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AN ANALYSIS OF STANCE MARKERS ON STUDENTS’ 

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT OF  IAIN 

METRO 

       ABSTRACT 

 

               By:   

     LANJAR SARI  

 

 

The objectives of this research are to investigate the most dominant types 

of stance markers in undergraduate thesis of English department students and to 

analyze the common errors in the use of stance markers in undegraduate thesis of 

English department students at IAIN Metro. This research is expected to be 

beneficial in informing the useful of stance markers because the concept of stance 

markers is very important in studying the writing skill. 

This research was a qualitative research. The type of research was a case 

study. Meanwhile, the qualitative design used in this study was a descriptive 

study. The data were taken from the primary sources that were the tenth 

undegraduate thesis of English department students of IAIN Metro in the 

Academic Year of 2017 and 2010, particularly in the part of the background of 

study. 

The result of this research proves that the most dominant types of use 

stance markers in undegraduate thesis of English department students IAIN Metro 

is epistemic stance markers including 14 uses, while the uses of attitude including 

2 uses and style stance marker is rarely found. There are 11 appropriate uses of 

stance markers because of the appropriate position and academic context use. 

There are 5 inappropriate uses of stance markers because the inappropriate context 

use and the inappropriate position. 

 

Keyword: Writing, Stance Markers, Epistemic Stance Marker,Attitude Stance 

Marker, Style Stance Marker, Undergraduate Thesis, Islamic Higher Education 
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ANALISIS PENGGUNAAN STANCE MARKERS PADA SKRIPSI 

DI JURUSAN BAHASA INGGRIS IAIN METRO 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

               DARI:   

       LANJAR SARI  

 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk meneliti jenis stance marker yang 

sering digunakan dalam skripsi mahasiswa jurusan Bahasa Inggris dan untuk 

menganalisis kesalahan umum dalam penggunaan stance markers dalam skripsi 

mahasiswa jurusan bahasa Inggris di IAIN Metro. Penelitian ini diharapkan 

bermanfaat dalam memunculkan penggunaan stance markers. Karena konsep 

stance markers sangat penting dalam mempelajari keterampilan menulis. 

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif. Jenis penelitian adalah studi 

kasus. Sementara itu, desain kualitatif yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah 

penelitian deskriptif. Data diambil dari sumber utama yaitu lima belas skripsi dari 

mahasiswa jurusan Bahasa Inggris IAIN Metro di Tahun Akademik 2017 dan 

2010, terutama di bagian latar belakang masalah. 

Hasil penelitian ini membuktikan bahwa jenis yang paling dominan dari 

penggunaan stance markers dalam skripsi mahasiswa jurusan Bahasa Inggris di 

IAIN Metro di tahun akademik 2017 dan 2010 adalah ada 14 penggunaan 

epistemic stance markers, sedangkan penggunaan attitude stance markers ada 2 

dan style stance markers jarang ditemukan. Ada 11 penggunaan stance markers 

yang tepat karena posisi dan penggunaan konteks akademik yang tepat. Ada 5 

penggunaan stance markers yang tidak tepat karena penggunaan konteks yang 

tidak tepat dan posisi yang tidak tepat.  

 

Kata kunci: Penulisan , Stance Markers, Epistemic Stance Marker,Attitude 

Stance Marker, Style Stance Marker,  Skripsi, Perguruan Tinggi Islam  
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MOTTO 

 

 

 

 وَمَنْ جَاهَدَ فإَِنَّمَا يُجَاهِدُ لنَِ فْسِهِ إِنَّ اللَّهَ لَغَنِيٌّ عَنِ الْعَالَمِينَ 
“Never give up till it’s over if you fall and stumble down. Truly, Allah always 

beside you and always listen the stance people who have a problem. Allah is the 

lord of the world”. (Q.S. Al-Ankabut: 6) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

English is one of the languages in the world. Nowadays English has 

became international language that is used by most of the countries. English is 

used by many people not only for communication. It is not only for 

communication but also for keeping up with the development of technology and 

science. Moreover, English mastery can be one of the foundations of one's 

success in the field of economy, social, culture, education, law, and politics.  

English mastery can support the success of one's life to compete at the 

international level because English is an international language. It means that 

when someone is able to master English so he can master the language of the 

world. In the side of working, English mastery is also very crucial because most 

of the requirements in looking for the job are the high ability of English. In 

Indonesia, English becomes the first foreign language which is taught in formal 

and informal,  the primary goal of learning English is to develop oral and written 

communication competence in the four language skills namely listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. 

In fact, writing is one of the languages skill which is important to be learned. 

By writing the text in English, people can develop their ideas critically and can 

share information with others. Therefore, the students should be taught well in 

English writing. There are some reasons of why teaching writing is important. 

Writing can help the people to memorize and to practice the grammatical 

structures, to correct punctuations, and vocabulary  
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learning. The process of writing can express their ideas, feeling, and 

experiences freely through what they write.  

Unfortunately, writing  is not an easy language skill to master. There are 

many problems in writing which comes from the inside of writers and outside of 

them. The writing problems in writing which comes from the inside of writer are 

having low motivation to write, being unconfident to practice writing  and 

having lack of vocabularies and grammatical mastery. In addition, some of 

people tend to be afraid to write because they do not have ideas to write and they 

have difficulties in organizing their ideas. Furthermore, the writing problems 

which comes from the outside of writer  are incondusive environment which 

rarely supports the writer to write and practice writing in English and limited 

learning media to be used to support writing.  

In this case, the researcher conducted pre survey in IAIN Metro on 

November 21th, 2019. The researcher did the pre survey by 10 samples from 

undergraduate thesis written by students of English department at IAIN Metro. 

The pre survey aimed at investigating  the most dominant type and the common 

errors in the use of stance marker. It is illustrated briefly in the following table: 
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Table.1 

The Data Pre-Survey from Dominant Type of Stance Markers and 

 the Common Errors in the Use Stance Markers Investigated in Students  

Undergraduated Thesis of English Department at IAIN Metro  

 

 

 

 

 

No Data 

name 

The use of stance 

marker 

Type of stance 

marker 

Appropriate 

of use  stance 

marker 

Inappropriate 

of use  stance 

marker 

1 OH According to  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

 
 

 

2 

 

VO Actually  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

Actually  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

In fact  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

3 AQS Hopefully  Attitude Stance 

Marker 

  

4 HU Actually  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

According to Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

5 AW In fact  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

In fact  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

Actually  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

6 JS According to Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

In fact  

 

Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

7 NED Actually  Attitude Stance 

Marker 

  

8 SM In fact  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  

 

9 RA Unfortunately  Attitude Stance 

Marker 

  

10. UK According to  Epistemic 

Stance Marker 

  
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In line with the data of pre-survey provided on the table above, stance 

marker is often used on students undergraduate thesis of English department of 

IAIN Metro. In addition, the type that students often used is epistemic stance 

marker and the rarely used is style stance marker and attitude stance marker. The 

result of pre-survey above was categorized into two kinds of criteria such as 

appropriate and unappropriate of used stance marker.  

Based on the table above, the researcher found that most of students 

English department at IAIN Metro often used stance marker in thesis writing. 

According to this table, the appropriate use of stance marker much more than  

the use of the inappropriate stance marker. The inappropriate use of stance 

marker on students undergraduate thesis of English department of IAIN Metro is 

one of the phenomena that can be focused to improve and analyzed so that in the 

future can arise efforts to produce quality of academic writing. In order to 

overcome the problem above it was important to observe the use of stance 

marker in writing. 

According to Biber et al, stance is to communicating propositional 

content, speaker and writers commonly express personal feelings, attitudes, 

value judgments, or assessments.
1
 It means that stance marker is the way they 

serve to indicate how a speaker or writer feels about the message they are trying 

to convey rather than the content of the message itself. In addition, 

understanding of stance marker contributes significantly to poor quality of 

writing, stance marker also has some important role in writing, stance marker 

                                                             
1
 Douglas Biber et al., Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English, (London: 

Pearson Education Limited, 1999), 966. 
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can give the influence to the quality of writing product. By applying stance 

marker in the text, the resulted sentences are concise and scientific. In addition, 

the writers can also convey the feeling and language to express their attitude that 

actually it can be understood in implied meaning by the writer and the reader.  

Briefly, based on the problems found above, the researcher investigated 

the phenomenon of understanding and use of stance marker in writing. In this 

case, the researcher conducted qualitative research to analyze the understanding 

and use of stance marker in writing. Therefore, the researcher conducted of a 

research entitled : “An Analysis of Stance Markers on Students Undergraduate 

Thesis of English Department at IAIN Metro”. 

B. Research Question 

1. What are the most dominant types of stance markers found in students  

undergraduate thesis of English department at IAIN Metro? 

2. What are the common errors in the  use of stance markers found in students 

undergraduate thesis of  English department at IAIN Metro? 

C. Objective and Benefits of the Study 

1. Objective of the study 

a. To investigate the most dominant type of stance markers that found in 

students  undergraduate thesis of  English department at IAIN Metro. 

b. To analysis the common errors in the use stance markers found in 

students  undergraduate  thesis of  English department at IAIN Metro. 
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2. Benefits of The Study 

a. For the students 

This research is expected to give the benefits for the students 

who learn English especially the students of English department at 

IAIN Metro. Because this research revealed the phenomenon of the 

use of stance marker in written thesis, the form of type stance marker 

and the difficulties  in using the stance marker in undergradute-

thesis. After knowing the phenomenon of stance markers in the 

students‟ undergradute-thesis, it is expected to realize and make 

efforts to improve the quality of their writing. 

b. For the English Teacher 

Hopefully, this research is expected to provide benefits to 

English teacher by providing access to information about the 

phenomenon of use  stance marker in writing. After knowing the real 

condition related to the quality of the student writing that is 

influenced by the stance marker, English teacher can arrange 

effective way to help the students in improving the quality of 

students writing. 

c. For the other researcher 

This research is expected to provide the benefit for the other 

researchers who investigate the same topic of research that is about 

the use or stance marker in writing. In addition, the next researcher 

obtains the real evidence of problems related to the use of stance 

marker in writing, but this research is one of the strong foundations 
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for the other researchers that develop the topic of this research into 

other forms of research. 

D. Prior Research 

To support and prove the originality of this research, the researcher used 

some relevant previous studies. There are three previous studies that discuss 

about stance markers. 

The first is taken from Kafesii in his journal 2018.
2
 In this research 

Kafesii used 45 research articles, published in Social Behavior and Personality 

between 1993 and 2007. The analysis of the data use qualitative and quantitative 

research to know the similarities and differences of this research. The objective 

of this research is to find out stance in research articles how non-native Turks 

and Spaniards and native English speaker academic writers American expressed 

their stance in the research article and published in international journal. Based 

analysis of the data indicate that the use of stance devices in the conclusion 

section of the research article by writers from three different cultural and 

language backgrounds, that of American, Spanish, and Turkish writers and the 

groups used stance devices to consolidate important points the most, followed by 

making suggestions and expressing limitations and both native and non-native 

English speaking academic writers are well aware of the conventions of their 

global and local discourse communities. 

The  second  research  is  taken  from  Kitjaroonchai on September 3, 

2019.  In this research, Kitjaroonchai conducted this research in some school 

with students differed in their study major. The analysis of the data use 

                                                             
2
Hüseyin Kafesii, “Stance In Academic Writing”.European Journal of Education 

Studies.vol.4 no.2, 2018. 
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qualitative research, the researcher use 12 papers composed by students from six 

different nations in Asia, namely, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Thailand and Vietnam. Based analysis of the data that stance marker of the most 

commonly used were hedges, self-mention, and reader mention. This research is 

to know the use of stance and engagement in improvised and timed 

argumentative essays among 12 Asian first-year university students studying 

English as a foreign language at an international university in Thailand. This 

analysis shows that students with different mother and cultural background use 

interactional markers in argumentative essays with similar topics. 

The third prior research is taken from Uccelli et al, in his jounal 2012.  In 

this research, Uccelli conducted this research in Harvard school, The sample 

included a slightly larger proportion of females than males and most students 

came from families with low socio-economic status, data analysis use the 

original essays were handwritten by students. The objective of this research is to 

find out socio-cultural and individual differences in early language development 

and in academic literacy, with background in linguistics she explores how 

different language skills at the lexical, grammatical, and discourse levels interact 

with each other to either promote advances in language expression and 

comprehension. 

Based on the prior researches above, it is known that all of prior 

researches  have  the  similarity  with  the  research  that  conducted  by  the 

researcher. The similarity is known in the use of stance marker. The difference 

between this research and other  research  in the different samples of research 

used. However, the first prior research use articles samples. Then the second 
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prior research use papers composed by students from six different nationalities 

for the samples. Nonetheless, in the third prior researches is use the students for 

the sample. In this case, this research focussed on documents undergraduated 

thesis of English Department at IAIN Metro. 
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CHAPTER II 

 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. The Concept of Undergraduate Thesis 

1. The Definition of Undergraduate Thesis  

According to Chandrasekhar in his journal, said that a thesis is an 

obligatory offering placed at the desk of the examiner by a candidate who 

wishes to get a degree.
3
 It means that thesis is a document submitted in 

support of candidature based  own ideas and research that the researcher  do 

as part  for an academic degree.   

Moreover, David el al., stated that thesis is an extended argument. To 

pass, a thesis must demonstrate logical, structured, and defensible reasoning 

based on credible and verifiable evidence presented in such a way that it 

makes an original contribution to knowledge, as judged by experts in the 

field.
4
 It means that a good thesis have to exhibit logical, established, and 

trustworthy correctness based on data presented. Moreover, thesis is used to 

refer to the document that a student creates to earn a degree at the Honours, 

Masters, or doctoral level.
5
 It is inferred that thesis is a document submitted 

in support of candidature based  own ideas and research that the researcher  

do as part  for an academic degree. Writing in undergraduate thesis is the last 

step of students studies in college. It requires clear writing and thinking in 

order to deliver a well presented undergraduate thesis to examiners and the 

readers, the knowledge obtained by students during studying at college is 

                                                             
3 R (Chandra) Chandrasekhar, How To Write a Thesis: a Working Guide, (Australia: 

Centre For Intelligent Information Processing System (CIIPS) The University of Western 

Australia, 2008) ,p.1 
4
 David Evans et al., How to Write a Better Thesis Third Edition, (London: Springer 

International Publishing, 2014), 1. 
5
 Ibid., 3. 
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tested by this undergraduate thesis. Writing undergraduate thesis is such a 

tough work to do actually, most students do not fully understand what an 

undergraduate thesis means nor do the students understand its importance.  

In addition, undergraduate thesis should have sufficient information to 

convince the readers that it has important idea, a good relevant literature and 

major issue, the quality of undergraduate thesis depends not only on quality 

of proposed project but also on the quality of writing a good undergraduate 

thesis may run the risk of rejection simply because it is poorly written.  

2. The Structure of Undergraduate Thesis 

In writing undergraduate thesis, should pay attention to the guidelines 

for writing undergraduate thesis. The guidelines for writing undergraduate 

thesis that is undertaken in colleges basically refers to one of the general 

standarts.it is just that there are some insignificant technical differences. In 

addition, by observing and understanding the structure of the undergraduate 

thesis, students are expected to make writing into good quality writing 

products. According to Chandrasekhar in his journal said that  one of them is 

the structure of undergraduate thesis namely: 

a. Title page: gives the title of the thesis in full, the candidate‟s names 

and degrees, a statement of presentation in the form.  

b. Summary or abstract of approximately 300 words. (It should not 

exceed 700 words.) the abstract or summary should summarize the 

appropriate headings, aims, scope and conclusion of the thesis.  

c. Table of Contents 

d. Acknowledgements 
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e. Main Text, the thesis proper consists of the main text, numbered 5 

above. If we zoomed in on the main text, we should see something 

like this: 

1)  Chapter  1:Introduction 

2)  Chapter  2:Review of the Literature 

3)  Chapter 3: Materials and Methods 

4)  Chapters 4 to n: Experimental Chapters 

5)  Chapter (n + 1): General Discussion or Conclusions. 

f. Bibliography or References 

g. Appendices.
6
 

Based on the statement above, it can be conclude that te structure is all 

important. It is the foundation of thesis, in making a thesis the researcher 

should pay attention to structure in making a thesis, by understanding and 

applying it to the writing is expected so that the research can be a good 

research writing and trustworthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
6
 R (Chandra) Chandrasekhar, How To Write a Thesip.2. 
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B. The Concept of Writing 

1. The Definition of Writing 

Writing is one of language skill and productive skill that was learned 

by students in Junior High School, senior high school, and University. In 

addition, writing is a method of human to conduct intercommunication by 

means of conventional visible marks or symbols. It is also used to deliver or 

to communicate nonverbal message, idea, expression, feeling or thought. In 

other words, writing can be used as a tool which is extremely needed for 

expressing some amazing ideas or feelings in written form. As a result, the 

communication among people can still run well enough even though they are 

not meeting each other directly. 

According to Mark, writing is the art of making an utterance perfectly 

natural through the perfectly unnatural process of making every word and 

phrase again and again, cutting here and adding there, until it is just so.
7
 It is 

inferred that writers move to in accordance with their individual goals of the 

moment although more time is spent on planning or thinking at the start, and 

on editing and reviewing at the end naturally. Hence, writing is a skill that 

needs a good relationship among some aspects in order to make an excellent 

writing text as writers want to. 

Moreover, Hacker stated that writing is a process of figuring out what 

the writers think, not a matter of recording already developed thoughts.
8
 It 

means that writing is process to inform a meaning from individuals think to 

                                                             
7
 Mark Tredinnick, The Little Red Writing Book, (Australia: University of New South 

Wales Press Ltd, 2006), 18. 
8
 Diana Hacker and Nancy Sommers, A Writer’s Reference Seventh Edition, (New 

York: Bedford/St. Martin‟s, 2011), 3. 
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reader, its can be view from a topic that their written and the beautiful 

written need the knowledge and process which get from reading, training 

writing and also practice of writing itself and it has basic skill which develop  

writing.  

As one of four basic skills of languages, writing is very important 

because it constitutes the clarification of someone through feeling. It means 

that process of writing needs specific skill to be successful in writing such 

content, organization, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanic. Through this 

skill, the writer can explore their own thinking, various feeling, and also the 

concept by using word. In writing indeed, the writer can express their ideas, 

thoughts, and fact in well-formed structure. Based on the statement above, it 

is inferred that in writing a person can arrange letters, words, sentences, and 

paragraph by using the knowledge of structure systematically in written 

forms and hopes the reader can understand the meaning. 

2. The Process of Writing 

Writing is not easy, more than picking up a pen and putting the words 

on paper. Hence, writing is a recursive process, which means students revise 

throughout the process, when the learners want to write must know steps 

writing process. 

Moreover, in writing there is a process that the writer should do to 

make good quality writing product. According to Harmer the writing 

strategy and process of writing were categorized identically. It has four main 

elements:  

a. Planning 
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Before starting to write, the writers decides what they are 

going to write. In this case, the writers should think about three 

main issues. The first is they have to consider the purpose of their 

writing, including the type of the text, the language that they was 

use and the information that they was choose to construct their 

writing. Secondly, the writer has to think of the readers who read 

their writing. For example, it is formal or informal writing. Thirdly, 

the writershave to consider the content structure of their writing. It 

is about how to sequence the facts, ideas, or arguments which they 

have decided to include.
9
 

b. Drafting 

The first version  of piece of writing as draft. This first go at a 

text is ofte done on the assumption that it is amended later. In 

addition, as the writing proceeds into editing, a number of drafts 

may be produced on the way to the final version.
10

 It is inferred that 

drafting should be arranged after planning. In other words, the 

writers start to write their ideas based on their planning before. It 

was be the first version of writing that produced by the writer.  

c. Editing (reflecting and revising) 

Once writers have produced a draft they then, usually read 

through what they have written to see where it works and where it 

doesn‟t. Perhaps the order of the information not clear. Perhaps the 

way something is written is ambiguous or confusing. In addition, 

                                                             
9
Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing. (England: Pearson Education Limited, 2004),4 

10 Ibid.,5 
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reflecting and revising are often helped by other readers (or editors) 

who comment and make suggestion.
11

 It means that, the writers 

need to correct the draft which they have produced. The content of 

the text may be equivocated or confused so that it hard to 

understand by the readers. Consequently, the writer has to make an 

editing that whised for changed in correct writing. In other words, 

the writer revises his writing to make appropriate revisions.  

d. Final version 

Once writers have edited their draft, making the changes they 

consider to be necessary, they produce their final version. This may 

look considerably different from both the original plan and the first 

draft, because things have changed in the editing process.
12

 It is 

inferred that after editing their draft, the writers make the changes 

what they consider to be necessary, they produce their final 

version. It considerably different from both the original plan and 

the first draft, because it have changed in the editing process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
   11 Ibid. 

12 Ibid. 
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Based on the statement above, it is inferred that writing process 

involves planning, drafting, editing (reflecting and revising), and final 

version. Planning is a very essential step in writing process. It is relevant 

with the asserting the purpose of writing, the audience, and the content 

structure of writing. Furthermore, while writing is the process of drafting. It 

is the real implementation of planning that needs the real action of writing 

such as developing the main idea. In addition, the editing is the revising 

process such as look about the ideas, scratch out the irrelevant information, 

find out the grammatical errors, and change the text order or make some 

additions. Final version is changed in the editing process. It becomes the 

final version that was be read by the audience. 

C. The Concept of Stance Marker 

1. The Definition of Stance Marker 

According to Biber et al., stance is to communicating propositional 

content, speaker and writers commonly express personal feelings, attitudes, 

value judgments, or assessments.13 It is inferred that stance is indicate how 

a speaker feels about the message they are trying to convey  the content of 

the message itself. Stance markers can be defined as a form of pragmatic 

marker because stance do not indicate a propositional meaning but rather 

have a pragmatic function to indicate the the writers stance or attitude vis-a-

vis the message. As a category of pragmatic marker, stance markers share 

some core similarities with discourse markers.
14

 

                                                             
13

 Douglas Biber et al., Longman Grammar of spoken.,966. 
14

 Carter, R., & Mc Carthy, M. Cambridge grammar of English: A comprehensive 

guide. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,2006).84 
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In addition, Hyland stated that  stance is essentially about what the 

writer has to say: how he or she takes an attitude to the truth or value of 

what is presented.
15

 It means that stance marker is a feeling conveyed to the 

author into a written form and is used as a personal judgment. Moreover, 

stance is encoded linguistically through a variety of later-acquired forms and 

functions used to express the characteristically assertive yet epistemically 

cautious attitude most typical of expository writing.
16

 It is inferred that the 

author wants to convey feelings or what the author felt into a writing. It is 

hoped that the reader can understand what is conveyed to the author into the 

writing so that it is easily understood by the reader. 

2. The Importance of Stance Marker 

Based on the experts that have explained about the definition of stance 

marker. Stance marker can give the influence to the quality of writing 

product. By applying stance marker in the text, the resulted sentences are 

concise and scientific. Therefore, the theory of stance marker was 

implemented in the process of teaching writing on students at IAIN Metro. 

Writers can offer a credible representation of themselves and their work by 

showing solidarity with readers and also by evaluating their material and 

acknowledging alternative views in appropriate and accepted ways.
17

 It is 

recognized that written text apart from concerning people, places, and 

activities in the world, acknowledges, constructs, and negotiates social 

                                                             
15

Ken Hyland and Carmen Sancho Guinda, Stance and Voice in Written Academic 

Genres,(Unites States : Palgrave Macmillan, 2012), 148. 
16 Uccelli, P., C.L. Dobbs, and J. Scott. “Mastering Academic Language., 9. 
17

 Leila Bahrami et al,” Authorial Stance in Academic Writing: Issues and Implications 

for Research in English Language Teaching”, International Journal of English Language & 

Translation Studies,vol.06 (2).2018.p.2. 



19 

 

 

relations; in consequence, writing is viewed as a social engagement, that is, 

by creating social interactions, effective texts can be produced. In academic 

writing, such interactions are accomplished through the systems of stance 

and engagement. The writers offer interpretations of their data and persuade 

readers of their claims using a variety of stance resources. The linguistic 

resources of stance include words or phrases which are used by academic 

writers to adopt a position and engage with readers. 

Hyland state that, their importance lies in the role they play in 

negotiating meanings and agreement with interlocutors and the impression 

of a writer they make on those readers.
18

 Moreover, throughout discussions 

of stance the term evaluation is often used in explaining the meanings of 

stance markers, as they offer the writers and speaker‟s evaluation of a 

proposition or entity.
19

 It means that stance can help the writers to 

evaluation their writer, the use of stance marker  plays important role in 

composing written in academic writing. 

3. The Types of Stance Marker 

According to Biber et al., there are three types of stance markers based 

on semantic criteria including: epistemic stance markers, attitude stance 

markers, and style stance markers.
20

 These adverbs express meanings 

associated with the speaker or writer's attitude, or stance, towards what she 

or he is saying. Here are the following types: 
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 Ken Hyland and Carmen Sancho Guinda, Stance and Voice in Written.,9. 
19 Ibid.,18. 
20 Douglas Biber et al., Longman Grammar of spoken.,972. 
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a. Epistemic Stance Marker 

Epistemic stance markers are used to present speaker comments 

on the status of information in a proposition. They can mark certainty 

or doubt, actuality, precision, or limitation or they can indicate the 

source of knowledge or the perspective from which the information is 

given.
21

It is inferred that epistemic stance marker is convey the writers 

assumption or assessment and indicate how certain the speaker or 

writer or where the information comes from.In addition, epistemic 

stance markers, it is possible to distinguish among several sub class 

including: 

1) Doubt and certainty 

Doubt and certainty adverbs show the speaker's certainty 

or doubt about the proposition in the clause. They include both 

absolute judgments of certainty and indication of belief in 

various levels of probability.
22

 In addition, certainty can be 

seen as a variety of epistemic modality expressed through 

epistemic comments. Furthermore, common epistemic stance 

markers as doubt and certainty  include of: probably, perhaps, 

may be, most likely, very likely, quite likely, I guess, I think..
23

 

For example: 

(a)  There are maybe some other solutions to this problem 

(b)  The teacher probably knows how to teach his students 

eficiently. 

 

                                                             
21 Ibid. 
22

 Ibid.,854 
23

 Grace Q Zhang, Elastic Language How and Why we Stretch our Words, (United 

Kingdom:Cambridge University Press, 2015),34. 
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2) Actuality and reality  

Actuality and reality comment on the status of the 

proposition as real life fact,
24

 include of in fact, really, 

actually, in actual fact, for a fact, truly.
25

 For example: 

a) In fact, there are three high school students from 

indonesia who invented a total cure for cancer 

b) There are actually many appoach and strategies that 

used in reading  

 

3) Source of knowledge 

Adverbial source of knowledge show the source of the 

information reported in the associated proposition.
26

It is 

inferred that source of knowledge used to make comments on 

the source of knowledge or the type of evidence authors have 

for the information presented. These adverbial include of: 

evidently, apparently, reportedly, reputedly, according to her, 

as he notes.
27

 For example: 

According to Ramelan stated,writing is representation 

or symbol of language. 

 

4) Limitation 

Epistemic stance adverbs can mark the limitation of the 

proposition. Stance adverbs commonly used to mark limitation 

include of : generally, largely, mainly, typically. For example: 

Generally a ne broom sweeps clean 

 

 

 

                                                             
24 Ibid. 
25

 Grace Q Zhang, Elastic Language.,34 
26

 Ibid.,855 
27 Grace Q Zhang, Elastic Language.,34 
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5) Viewpoint or perspective 

Epistemic stance markers can mark the view point or 

perspective from the proposition is true. Stance adverbs 

commonly used to mark viewpoint or perspective  include of: 

in our view, from our perspective, in my opinion. For example:  

(a)  In our view it would be a backward step. 

(b)  From our perspective, movement succes is 

paradoxical.
28

 

 

6) Imprecision  

Epistemic stance markers can mark are used  to show the 

proposition being conveyed is somehow imprecise. Stance 

adverbs commonly used to mark imprecision or hedge  include 

of: kind of, sort of, roughly,so to speak. For example: 

 It kept sort of pouring out of his pocket, my brother said.
 29

 

b. Attitude Stance Marker 

Stance markers in the second major semantic category report 

personal attitudes or feelings.30 It means that attitude stance marker is 

enable writers to convey personal attitude or feelings in the 

proposition content. Attitudinal stance adverbs convey speakers„ 

personal attitudes or feelings towards the proposition for example 

likes and dislikes, evaluations of events and personal experiences, 

value judgment ,or assessment of expectations. Attitude stance 

markers include of: unfortunately, surprisingly, curiously, sensibly, 

hopefully. For example: 

                                                             
28

 Ibid. 
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30 Ibid.,974 
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1) Fortunately, during my first view months here,I kept a 

journal. 

2) Hopefully this problem will be solved when the group is 

thoroughly revised. 
31

 

 

c. Style Stance Marker 

Style tance marker is presenting speaker or writer comments on 

the communication itself.
32

In addition, stance adverbials are the 

primary grammatical device, although some complement clause 

constructions also present this stance. It inferred that enable writers to 

express their comments on the communication itself or to describe the 

manner of writing. Style stance markers include of: sincerely, 

honestly, quite frankly, simply,briefly, literally,more simply put. For 

example:  

1) Quite frankly, he looked terrible.  

2) More simply put, a feedback system has inputs affected by 

its outputs.  

 

Based on the statement above, it can be conclude that stance 

marker has three types there are epistemic, attitude and style stance 

marker each type of stance marker has different functions and 

definitions. Firstly,  epistemic stance marker is convey the writers 

assumption or assessment and is used to express from perspective 

information is given. Secondly, attitude stance marker is enable 

writers to convey personal attitude or feelings. Lastly, style stance 

marker is writers to express their comments on the communication 

itself.  

                                                             
31 Ibid. 
32 Ibid.,975 
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4. Placement of Stance Markers 

Stance Markers can be placed in the initial, medial, and final 

position.
33

 The explanation of each position is explained as follows: 

a. Stance Markers in Initial Position 

The higher percentages of initial stance adverbials in fiction, 

news, and academic prose over conversation correspond to the use of 

prepositional phrase and certain style and attitude stance which are 

rare in conversation. For example, many of the use according+NP 

occur initially both in news and other written  registers. For example:  

According to experts of mosse behavior,it is not unusual for 

moose to stand still by the side of the road before they suddenly 

enter the carriageway. 

 

Other stance expression, such as in fact, in short, in brief and 

even in a word commonly occur in the written registers in initial 

position, for example: 

In fact, carpetworld has a range of quality wool mixture twist 

carpets. 

 

Finally, many of attitude adverbials in news and academic 

content are placed in initial position. For example: 

1) Wisely, the leinster council decided to make the game all ticket  

2) Ironically, however the sociologist are correct on one 

important point 

Stance adverbs are placed in initial position as adjuncts , their 

scope extend to the whole clause. Their meaning express the speaker's 

attitude to the content of the clause or comment on its truth value as 

in:  

                                                             
33
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1) Hopefully, the new plan will lead to some improvements. 
34

 

2) Unfortunately some recorded samples were lost 

 

b. Stance Markers in Medial Position 

Biber et al., notes that every semantic category of stance adverbs 

can be placed in medial position. Adverbs conveying certainty, 

likelihood, actuality, limitation are often placed immediately before 

and after the operator. In this position, the adverbs emphasize their 

relationship to the state or action described by the verb. For example:  

1) For some months Wallace had actually practiced law.  

2) The primary lesion is generally treated with pituitary surgery. 

  

Attitude and style adverbs also occur in medial position, often 

immediately the following subject. For example: 

At the time my mother fortunately never thought of selling her 

books.  

c. Stance Markers in Final Position 

Moreover, other types of adverbs like degree, manner, stance 

adverbs sometimes are not used at the end of the sentence as in the 

following example:   

Most of the others didn’t, I guess . 
35

 

5. The Common Errors in the Use of Stance Markers  

The problems   in   presenting   an   effective authorial  stance  have  

frequently  resulted  in poor  evaluation  of  a  writers  text  and research 

potential. For instance, while the writer can confidently identify stance 

words that occur in contexts (such as complement clauses) where the stance 
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expressed is grammatically related to a proposition, it is more difficult to 

identify stance words that are not as overtly expressed grammatically.
36

 

According to Bahremi problems in presenting an effective authorial 

stance have frequently resulted in poor evaluation of a writers text and 

research potential. For instance, studies have revealed that in soft 

disciplines, novice writers often fail to keep a fine balance between being 

humble (acknowledging others perspectives) and authoritative (expressing 

his/her own interpretations and points of view directly) and this has led to 

failure in publication in many cases.
37

 It means that the writer stance in 

academic writing is still a poorly understood field and more in-depth 

investigations need to be conducted in this regard. 

Based on the statement above, It is hard to apply the concept of stance 

marker in the text.In other words, writer  stance  in  academic  writing  is  

still  a poorly  understood  because of the inappropriate use of context use, 

the ommition of comma, the inappropriate position and the writer can‟t 

distinguish the use of some type of stance marker so that affects the writing 

quality. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

A. The Types and Characteristic of Research 

In this case, the researcher considered the phenomena of stance marker 

on students undergraduate thesis to be explored. The researcher decided to use 

qualitative research to investigate the most dominant type of stance markers and 

to analyze the common errors in the use of stance markers investigated in 

students undergraduate thesis of English department at IAIN Metro. 

According to Creswell, qualitative research is an approach for exploring 

and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or 

human problem.
38

 It can be said  that qualitative research Qualitative research 

method is a kind of research method that has aimed to explore or dig up certain 

fenomena or issue. Furthermore, Kalof said that qualitative research makes use 

of words and sometimes images rather than numbers.
39

 It is inferred that 

qualitative research is research that explores a phenomenon by describing it with 

non-numeric language in the context and can help the researcher to get 

information of the data  so that researchers can describe the details of the data. 

Qualitative research is a research that aimed to describe, learn, and 

explain the phenomenon. The understanding of phenomenon can be reached by 

describing and exploring through narration. It means that the research procedure 

that result descriptive data written or spoken from the participants and the 

behavior that is observed. It also belongs to descriptive study that proposes to 

                                                             
`
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collect current information, to identify problem, to make comparison or 

evaluation and to learn from other experience to establish decision. 

Moreover, the type of this study is a case study in which the researcher 

explores in depth a program, an event, an activity or a process, case study the 

intensive study of the phenomenon but it gives a subjective information rather 

than objective. In addition, the characteristic in this research focuses on the 

descriptive qualitative research. The researcher took a survey with the aimed to 

investigate the most dominant type and to analysis the common errors in the use 

of stance markers investigated in students undergraduate thesis of English 

department at IAIN Metro.  

The researcher took the data from the students academic writing of the 

undergraduated thesis that it can be used to describe phenomena and summarize. 

The aim of using survey for descriptive research is getting a good step of certain 

things. Descriptive qualitative analysis involves describing the common 

underlying characteristics of data. Description refers to the process of defining, 

classifying, or categorizing phenomena of interest. Descriptive qualitative 

research is useful because it can provide important information regarding the 

average member of a group. Specifically, by gathering data on a large enough 

group of people, a researcher can describe the average member, or the average 

performance of a member, of the particular group being studied.40 It means that 

descriptive research refers to the type of research question, design, and data 

analysis that is applied to a given topic. In this research, the researcher used 

                                                             
40
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qualitative research to investigate and analyze the stance marker from 

undergraduate thesis at IAIN Metro. 

B. Data Source 

In this research, the researcher used two kinds of data sources. The data 

sources are primary and secondary data. 

1. Primary sources 

According to Kalof, if the resaercher collect her own data by 

naking first-hand observation, the type of data is primary.
41

 It means 

that primary data is directly conducted by the researcher. In this case, 

the writer takes primary data from ten undergraduate thesis written by 

the students of English department at IAIN Metro that consist of five 

undergraduate thesis in the academic year of 2010 and of five 

undergraduate thesis in the academic year of 2017. 

In selecting the data, the researcher uses purposive sampling 

technique. According to Robert, in qualitative research the samples are 

likely to be chosen in a deliberate manner known as purposive 

sampling.
42

 The goal or purpose for selecting the specific study units is 

to have those that yield the most relevant and plentiful data, given your 

topic of study. It is inferred that purposive sampling is one of the non-

random sampling techniques in which researchers determine sampling  

by assigning special characteristics that are appropriate to the research 

purpose so that it is expected to answer the research problem. 
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2. Secondary sources 

According to Bruce, secondary sources involve the oral or written 

testimony of people not immediately present at the time of a given 

event. They are documents written or objects created by others that 

relate to a specific research question or area of research interest.
43

 it 

means that from the secondary  source is taken from books as the 

library sources which are related to the theory, data profile college at 

IAIN Metro, and documentation result, the books both in printed form 

and in electronic book, and the academic articles written in that are 

related to the research. 

C. Data Collection Technique 

According to Kalof, qualitative research typically follows an inductive 

process. In other words, induction implies that the researcher first collects data 

and proceeds to develop theory from the data (so data generates theory).
44

 It 

means that the data collection taken from process analyzing data become theory 

or interpretations. In addition, collection of data is very esseential in any 

educational research to provide a solid foundation for it.  It is something like the 

raw material that is used in the production of data. It provides a definite direction 

and definite answer to a research inquiry. Whatever inquiry has to give a definite 

answer to an investigation. Data are very essential for a scientific research.
45

 In 

another words, the data are needed to substantiate the various arguments in 

research findings. 
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 In addition, Creswell said that qualitative researchers collect data 

themselves through examining documents, observing behavior, or interviewing 

participants. They may use a protocol an instrument for collecting data but the 

researchers are the ones who actually gather the information. They do not tend to 

use or rely on questionnaires or instruments developed by other researchers.
46

 

The data collection is the accumulation of specific evidence that enables the 

researcher to properly analyse the results of all activities by his research design 

and procedures. 

Furthermore, qualitative researchers typically gather multiple forms of 

data, such as interviews, observations, documents, and audiovisual information 

rather than rely on a single data source.
47

 The researcher in this research uses 

document to collect the data. The researcher takes documents from the result of 

the use of stance marker in students‟undergraduate thesis writing. In the process 

of collecting the data, the researcher collects the results of writing students to 

analyze and to investigated the using of stance marker in students 

undergraduated thesis of English department at IAIN Metro in academic year 

2017. In this data collecting technique, the researcher used two kinds of 

technique taken from data collection process above. They are observation and 

documentation. Those technique as explained as follows: 

1. Observation 

Observation is another versatile approach to data collection. This 

approach relies on the direct observation of the construct of interest, 
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which is often some type of behavior.
48

 It  is inferred that observation is 

a useful method for collecting data. The process of finding or obtaining 

such information must be objectively, real and accountable. In this 

research, the researcher observed the  data from undergraduate thesis 

written by the students of English department at IAIN Metro. 

2. Documentation 

During the process of reserach, the qualitative investigator may 

collect document, in the documentation, the researcher took the data 

from the students academic writing of the undergraduated thesis in 

“CHAPTER I” specified in the part of background of study. The 

researcher examines 10 samples from undergraduate thesis of  English 

department in order to investigate the most dominant type of stance 

markers and to analize the common errors in the use stance markers 

investigated in students undergraduate thesis of English department at 

IAIN Metro in the academic year of 2017 and 2010. 

D. Data Analysis Technique 

The important part in research study is analyzing data, because the result 

becomes a conclusion from all of the research. Analysis of data means studying 

the tabulated material in order to determine character facts or meanings. It 

involves breaking down existing complex factors into simple parts and putting 

the parts together in new arrangements for the purpose of interpretation. 

Qualitative data generally take the form of words (descriptions, observations, 

impressions, recordings, and the like).  
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The researcher must organize and categorize or code the large mass of 

data so that they can be described and interpreted. In qualitative research, 

data analysis includes of two aspects, the aspects consists of text analysis and 

involve developing a description and themes. The researcher applied content 

analysis technique, content analysis is potentially one of the most important 

research techniques in the social sciences. According to Krippendorff, content 

analysis is a research technique for making replicable and valid inferences 

from texts  or other meaningful matter to the contexts of their use.
49

 It is 

inferred that content analysis is a research method for studying documents 

and communication artifacts, which might be texts of various formats, 

pictures, audio or video.  

Content analysis views data as representations not of physical events 

but of texts, images, and expressions that are created to be seen, read, 

interpreted, and acted on for their meanings, and must therefore be analyzed 

with such uses in mind.  As a technique, content analysis involves specialized 

procedures. It is learnable and divorceable from the personal authority of the 

researcher. As a research technique, content analysis provides new insights, 

increases a researchers understanding of particular phenomena, or informs 

practical actions. Content analysis is a scientific tool. 
50

 The researcher 

applied Krippendorff model to analyze the data. The componets of this 

analysis model are pictured by this figure. 

                                                             
49

 Klaus KrippendorffP, Content Analysis  an Introduction to its Methodology Second 

Edition.(California: Sage Publications, Inc,2004),18. 
50 Ibid. 



34 

 

 

Figure 3.1 components of content analysis.
51

 

Data analysis by Krippendorff  model conducts the following steps: 

1. Unitizing is the step when the researcher gather all data which are 

used to complete the research. The researcher collected the data by 

visited in the library at IAIN Metro and by looking for 10 

undergraduate thesis that consist of five undergraduate thesis in the 

academic year of 2010 and of five undergraduate thesis in the 

academic year of 2017, to know the phenomena of using stance 

marker and to analyze the common errors in the use of stance marker. 

2. Sampling, during the process of reserach, the qualitative investigator 

may collect document. In the documentation, the researcher took the 

data from the students academic writing of the undergraduated thesis 

in “CHAPTER I” specified in the part of background of study. The 
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researcher examine 10 samples from undergraduate thesis of English 

department at IAIN Metro. 

3. In recording or coding, the researcher usually uses graphics, figures, 

charts or table. The display should be able to describe the content 

entire the data. In this case, the researcher displayed the research data 

by using the table 

4. In reducing data, the researcher reduces the data had gotten by 

summarizing and choosing specific things. In this case, the researcher 

specified the data that related to use of stance marker in students 

udergraduate thesis by refering to the research question. 

5. Abductively inferring, this stage tries to analyze the data further, 

namely by looking for the data meaning of existing units. The 

analysed of data is outlined descriptively, then concluded and 

displayed in writing 

6. Narrating is the last step as an attempt to answer research questions. 

The researcher also provides the important information to be 

understood and able to make decisions based on the results of existing 

research. 

Therefore, it is concluded that the analysis of data has some functions in 

analyzing research data that include in to make the meaningful raw data, to test 

null hypothesis, to get the significant results, to describe inferences or to make 

generalization, and to calculate parameters. After getting the resuls, the 

researcher concludes them clearly by answering the research question. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH 

A.  Description of the Research Setting  

IAIN Metro is an Islamic Institute that is one of favorite universities in 

Metro, the only city in Lampung province well-known for Education City vision. 

In addition, IAIN Metro has vision and missions. Its vision is becoming an 

Innovative Islamic College of Education in socioecotechno-preneurship synergy 

based on Islamic values and Indonesian. Furthermore, to accomplish the vision it 

composes some missions, namely: to generate innovative, humanistic, and 

autonomous scholars with excellent Islamic knowledge; to develop Islamic 

values in the implementation of education, research, and community service; and 

to implement an excellent university managerial area. 

Moreover, there has been a significant development in IAIN Metro since 

2013 where some constructions of buildings have started, especially in campus 

two. Buildings and rooms in both campus one and two of IAIN Metro are named 

after the names of prominent Muslim scholars. Supporting facilities have been 

constructed as well in order to support both students and university staff‟s 

activities including of mosque, sport centre, teaching laboratories, mini-bank, 

free hotspot area and many others. 

IAIN Metro is located in Metro city at Jl. Ki Hajar Dewantara No.15A 

Iringmulyo in which the city‟s educational area  is established. Metro city is full 

of educational institutions with different levels and, therefore, highly suitable to 

academic activities. 
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B. The Most Dominant Types of Stance Markers Found in Students’ 

Undergraduate Thesis of English Department of  IAIN Metro. 

The researcher collected the data by visiting the library at IAIN Metro and 

by looking for 10 undergraduate thesis that consist of five undergraduate thesis 

in the academic year of 2010 and of five undergraduate thesis in the academic 

year of 2017 in “Chapter I” particularly in the part of background of study. In 

addition, during the process of reserach the researcher specify the data that 

related to use of stance marker in students udergraduate thesis by refering to the 

research question in order to investigate the most dominant type of stance 

markers found in student‟s undergraduate thesis of English department of IAIN 

Metro. The most dominant types of stance markers found in students  

undergraduate thesis of English department of  IAIN Metro is explained in the 

following sentences: 

1. The  First Data  

It was analyzed that in the first data there are no attitude and style 

stance marker. In addition,  there was an epistemic stance marker that is 

according to. The sentence that contains  according to epistemic stance 

markers is:  

According to Sylvan Barnet, writing is a way of getting and 

developing ideas. 

 

2. The Second Data  

It was analyzed that in the second  data there were  no attitude and 

style stance marker. In addition, there were two epistemic stance 

markers, that were two actually and one in fact . The sentence that 

contains actually and in fact epistemic stance markers are:  
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a) Actually, there are four skills in English that must be mastered 

by students namely listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

b) Actually, the teacher uses the different technique for the 

different subject. 

c) In fact, there are several kinds of technique in teaching writing. 

 

3. The Third Data  

It was analyzed that in the third  data there were no epistemic 

stance markers and style stance marker. In addition,  there was attitude 

stance markers, that is hopefully. The sentence that contains hopefully 

attitude stance markers is:  

Hopefully, this media is expected can help the students more 

understand and interest in writing a descriptive text. 

 

4. The Fourth Data  

It was analyzed in the fourth data there were  two epistemic 

stance markers, that were actually and according to. The sentence that 

contains actually and according to epistemic stance marker are: 

a) Actually writing is a tool for students to express their ideas 

through the paper, book, and file until blog that is provided in 

internet facility. 

b) According to the Zhang, state that a weblogs or blog is a web-

based space for writing where all the writing and editing of 

information is managed through a web browser and is 

immediately and publicly available on the internet. 

5. The Fifth Data 

It was analyzed that in the fifth data there were epistemic stance 

markers, that were two in fact and one actually. The sentence that 

contains in fact and actually  epistemic stance marker are:  

a) In fact, there are some kinds of reading strategy 

b) In fact, some students with reading comprehension interpret 

word by word which inefficient in reading comprehension. 

c) Actually, there are many approach and strategies that used in 

reading to get more what they have read because sometimes the 
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student’s can read the text but they do not know what they have 

read 

 

6. The Sixth Data  

It was analyzed that in the sixth data there was epistemic stance 

marker. That were according to  and in fact. The sentences that contain 

according to  and in fact epistemic stance marker are:  

a) According to Donn Byrne, there are some materials which can 

be use in classroom listening. 

b) In fact, there are some students of SMAN 1 seputih surabaya 

values that their motivation still low, so listening ability include 

low too. 

 

7. The Seventh Data 

It was analyzed that in the seventh data there was  attitude stance 

marker. The sentence that contains actually stance marker is:  

Actually, we can see that English still one of the difficult 

subjects at junior high school up to university. 

 

8. The Eighth Data  

It was analyzed that in the eighth data there was epistemic stance 

marker. The sentence that contains in fact epistemic stance marker is:  

In fact, the students boredom is very dangerous since it will cause 

the students motivation become lower and the students will get 

difficulty to receive the material. 

 

9. The Ninth Data  

It was analyzed that in the ninth data there was attitude stance 

marker. The sentence that contains unfortunately attitude stance marker 

is:  

Unfortunately, vocabulary is neglected in some English language 

courses. 
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10. The Tenth Data  

It was analyzed that in the ninth data there was epistemic stance 

marker. The sentence that contains according to epistemic stance 

marker is:  

According to Diane Larsen, method in language teaching divided 

many methods. 

 

The most dominant type of stance markers found in students  

undergraduate thesis of English department at IAIN Metro is illustrated in 

the following table: 
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                       Table 4.1 

The Most Dominant Types of Stance Markers Found in Students  

Undergraduate Thesis of English Department of  IAIN Metro 

No Data  Epistemic stance 

marker 

Attitude stance 

markers 

Style stance 

markers 

Names of 

stance 

markers 

Total  Names of 

stance 

markers 

Total Names 

of 

stance 

markers 

Total  

1.  OH According to 1 − − − − 

2.  VO Actually 

 

2 − − − − 

In fact  

 

1     

3.  AQS  − − Hopefully  1 − 

 

− 

 

4. HU Actually 

 

1 − − − − 

According to 

 

1 − − − − 

5. AW In fact  

 

2 − − − − 

Actually  

 

1 − − − − 

6. JS According to  1 

 
− − − − 

  In fact  1     

7. NED Actually  1 −  − − − 

8. SM In fact  1 

 
− − − − 

9. RA − − Unfortunately  1 − − 

10. UK Acording to 1 − − − − 

TOTAL 14  2  0 
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Based on the information of the table above, the most dominant type of 

stance marker analyzed in undergraduate thesis of English Department at 

IAIN Metro is epistemic stance markers. In this study, in the undergraduate 

thesis English Department students at IAIN Metro in academic year of 2017 

and 2010 the researcher found 14 uses of epistemic stance markers found in 

10 thesis, including of 5 in fact, 5 actually, and 4 according to. Furthermore , 

the researcher found 2 use of attitude stance marker, including: 1 hopefully 

and 1 unfortunately. In addition, it was not found that there was the use of 

style stance marker. Based on the information of table above, the most 

dominant type of stance markers in undergraduate thesis of English 

Department at IAIN Metro in the acaemic year of 2017 and 2010 is epistemic 

stance marker. 

C. The Common Errors in the  Use of Stance Markers Found in Students 

Undergraduate Thesis of  English Department at IAIN Metro. 

The researcher collected the data by visiting the library at IAIN Metro 

and by looking for 10 undergraduate thesis that consist of five undergraduate 

thesis in the academic year of 2010 and of five undergraduate thesis in the 

academic year of 2017 in “Chapter I” specified in the part of background of 

study. Moreover, the researcher specified the data that related to the use of 

stance marker by refering to the research question in order to analyze the 

common errors in the use of stance markers found in student‟s undergraduate 

thesis of English department. The explanation of the common errors in the use 

of stance markers in students‟ undergraduate thesis of English Department of  

IAIN Metro is provided as follow: 
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1. The First Data  

In the first data, the researcher found an  appropriate stance 

marker that is according to, In addition, according to was used with 

sources that range from spesifically named people and publication to 

sources identified only by their location that is illustrated in the 

following example:
52

 

According to Mr.K, it all started with an argument with a 

customer over a faulty toy in easter egg last year. 

 

It is explained by him that the use of according to in the need of 

referring the name of people and the position of according to in the 

initial position. Furthermore, it was analyzed in the first data that there 

is one sentences that contain stance markers according to is: 

According to Sylvan Barnet, writing is a way of getting and 

developing ideas. 

 

The use of according to in that sentence is appropriate because  the 

use of according to in the sentence refers to the nameof people  and the 

position of according to in initial position, according to that has been 

used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, it is 

concluded that the use of according to in the first  data is appropriate. 

2. The Second Data  

a) The appropriate use of stance markers in the second data. 

The researcher found two inappropriate stance markers include 

of actually. Actually is a stance marker that also comments on the 

                                                             
52 Ibid.,871 
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status of the proposition as real life fact.
53

 Stance marker actually is 

often placed in medial position to emphasizes its relationship to the 

state or action described by verb or sometimes. that is illustrated in 

the following example:
 54

 

Not all the evidence by any means concern with the view that 

woman were actually superior to men in some respects  

 

In the academic context the use of actually in medial position. 

Furthermore, it was analyzed in the second data that there was the 

sentence that contains stance marker actually are:  

(1) Actually, there are four skills in English that must be 

mastered by students namely listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. 

(2) Actually, the teacher uses the different technique for the 

different subject. 

 

The use of actually in the above sentence is inappropriate 

because the position is not in the medial position but in the initial 

position. Furthermore, the appropriate form of the data above is:  

(1) There are actually four skills in English that must be 

mastered by students namely listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. 

(2) The teacher actually uses the different technique for the 

different subject. 

The above sentence is appropriate, because the  stance marker 

actually is  placed in medial position.  

b) The appropriate of use stance markers  

In addition, it was also analyzed that there was one  

appropriate stance markers include of in fact. In fact is a stance 

marker that commonly occurs in the written registers in initial 

                                                             
53 Ibid. 
54 Ibid.,872 
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position to introduce a condentation or rainforcement the important 

of statement.
55

 The use of in fact stated by Biber et, al in the form of 

following example:
56

 

In fact, carpetworld has a range of quality wool mixture twist 

carpets. 

 

It is explained by him that the use of in fact is also in initial 

position. Furthermore, it was analyzed in the second data that there 

was the sentence that contains stance markers in fact is: 

In fact, there are several kinds of technique in teaching 

writing. 

 

The use of in fact in that sentence is appropriate because the 

sentence in fact in initial position and the use of stance marker in fact 

that has been used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. 

Therefore, it is concluded that the use of in fact in the second data is 

appropriate. 

3. The Third Data  

It was analyzed that the third data the researcher found the 

appropriate use of stance marker that is hopefully. Hopefully is 

sometimes used as an attitude stance adverbial.
57

 hopefully is used in 

more formal registers of news and academic context, as well as in 

conversation and fiction. that is illustrated in the following example:
 58

 

Hopefully this problem will be solved when the group is 

throughly revised. 

 

                                                             
55 Douglas Biber et al., Longman Grammar of spoken.,874. 
56

 Ibid. 
57 Ibid.,856 
58 Ibid.,857 
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In the need  of academic context, the use of hopefully is initial 

position. Furthermore, it was analyzed in the second data that there was 

the sentence that contains stance markers hopefully is: 

Hopefully, this media is expected can help the students more 

understand and interest in writing a descriptive text. 

 

It was analyzed that the use of hopefully is in initial position. 

Therefore, the use of hopefully in the third data is appropriate. 

4. The Fourth Data  

a) The inappropriate use of stance marker 

In the fourth data, the reseacher found an inappropriate stance 

markers includeing of actually. It was analyzed in the fourth data 

that there was the sentence that contains stance markers actually is:  

Actually,writing is a tool for students to express their ideas 

through the paper, book, and file until blog that is provided in 

internet facility. 

The use of actually in the above sentence is inappropriate 

because the position is not in the medial position but in the initial 

position, so the use of actually in the fourth  data is inappropriate. 

The appropriate form the above data is:  

Writing is actually a tool for students to express their ideas 

through the paper, book, and file until blog that is provided in 

internet facility. 

The above sentence is appropriate because the position of 

actually is in the medial position. 

b) The appropriate use of stance marker 

In the fourth data, the reseacher found one  appropriate stance 

markers include of according to. It was analyzed in the fourth data 
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that there was the sentence that contains stance markers according to 

is:  

According to the Zhang, state that a weblogs or blog is a web-

based space for writing where all the writing and editing of 

information is managed through a web browser and is 

immediately and publicly available on the internet. 

 

The use of according to in that sentence is appropriate because  

the use of according to in the sentence refers to the name of people  

and the position of according to is in initial position, according to 

that has been used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. 

Therefore, it is concluded that the use of according to in the fourth 

data is appropriate. 

5. The Fifth Data 

a) The inappropriate use of stance marker 

In the fifth data, the reseacher found an inappropriate stance 

markers include of actually. It was analyzed in the fifth data that 

there was the sentence that contains stance markers actually is:  

Actually, there are many approach and strategies that used 

in reading to get more what they have read because 

sometimes the student’s can read the text but they do not 

know what they have read. 

 

The use of actually in the above sentence is inappropriate 

because the position is not in the medial position but in the initial 

position, so the use of actually in the fourth  data is inappropriate. 

The appropriate form the above data is:  

There are actually many approach and strategies that used in 

reading to get more what they have read because sometimes 

the student’s can read the text but they do not know what they 

have read. 
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The above sentence is appropriate because the position of 

actually is in the medial position. 

b) The appropriate use of stance marker 

In the fifth data, the reseacher found two appropriate stance 

markers include of in fact. It was analyzed in the fifth data that there 

were the sentences that contains stance markers in fact were:  

(1) In fact, there are some kinds of reading strategy 

(2) In fact, some students with reading comprehension 

interpret word by word which inefficient in reading 

comprehension. 

 

The use of in fact in that sentence is appropriate because the 

position of in fact in initial position, stance marker in fact that has 

been used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, 

it is concluded that the use of in fact in the fifth data is appropriate. 

6. The Sixth Data  

In the sixth data, the reseacher found two appropriate stance 

markers include of according to and in fact. It was analyzed in the sixth 

data that there was the sentence that contains stance marker according 

to is:  

According to Donn Byrne, there are some materials which can 

be use in classroom listening. 

 

The use of according to in that sentence is appropriate because  

the use of according to in the sentence refers to the name of people  and 

the position of according to in initial position, according to that has 
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been used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, it 

is concluded that the use of according to in the sixth data is appropriate. 

Furthermore, It was analyzed in the sixth data that there was the 

sentence that contains stance marker in fact:  

In fact, there are some students of SMAN 1 seputih surabaya 

values that their motivation still low, so listening ability 

include low too. 

 

The use of in fact in that sentence is appropriate because the 

position of in fact in initial position, stance marker in fact that has been 

used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, it is 

concluded that the use of in fact in the sixth data is appropriate. 

7. The Seventh Data  

In the seventh data, the reseacher found an inappropriate stance 

markers include of actually. It was analyzed in the seventh data that 

there was the sentence that contains stance marker actually are:  

Actually, we can see that English still one of the difficult subjects 

at junior high school up to university. 

The use of actually in the above sentence is inappropriate because 

the position is not in the medial position but in the initial position, so 

the use of actually in the seventh data is inappropriate. The appropriate 

form the above data is: 

We actually can see that English still one of the difficult subjects 

at junior high school up to university. 

The above sentence is appropriate because the position of actually 

is in the medial position. 
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8. The Eight Data  

It was analyzed in the eighth data that there was the sentence that 

contains stance markers in fact:  

In fact, the students boredom is very dangerous since it will cause 

the students motivation become lower and the students will get 

difficulty to receive the material. 

 

The use of in fact in that sentence is appropriate because the 

position of in fact in initial position, stance marker in fact that has been 

used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, it is 

concluded that the use of in fact in the eighth 

9. The Ninth Data  

It was analyzed that the eighth data the researcher found the 

inappropriate use of stance marker that is unfortunately. unfortunately is 

sometimes used as an attitude stance adverbial.
59

 that is illustrated in the 

following example:
 60

 

Unfortunately some recorded samples were lost  

 

In the sentence in the academic context the use of unfortunately 

is in initial position. Furthermore, it was analyzed in the ninth data 

that there was the sentence that contains stance markers unfortunately 

is: 

Unfortunately, vocabulary is neglected in some English 

language courses. 

 

                                                             
59 Ibid.,856 
60 Ibid.,861 
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The use of unfortunately in the above sentence is appropriate 

because the position in the initial position, so the use of unfortunately 

in the ninth  data is appropriate.  

10. The Tenth Data  

In the tenth data, the reseacher found one  appropriate stance 

markers include of according to. It was analyzed in the tenth data that 

there was the sentence that contains stance markers in according to  is:  

According to Diane Larsen, method in language teaching divided 

many methods. 

 

The use of according to in that sentence is appropriate because  

the use of according to in the sentence refers to the nameof people  and 

the position of according to in initial position, according to that has 

been used appropriately to convey the meaning of writer. Therefore, it 

is concluded that the use of according to in the tenth data is appropriate. 

The common errors in the  use of stance markers found in students 

undergraduate thesis of English department are categorized in to the 

appropriate and the inappropriae stance markers stated ilustration of the 

common errors in the use of stance markers is provided in the following table: 
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                        Table 4.2 

The Common Errors in the  Use of Stance Markers Found in Students 

Undergraduate Thesis of  English Department at IAIN Metro  

No Data Names of stance 

markers 

The appropriate of use 

stance markers 

The inappropriate of 

use stance markers 

1. OH According to 

 

 − 

2. 

  

VO Actually  

 
−  

Actually  

 
−  

In fact  

 

 − 

3. AQS  Hopefully   − 

4. HU Actually  −  

According to   − 

5. AW In fact  − 

In fact   − 

Actually  −  

6. JS According to   
 

− 
 

In fact   − 

7. NED Actually  −  

8. SM In fact   − 

9. RA Unfortunately   − 

10. UK According to   − 

TOTAL 11 5 
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The use of the stance markers  in the students‟ undergraduate thesis 

are categorized in to the appropriate and the inappropriate use. The 

appropriate use of stance markers in the students‟ undergradute thesis are 5 in 

fact, 4 according to,1 hopefully and 1 unfortunately. All of the stance markers 

above are appropriate because of the appropriate position, and academic 

context use. In addition, the inappropriate use of stance markers in the 

students undergradute thesis are 5 actually because of the inappropriate 

academic context use and the innapropriate position. Based on all the 

explanation above, it was investigated that there are 5 errors used of stance 

markers in the students undergraduate thesis because of the inappropriate use 

of context use  and the inappropriate position. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the analysis result of stance markers in undergraduate thesis of 

English Department of IAIN Metro in the academic year of  2017 and 2010, the 

researcher would like to describe the conclusion of this research. The conclusion 

is related with the research results that cover the most dominant type of stance 

markers and the common errors in the use of stance markers found in students‟ 

undergraduate thesis of English department at IAIN Metro. 

Furthermore, the most dominant type of stance markers found in students‟ 

undergraduate thesis of the English Department of IAIN Metro in the academic 

year of 2017 and 2010 is epistemic stance markers. The researcher found 14 uses 

of epistemic stance markers found in 5 thesis in academic year 2017 and five 

thesis in academic year 2010 including of 5 in fact, 5  actually, and 4 according 

to. Moreover, the second research result is about the common errors of stance 

markers used in students‟ undergraduate thesis of the English Department of 

IAIN Metro in the academic year of 2017 and 2010. It was investigated that 

there are 5 error used of stance markers in the students‟ undergraduate thesis 

including of 5 actually because of the inappropriate context use and the 

inappropriate position. The result shows the use of stance marker on students 

undergraduate thesis of English department of IAIN Metro is not varied because 

of English students not familiar and understanding about the theory of the stance 

marker. 
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B. Suggestion  

Based on the conclusion above, the researcher had provided some 

suggestion that include of: 

1. For the students 

This research is expected to give the benefits for the students who 

learn English especially the students of English department at IAIN 

Metro. Because this research revealed the phenomenon of the use of 

stance marker in written thesis, the form of type stance marker and the 

difficulties  in using the stance marker in undergradute-thesis. After 

knowing the phenomenon of stance markers in the students‟ 

undergradute thesis, it is expected to realize and make efforts to 

improve the quality of their writing. 

2. For the English Teacher 

Hopefully, this research is expected to provide benefits to English 

teacher by providing access to information about the phenomenon of 

use  stance marker in writing. After knowing the real condition related 

to the quality of the student writing that is influenced by the stance 

marker, English teacher can arrange effective way to help the students 

in improving the quality of students writing. 

3. For the other researcher 

This research is expected to provide the benefit for the other 

researchers who investigate the same topic of research that is about the 

use or stance marker in writing. In addition, the next researcher obtain 

the real evidence of problems related to the use of stance marker in 
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writing, but this research is one of the strong foundations for the other 

researchers that develop the topic of this research into other forms of 

research. 
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1. The researcher collected data undergraduate thesis of English Department 

at IAIN Metro  

 

 
 

2. The researcher analyzed the use of  stance markers in undergraduate thesis 

of English department of IAIN Metro 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

English has four basic skills. They are listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. Writing is one of four basic skills. It is very important in teaching 

and learning English. Writing is one of all forms of written language use, 

which require different treatment when compared with the activity of the use 

of language in spoken form. Writing is one of the language skills that should 

be taught besides the other skills. Writing is considered as a productive skill it 

aims at assisting students in expressing their idea written.  

The process of writing integrates visual, motor and conceptual abilities. 

Therefore, the students must have extensive knowledge if they want to write 

something. Based on the curriculum of Senior High School which 

recommended by the government, there are some texts which have to be 

mastered by the students. One of the texts is descriptive text. 

Descriptive text is a text which purpose is to describe and reveal a 

particular person, place or thing. The written of descriptive paragraph be able 

to make the readers can understand what the text mean. 

 In learning descriptive text, students may have difficulties in learning 

it. Students may be confused to write the topic which has been given by the 

teacher. They are confused to write their idea about the topic they have. 

Based on the result of pre survey at the tenth graders of SMA 

Muhammadiyah Pekalongan May 09, 2016 takes one class, the researcher get 



 

 

data about the English score. The researcher used test to get the data of 

descriptive writing ability. The data can show as follows: 

Table 1 

The Data of the Students’ Descriptive Writing Ability 

No Category  Frequency Percentage (%) 

1 ≥72 5 19,05% 

2 ≤72 18 80,95% 

Total 23 100% 

Source: The result of Students’ Descriptive Writing Ability at The tenth 

Grades of SMA Muhammadiyah Pekalongan 
 

Based on the pre survey result above, the researcher assumed that the 

students‟ descriptive writing ability at the tenth graders of SMA 

Muhammadiyah Pekalongan still low. From the 23 students, there are 18 

students (80,95%) who get score <72. There are 5 students (19,05%) who get 

score ≥72.  

The other cases in English learning process at the tenth graders of SMA 

Muhammadiyah Pekalongan as :  

1. The students have low motivation in learning English. 

2. The students are not interested in learning writing. 

3. The students can not arranged the structure and grammar well. 

4. The students are lack of vocabulary. 

5. The students have difficulties in starting to write a descriptive text. 

Based on the problem above, the researcher wants to improve the 

students‟ descriptive writing ability by using cue cards picture. Cue cards is 

one of teaching media that can be used by teacher in learning english. It gives 

visual aid to students in learning writing descriptive text.  



 

 

The researcher hopes by using cue card as media, the students can be 

easier to write what should write in descriptive text. Hopefully, this media is 

expected can help the students more understand and interest in writing a 

descriptive text.  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is a set of rules that plays the very important role in human‟s 

life, such as in thinking, communicating ideas, and negotiating with the 

others. Language is a means of communication and information. 

English as  international language that almost used by all countries as the 

first, the second, or the foreign language. In Indonesia, English is the first 

international language that must be  learned by students from the the junior 

high school up to the university. 

Writing is one of the four language skills that has an important role in 

language point of view in written to the others in the communities. According 

to Sylvan Barnet, “writing is a way of getting and developing ideas.” The 

students not only need to learn the theory of writing but also they have to 

know how to control and develop idea in their writing. Beside that, the  

students‟ motivation is the important aspect in writing process. Writing is also 

one of skills that is difficult enough to learn. In learning writing skill, many 

students often find problems. The problems are the students still feel strange 

and face some difficulties in writing process.  

Furthermore, Robert J.Gamston explains Three step interview is a 

cooperative structure that helps participants personalize learning and listening 

to and appreciate the ideas and thinking of others. Three step interview is a 
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cooperative structure in which members of a team interview one another on a 

particular topic.The purpose of teaching three step interview is process 

generating opportunities for the students in order to make them more active in 

learning in the class or in their environment to get the ideas to analysis 

purpose new informationto write an English text. 

The researcher used three step interview strategy in this research. The 

resesarcher believed that three step interview strategy can motivate and 

measure the students‟ ability in writing skill. 

The students‟ test result of report writing skill at the second graders of 

SMP N 5 Metro; 

Table 1 

The Students‟ Test Result of Writing Skill 
 

No Score Category Frequency 
Percentage 

1 >70 Passed 9 
30 % 

2 <70 Failed 20 70 % 

Total 29 
100% 

Source: The Students‟ Test Result of Writing Skill that was taken on Pre survey at December 

6, 2016 

 

Based on the data of pra-survey on December 6, 2016 at the second 

graders of  SMP N 5 Metro, there was 29 students in the graders, 9 students 

(30%) got passed and 20 students (70%) failed. It means that, the students 

failed to pass the minimum mastery creteria (MMC) of English Subject that 

was 70. 



 

 

Based on the problem above , the researcher found the students‟ writing 

skill was still low. Here researcher only focus on increasing the students‟ 

writing skill and solved the problem about students‟ difficulties to write an 

English text or paragraph. Three step interview is one of the strategy in 

learning language. It could help the students to increase their skill in writing 

through interviewing another students based on the topic. In this research, the 

researcher tried to find the effective solution to increase the students‟ writing 

skill through three step interview strategy at the second graders students of 

SMP N 5 Metro. 

Based on situation above the researcher conducted a research entitled:  

“THE USE OF THREE STEP INTERVIEW STRATEGY TO INCREASE 

THE DESCRIPTIVE WRITING SKILLS AMONG THE SECOND 

GRADERS OF SMP N 5 METRO” 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of The Study 

 English is an international language and Indonesian department of 

national education has declared English been the first foreign language in 

Indonesia, so that it has been thought as a compulsory subject from 

elementary school up to university or college. Actually, there are four skills in 

English that must be mastered by students namely listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. Writing is one of productive skill in english. The purpose of 

teaching and learning English are developing the student‟s skill in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. Those skills should be mastered by the 

students who learn English. But learning is one difficult because it is only 

used when they study in the class, and seldom use it in daily life. These 

conditions occur in own country because people always use their mother 

tongue and Indonesian in their daily life.  

In writing, the students can share information and ideas in the written 

text. The writing skill become very important in the education field, because 

the students need to be excercised and trained in order to have a good writing 

ability. There are some problems to improve writing performance. One of 

them is the students are difficult to start writing. They are very hard to find 

ideas what they are going to write, when the teacher provides some topic or 

title to be written they need long time to think. Usually, the students do not 

have an inspiration that they want to write, so that the students just silent and 
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confuse to do the exercise. The teacher should find out technique that can 

attract the student‟s interest and can help them understand the writing. We 

need some teaching that can motivate and increase the student‟s ability, 

especially in writing performance. If the students interest in what they do, 

they will enjoy their learning process and more understand about the 

materials are given. 

Technique is defined as the way or specific activities of teacher in 

teaching and learning process. Technique is the important component in 

teaching and learning process to improve the instructional process. Actually, 

the teacher uses the different technique for the different subject. In fact, there 

are several kinds of technique in teaching writing. 

Based on the explanation above, writing in English may be handled in 

different ways for different purpose. English writing process has many factors 

that should be recognized, such as vocabulary, attitude of learning and one of 

the most important factors is technique. Therefore nominal group technique is 

one of the techniques that can use in teaching writing. It is clear that the 

students should have technique of writing, without technique they will not be 

able to make a good writing. 

 The research had conducted in SMPN 8 Metro, especially at eighth 

grade about 30 students. The result data of pre-survey on April 10, 2017, the 

English teacher has decided 74 as the competencess standard  minimum 

requirement. 

 



 

 

Table 1 

The result of test writing skilltest 

at the Eighth Graders of  SMPN 8 Metro 

in the Academic Year of 2017/2018 

 

 

 Based on the pre-survey result above, the researcher assumed that 

the students that got a good score is 7 students or 23.33%, the students that 

got a fair score is 13 students or 43.33% and the students that got a poor score 

is about 10 students or 33,34%. From the epalaniton above the researcher 

assumed that the students score is low in writing skill. Some of the students 

get low in test writing. Its mean that they are not complete yet in learning 

English. From the data of observation, the researcher got there are major 

problems in the English learning process. The problem is caused by students‟ 

difficulty in developing ideas and they have low motivation in writing. It can 

be assumed that the main case is causes student‟s skill in writing is how to 

start of the writing activity. 

 Refering to the case above, the researcher interested to apply the 

nominal group technique in writing test. Nominal Group Technique is a 

technique to improve the students writing skill, the ways more easy that can 

interest the students to write and to start their writing in a group. 

 In this research, the researcher will investigate whether applying 

Nominal Group Technique give the positive effect in student‟s writing skillin  

No Score  Frequency Percentage Category 

1 75-100 7 23.33% Good  

2 61-74 13 43.33% Fair  

3 ≤60 10 33.34% Poor 

  30 100% - 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is an instrument of communication. There is a big 

diversity of language according ethnical tribes in the world. To produce 

best communication between speakers and listeners, people should 

understand the meaning of sentence when they are making conversation. 

In other word, language is essential for human life intern of every day 

interaction. Language is also a system of communication in writing or 

speech that is used by people in particular country or areas. Meanwhile we 

use language to express inner thoughts and emotions, make sense of 

complex and abstract thought, to learn to communicate with others, to 

fulfill our wants and needs, as well as to establish rules and maintain our 

culture. English is known as an international language, which is used and 

learned by all people in the world. English has an important part in 

education to the target of curriculum used now to support quality 

education in this country, although important but average many 

studentsstill find it difficult to learn English material they are consider 

English as the style language. In Indonesia, English is a foreign language 

that is taught in the school. English is also one of obligatory subjects that 

must be followed by students in the school. English as a foreign language 

in teaching process is not easy for the student in Indonesia. It is very 

different when they learn Indonesia language, because in English language 



 

 

structure, pronunciations, and vocabulary different from Indonesia 

language. 

In English learning process writing is one important skill besides 

speaking, reading and listening skill. However, in the reality, when asked 

to write a text the students often face many difficulties. In writing, 

vocabulary and grammar become an important basic in learning foreign 

language one of component in English learning. Vocabulary and grammar 

are one of needed elements to make good structure in writing. Writing 

becomes interesting activity when the teacher knows how to teach it. One 

of important point is that the teacher can be an inspiration about their 

writing and becomes good supporter in writing learning process. Actually 

writing is a tool for students to express their ideas through the paper, book, 

and file until blog that is provided in internet facility. Sanggam Siahaan 

said that writing is the written productive language skill.1 It is an skill to 

convey information to a reader or a group of readers. It is realized by 

writer‟s ability to apply the rules of the language she or he is writing to 

transfer the information she or he has in her or his mind to her or his 

readers. It means that writing is someone who write information or giving 

inforamation to the other people or readers. 

On the other hand, thereare many kind of writing that sould be 

masterd especially in descriptive text. Descriptive tex is a text that 

describe particular place, thing or person. The use of present tense and 

adjective clause in writing descriptive text is needed when the students 



 

 

strat to write the text. Because present tense and adjective clause are one 

of the genereric structure that should be understant by the students. 

The usefull of technologies which can be an interactive media in 

teaching and learning process is internet. The use of internet for reseaching 

and gathering information is enriching in many language taeching and 

learning situations, and most of the sites in English are more accessible 

that ever before. These kinds of resources are intended to help lannguage 

teachers to be able to use themas various kinds of media in farious 

language teaching contexts. Futhermore internet is no longer only a place 

to look for information, it is rapidly a place to expand, communicate, build 

network, publish, play and collaborate. Clearly, the influence of 

technology in education manifested in the shift toward adopting the forms 

of course delivery which conceptualizes learners as knowledge creators, 

rather than as passive recipient. One of the kinds of web that always 

students opened is blog Moreover, Blog is basically a journal that is 

available on the web. The activity of updating a blog is “blogging” and 

someone who keeps a blog is “blogger”. According to the Zhang, state that 

a weblogs or blog is a web-based space for writing where all the writing 

and editing of information is managed through a web browser and is 

immediately and publicly available on the internet.2blogs can add value to 

a lesson, it is also can be effectively integrated into the “broader 

profesional context” which includes an understanding of learner needs, the 

educational setting, available resources, syllabus, and teching learning 



 

 

goal. It means that blog is one of the technology that can be used for every 

people, they can write and also publish in the internet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Instrument Blueprint 

Observation Sheet 

The most dominant types of stance markers found in students  

undergraduate thesis of English department  

of IAIN Metro  

 

No Data 

 

Stance Markers Remarks 

 

Sentence 

Examples 

Sources 

Types Stance 

Markers 

1. OH (2017) a.Epistemi

c stance  

markers 

According 

to 

 According to 

Sylvan Barnet, 

writing is a way 

of getting and 

developing ideas. 

 

 

 

Zhang 

(2015) 

Biber 

(1999) 

 

2. VO (2017) Actually   Actually, there 

are four skills in 

English that must 

be mastered by 

students namely 

listening, 

speaking, reading 

and writing. 

Actually, the 

teacher uses the 

different 

technique for the 

different subject. 



 

 

In fact   In fact, there are 

several kinds of 

technique in 

teaching writing. 

 

3.  HU(2017)  

 

Actually  Actually writing 

is a tool for 

students to 

express their 

ideas through the 

paper, book, and 

file until blog that 

is provided in 

internet facility. 

 

According 

to 

 According to the 

Zhang, state that a 

weblogs or blog is 

a web-based 

space for writing 

where all the 

writing and 

editing of 

information is 

managed through 

a web browser 

and is 

immediately and 

publicly available 

on the internet 

4. AW(2017) In Fact   

 

 In fact, there are 

some kinds of 

reading strategy 

In fact, some 

students with 



 

 

reading 

comprehension 

interpret word by 

word which 

inefficient in 

reading 

comprehension. 

Actually   Actually, there 

are many 

approach and 

strategies that 

used in reading to 

get more what 

they have read 

because 

sometimes the 

student‟s can read 

the text but they 

do not know what 

they have read 

5. JS(2010) According 

to  

 According to 

Donn Byrne, 

there are some 

materials which 

can be use in 

classroom 

listening. 

 

In fact   In fact, there are 

some students of 

SMAN 1 seputih 

surabaya values 

that their 

motivation still 

low, so listening 

ability include 

low too. 



 

 

 

 

6. NED(2010)  Actually   Actually, we can 

see that english 

still one of the 

difficult subjects 

at junior high 

school up to 

university. 

 

7. SM(2010) In fact   In fact, the 

students boredom 

is very dangerous 

since it will cause 

the students 

motivation 

become lower and 

the students will 

get difficulty to 

receive the 

material. 

8. UK(2010) According 

to 

 According to 

diane larsen, 

method in 

language teaching 

divided many 

methods. 

 

 

9. AQS(2017) b.attitude 

stance 

markers 

Hopefully   Hopefully, this 

media is expected 

can help the 

students more 

understand and 

interest in writing 



 

 

a descriptive text. 

 

10. RA(2010) Unfortunat

ely 

 Unfortunately, 

vocabulary is 

neglected in some 

English language 

courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Instrument Blueprint 

Observation Sheet 

 

the Common Errors in the  Use of Stance Markers Found in Students 

Undergraduate Thesis of  English Department  

of IAIN Metro  

No Data Stance 

markers 

Sentences 

Example 

Appropriate/ 

Inappropriate 

Appropriate 

Sentences 

Sources  

1.  

 

 

OH 

(2017) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

 

 

 

 

According to 

Sylvan 

Barnet, 

writing is a 

way of 

getting and 

developing 

ideas. 

Apprropriate   

 

Zhang 

(2015) 

 

 Biber 

(1999) 

 

2.  VO 

(2017) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

Actually, 

there are four 

skills in 

English that 

must be 

mastered by 

students 

namely 

listening, 

speaking, 

reading and 

writing. 

Inapprropriate There are 

actually four 

skills in 

English that 

must be 

mastered by 

students 

namely 

listening, 

speaking, 

reading and 

writing. 

Actually, the 

teacher uses 

the different 

technique for 

Inapprropriate The teacher 

actually uses 

the different 

technique for 



 

 

the different 

subject. 

the different 

subject. 

In fact, there 

are several 

kinds of 

technique in 

teaching 

writing. 

 

Apprropriate   

    

3.  

  

AQS(20

17)  

Attitude stance 

marker 

 

Hopefully, 

this media is 

expected can 

help the 

students more 

understand 

and interest 

in writing a 

descriptive 

text. 

 

 

Appropriate    

4.  HU(20

17) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

Actually 

writing is a 

tool for 

students to 

express their 

ideas 

through the 

paper, book, 

and file until 

blog that is 

provided in 

internet 

Inappropriate  Writing is 

actually a 

tool for 

students to 

express their 

ideas through 

the paper, 

book, and file 

until blog 

that is 

provided in 

internet 

facility. 



 

 

facility. 

According to 

the Zhang, 

state that a 

weblogs or 

blog is a 

web-based 

space for 

writing where 

all the 

writing and 

editing of 

information 

is managed 

through a 

web browser 

and is 

immediately 

and publicly 

available on 

the internet 

Appropriate   

5.  AW(20

17) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

In fact, there 

are some 

kinds of 

reading 

strategy 

Appropriate 

 

 

 

 

In fact, some 

students with 

reading 

comprehensi

on interpret 

word by 

Appropriate   



 

 

word which 

inefficient in 

reading 

comprehensi

on. 

Actually, 

there are 

many 

approach and 

strategies that 

used in 

reading to get 

more what 

they have 

read because 

sometimes 

the student‟s 

can read the 

text but they 

do not know 

what they 

have read 

Inappropriate  There are 

actually 

many 

approach and 

strategies that 

used in 

reading to get 

more what 

they have 

read because 

sometimes 

the student‟s 

can read the 

text but they 

do not know 

what they 

have read. 

 

6. JS(201

0) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

According to 

Donn Byrne, 

there are 

some 

materials 

which can be 

use in 

classroom 

listening. 

Appropriate   



 

 

 In fact, there 

are some 

students of 

SMAN 1 

seputih 

surabaya 

values that 

their 

motivation 

still low, so 

listening 

ability 

include low 

too. 

Appropriate   

7. NED(20

10) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

Actually, we 

can see that 

english still 

one of the 

difficult 

subjects at 

junior high 

school up to 

university. 

 

Inappropriate We actually 

can see that 

English still 

one of the 

difficult 

subjects at 

junior high 

school up to 

university. 

 

8. SM(20

10) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

In fact, the 

students 

boredom is 

very 

dangerous 

since it will 

cause the 

students 

motivation 

become 

lower and the 

students will 

get difficulty 

to receive the 

Appropriate   

 



 

 

material. 

9. RA(201

0) 

Attitude stance 

marker 

Unfortunatel

y, vocabulary 

is neglected 

in some 

English 

language 

courses. 

Appropriate  

10. UK(20

10) 

Epistemic 

stance marker 

 

According to 

diane larsen, 

method in 

language 

teaching 

divided many 

methods. 

Appropriate   
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