The word over is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is charged. The 

word charged is also categorized as free morpheme. 

V 

 

 

     Preposition   V 

 

             over         charged 

 

c. Compound Adjectives 

Compound adjective is a fixed expression which is made up of more 

than one word and function an adjective. Compound word can be 

formed by several lexical categories which are combined into one 

word. The researcher found two formations of compound adjectives 

in novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning. Those are noun 

+ adjective and preposition + adjective. Here, the researcher would 

present the distributions of compound adjectives formation of lexical 

categories. Those are as follows:  
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Table 4.5 The Distribution of Compound Adjective Formations 

No. The Lexical  

Categories 

Occurances Percentage  

% 

1. Noun + Adjective 13 68,7 % 

2. Preposition + adjective 6 31,3 % 

 Total  19 100 % 

 

From the table above, the researcher got the frequency of the 

ditribution of compound Adjective formations found in novel With 

eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning. in addition, the researcher 

described the result of the research in a chart as followed:   

 

 

Figure 5: Distribution Of Compound Adjective Formations  found in 

Novel With Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning 
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1) Noun and Adjective 

a) “I could bear those hypocritical smiles no longer!” 

The morphological process of hypocritical (Adj) is hypo 

(N), and then it is combined with critical (Adj). The first 

lexeme is hypo. The word hypo is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is critical. The 

word critical is also categorized as free morpheme. 

    

         Adj 

 

 

      N            Adj 

 

             hypo         critical 

 

b) I should have seen it in your eyes the day I met you and that 

horrible lie you told me what you were capable of.  

The morphological process of capable (Adj) is cap (N), 

and then it is combined with able (Adj). The first lexeme is 

cap. The word cap is free morpheme because it can stand 

alone. Then, the second lexeme is able. The word able is also 

categorized as free morpheme. 

         Adj 

 

 

      N            Adj 

 

             cap           able 
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2) Preposition and adjective 

a) “Suddenly, a jolt of intense fear and pain and indescribable in 

words, runs through me”. 

The morphological process of intense (Adj) is in 

(Prepositio), and then it is combined with tense (Adj). The 

first lexeme is in. The word in is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is tense. The word 

tense is also categorized as free morpheme. 

         Adj 

 

 

     Preposition             Adj 

 

               in           tense 

 

b) “I remember she hardly ever left the house without 

straightening her hair because she was so insecure about it”.  

The morphological process of insecure (Adj) is in 

(Prepositio), and then it is combined with secure (Adj). The 

first lexeme is in. The word in is free morpheme because it 

can stand alone. Then, the second lexeme is secure. The word 

secure is also categorized as free morpheme. 

         Adj 

 

 

     Preposition             Adj 

 

               in           secure 
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2. The Meaning of compound Words 

a. Endocentric Compound 

Endocentric compound is a compound which the meaning can be 

denoted by its head. The examples and formation of endocentric 

compounds are presented as follows: 

1) Paintbrush  

The compound word paintbrush (N) consist of two lexemes, 

paint (V) and brush (N). Based on Oxford Dictionary, the 

meaning of paint  is an act to cover the surface of something with 

paint. Then, the word brush means an implement with a handle 

and hair used especially applying a liquid to a surface.  The 

meaning of paintbrush can be identified from the head which is 

brush. This compound word is considered as an endocentric 

compound because the meaning can be identified from the head. 

2) Countdown  

The compound word countdown (N) consist of two lexemes, 

count (V) and down (Adv). Based on Oxford Dictionary, the 

meaning of count (V) is an act of determining the total number of 

something. Then, the meaning of down (Adv) is a lower place or 

position. The meaning of countdown can be identified from the 

head which is count. This compound word is considered as an 

endocentric compound because the meaning can be identified 

from the head. 
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3) Bathroom  

The compound word bathroom (N) consist of two lexemes, 

bath (N) and room (N). Based on Oxford Dictionary, the meaning 

of bath (N) is an act or process of immersing and washing one‟s 

body in the water held by a bath. Then, the meaning of room (N) 

is a part of a building enclosed by walls, floor, and ceiling. The 

meaning of bathroom can be identified from the head which is 

room. This compound word is considered as an endocentric 

compound because the meaning can be identified from the head.  

b. Exocentric Compound 

Exocentric compound is a compound which the meaning does not 

follow from its parts‟ meaning. The examples of exocentric 

compound are presented as follows:  

1) Supposition 

The compound word supposition (N) consist of two lexemes, 

sup (N) and position (N). The meaning of sup (N) is a sip of 

liquid. Then. The meaning of position (N) is a place where 

someone or something is located. The meaning of compound 

word supposition cannot be identified from its parts. Therefore, 

this compound word is categorized as an exocentric compound.  

2) Hypocritical  

The compound word Hypocritical (Adj) consist of two 

lexemes, hypo (N) and critical (Adj). The meaning of hypo (N) is 
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an attact of hypoglycaemia. Then, the meaning of critical (Adj) is 

expressing adverse or disapproving comments or judgements. The 

meaning of compound word hypocritical is behaving in a way 

that suggests one has higher standarts than is the case. The head 

of this compound word is not in the word critical. The meaning of 

this compound word cannot be identified from its parts. 

Therefore, hypocritical is categorized as an exocentric compound.  

3) Pleasure  

The compound word pleasure (N) consist of two lexemes, 

plea (N) and surel (Adj). The meaning of plea (N) is a requesr 

made in an urgent and emotional manner. Then, the meaning of 

sure (Adj) is certain to receive, get or do something. The meaning 

of compound word pleasure is a feeling of happy satisfaction and 

enjoyment. The meaning of this compound word cannot be 

identified from its parts. Therefore, pleasure is categorized as an 

exocentric compound.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION  AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

In this chapter the researcher discusses about conclusion of this research 

entitled A Morphological Analysis Of Compound Words Used in Novel `With 

Eyes Closed: The Color Of Drowning` By Jason Miranda. The conlusion is 

concluded from the research result and discussion that had been analyzed by 

the researcher.  

Firstly is the types of compound words. The reseacher analyzed three 

types of compound word. Those are compound nouns, compound verbs and 

compound adjectives. Compound nouns become the most dominant and the 

most productive compound in novel With Eyes Close: The Color Of 

Drowning. There are 51 compoun nouns and it has the highest percentage 

about 50,5%. It is followed by compound verbs. There are 31 compound 

verbs and it has percentage about 30,7%. Meanwhile, compound adjectives as 

the least compound which are only 19 compound adjectives and it has 

percentage about 18,8%. The compound words have found 101 (100%) in 

total. 

In novel With Eyes Close: The Color Of Drowning, the compound words 

have several formations. In compound noun, there are four formations which 

are formed by several lexical categories. There are noun + noun, verb + noun, 

adjective + noun, and preposition + noun. In compound verb there are four  
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formations which are verb + verb, noun + verb, adjective + verb, and 

preposition + verb. Meanwhile, there are two formations in compound 

adjective which are noun + adjective and preposition + adjective.  

Secondly is the meaning of compound word. The clasification of 

meaning is divided into two parts. Those are encocentric compound and 

exocentric compound. Endocentric compound is a compound which meaning 

can be denote by its head. Meanwhile, exocentric is a compound which 

meaning cannot be identified from its parts. In novel With Eyes Close: The 

Color Of Drowning, there are 56 words or 55,5% in endocentric compound 

words meaning and 45 words or 45,5% in exocentric compound meaning. 

The compound words have found 101 (100%) in total.  

 

B. Suggestion 

From the conclusion above, the researcher recommends some 

suggestions. The following suggestion are as follows:  

1. For the students 

The students especially for English Students Department should 

learn more about compounding because it can help the student to 

understand the word formation process.  

2. For the teacher 

The teacher and educator should give the student experience and 

material about compounding especially of novel in learning literary 

work. So, the student can  more understand how word is formed.  
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3. For further researcher 

The researcher hopes that the result of this research can be used as a 

reference for other researcher who want to know about word formation 

and literary work especially in a novel. However, there are many thing 

that can be analyzed in word formation such as derivation, blending, 

clipping, acronym, etc. Meanwhile, in novel such as theme, setting, 

character, point of view, etc. Hence, for the next researcher has many 

those matters, and explore more deeply.  
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