
i 
 

AN UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

AN ANALYSIS  

ON MECHANICAL ASPECTS OF WRITING SKILL OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADERS OF THE SMA NEGERI 1 SEKAMPUNG 

IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2020/2021 

 

 

By: 

KHAULA ANNISA 

Student ID: 1601070022 

 

 

 

 

 

TARBIYAH AND TEACHERS TRAINING FACULTY 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

 

 

STATE INSTITUTE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES OF METRO 

1442 H / 2021 M 

 



ii 
 

AN ANALYSIS  

ON MECHANICAL ASPECTS OF WRITING SKILL OF THE ELEVENTH 

GRADERS OF THE SMA NEGERI 1 SEKAMPUNG 

IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2020/2021 

 

 

Presented as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

For the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd) 

In English Education Department 

 

 

BY: 

KHAULA ANNISA 

Students Number: 1601070022 

 

 

Tarbiyah and Teachers Training faculty 

English Education Department 

 

 

Sponsor  : Dr. Umi Yawisah, M.Hum 

Co-Sponsor  : Ning Setio Wati, M.Pd 

 

 

STATE INSTITUTE FOR ISLAMIC STUDIES OF METRO 

1442 H / 2021 M 



iii 
 

 

 

 

  



iv 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 
 

  



vi 
 

 

  



vii 
 

AN ANALYSIS  

ON MECHANICAL ASPECTS OF WRITING SKILL OF THE 

ELEVENTH GRADERS OF THE SMA NEGERI 1 SEKAMPUNG 

IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR OF 2020/2021 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

By: KhaulaAnnisa 

 

The objectives of this research are to find out the most difficult type of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill and to analyze the students‘ writing 

problem in using mechanical aspects in their writing skill. The researcher 

analyzed those phenomenon based on the consideration of mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill at the eleventh grader at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

investigated in the process of pre-survey. Therefore, it is hoped that this research 

is beneficial to in illustrate the phenomenon of mechanical aspects in students‘ 

writing skill.  

The research method was qualitative research in the form of case study 

carried out through students‘ writing document. The primary sources are the 

students‘ writing document written by 20 students of the eleventh graders at SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung, particularly the students in class of science one. Techniques 

of collecting data that the researcher used were observation, documentation, and 

interview. Observation was conducted to know the most difficult type of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill. The interview was conducted to 

investigate the causes of students‘ problems in using mechanical aspects in their 

writing skill. 

Based on the first research question is about the students‘ problems in 

using mechanical aspects in their writing skill, the researcher concluded that the 

causes of the students‘ writing problems in using mechanical aspects in their 

writing skill were caused by spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. In the 

spelling, the students‘ problem caused lack of English vocabulary mastery. 

Students also confused because the pronunciation and written of words is 

different, so it makes the students confuse and wrong in spelling of the words. 

Moreover, in punctuation, the students‘ problems caused because students still 

confused to make a sentence with the punctuation well, like using a comma and 

forget to use full stop in the end of the sentence. Besides, in the capitalization, the 

students‘ problem are frequently students still confused to used capitalize in a 

specific word, such as for the name of people, place, brand, and others. Hence, the 

researcher concludes that the students have the problems in using mechanical 

aspects in writing skill, particularly in spelling. Furthermore, the second research 

question is about the most difficult types of mechanical aspects that is used the 

students in writing skill, the researcher concluded that the most difficult type of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill is spelling. It was because the 

researcher was found that there were 93 items (42%) total spelling errors that 

conducted the students in writing and it was the highest percentage than 
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punctuation and capitalization. It was followed by capitalization error which had 

percentage 30%. Then, the lowest one was punctuation with the percentage 28%. 

  

 

Keyword: mechanical aspects, spelling, writing skill 
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ANALISIS ASPEK MEKANIK 

KETERAMPILAN MENULIS KELAS SEBELAS 

 SMA NEGERI 1 SEKAMPUNG 

TAHUN PELAJARAN 2020/2021 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Oleh: KhaulaAnnisa 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui jenis aspek mekanik 

yang paling sulit dalam keterampilan menulis siswa dan menganalisis masalah 

menulis siswa dalam penggunaan aspek mekanis dalam keterampilan menulisnya. 

Peneliti menganalisis fenomena tersebut berdasarkan pertimbangan aspek mekanis 

dalam keterampilan menulis siswa kelas XI di SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung yang 

diselidiki dalam proses pra-survei. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini diharapkan 

bermanfaat untuk menggambarkan fenomena aspek mekanik dalam keterampilan 

menulis siswa. 

Metode penelitian yang digunakan adalah penelitian kualitatif dalam 

bentuk studi kasus yang dilaksanakan melalui dokumen tulisan siswa. Sumber 

utama adalah dokumen tulisan siswa yang ditulis oleh 20 siswa kelas XI SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung, khususnya siswa kelas IPA satu. Teknik pengumpulan data 

yang digunakan adalah observasi, dokumentasi, dan wawancara. Observasi 

dilakukan untuk mengetahui jenis aspek mekanis yang paling sulit dalam 

keterampilan menulis siswa. Wawancara dilakukan untuk mengetahui penyebab 

masalah siswa dalam menggunakan aspek mekanik dalam keterampilan menulis 

mereka. 

Berdasarkan pertanyaan penelitian pertama yaitu tentang masalah siswa 

dalam menggunakan aspek mekanik dalam keterampilan menulisnya, peneliti 

menyimpulkan bahwa penyebab masalah menulis siswa dalam menggunakan 

aspek mekanik dalam keterampilan menulisnya disebabkan oleh ejaan, tanda baca, 

dan penggunaan huruf besar. . Dalam hal ejaan, masalah siswa disebabkan 

kurangnya penguasaan kosakata bahasa Inggris. Siswa juga bingung karena 

pengucapan dan penulisan kata yang berbeda, sehingga membuat siswa bingung 

dan salah dalam mengeja kata. Selain itu, pada tanda baca, permasalahan siswa 

disebabkan karena siswa masih bingung membuat kalimat dengan tanda baca 

yang baik, seperti menggunakan koma dan lupa menggunakan tanda titik di akhir 

kalimat. Selain itu, dalam penggunaan huruf kapital, permasalahan siswa 

seringkali siswa masih bingung untuk menggunakan huruf besar pada kata 

tertentu, seperti untuk nama orang, tempat, merek, dan lain-lain. Oleh karena itu, 

peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa siswa memiliki kendala dalam menggunakan aspek 
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mekanik dalam keterampilan menulis, khususnya dalam mengeja. Selanjutnya 

pertanyaan penelitian kedua adalah tentang jenis aspek mekanik yang paling sulit 

digunakan siswa dalam keterampilan menulis, peneliti menyimpulkan bahwa jenis 

aspek mekanik yang paling sulit dalam keterampilan menulis siswa adalah aspek 

mengeja. Hal ini dikarenakan peneliti menemukan ada 93 item (42%) total 

kesalahan ejaan yang dilakukan siswa dalam menulis, dan itu merupakan 

persentase tertinggi dibandingkan tanda baca dan kapitalisasi. Diikuti oleh 

kesalahan kapitalisasi yang memiliki persentase 30%. Kemudian yang paling 

rendah adalah tanda baca dengan persentase 28%. 

 

 

Kata kunci: aspek mekanik, mengeja, keterampilan menulis 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of Study 

English is a foreign language that used by almost all people to 

communicate in every aspect of life. English is a language that used as a 

media of communication and as the first foreign language used to 

communicate with other people around the world. English mastery has 

advantages that significantly help people to fulfill their needs in 

communication through spoken and written. English is also widely used in 

technology, such as smartphones, computers, the internet, until the 

software. English can help someone to find out work because almost the 

job requirement must have good English skills. 

English has four skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing. Writing is very complicated, so it is important to learn. Writing is 

a social activity that can support each other and involves writers and 

readers coming together to exchange and sharing about information, ideas, 

opinions, and experiences.
1
 Writing is an activity that expresses ideas, and 

someone's feelings are expressed in written form. It is intended that the 

activity to be understood by the reader. Therefore, writing is a pouring 

idea to know the author's opinion to produce an article in the form of 

letters or numbers so that the readers easier understand it. 

                                                           
1
Luis A. Nazario, Deborah D. Borchers, and William F. Lewis, Bridges to Better Writing, 

1st ed (Boston, MA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2010), p. 7. 
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Writing skill contain many incredible benefits in the communication 

process. Writing can be a media of creativity because through writing, 

people can express and communicate the ideas. It can also expand 

knowledge because whenpeople want to write, they will look for as many 

sources of information. Therefore, by writing, people can get a lot of 

information and even unknown information. 

However, writing is not a natural language skill. There are many  

problems of the students that found in the process of writing an English 

text. The contribution of linguistics aspects causes these problems. 

Generally, problems in linguistics may include syntax, grammar, 

vocabulary, and mechanics.
2
Mechanics in writing refer to ways the writer 

handles basic writing principles, such as punctuation, spelling, and 

capitalization.
3
In terms of mechanics, the problems indicate that most 

students apply imperfect basic rules of convention. Mostly, mechanical 

problems appear in term of the wrong use of punctuation such as period, 

comma, question mark, colons. Spelling errors and capitalization are 

frequently indicated that knowledge of English rules is low.
4
 

In connection with the problems above, the researcher had conducted 

a pre-survey to find out the writing problems got by the eleventh graders at 

SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung. The pre-survey done on Thursday, March 19, 

2020, based on the students‘ grade result data of writing document and 

                                                           
2
Imroatus Solikhah, ―Linguistic Problems in English Essay By EFL Students,‖ IJOLTL: 

Indonesian  Journal of Language Teaching and Linguistics 2, no. 1 (January 3, 2017): p. 39. 
3
Ibid., p. 36. 

4
Ibid., p. 40.  
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interview of the teacher. Data on students‘ writing problems obtained from 

the pre-survey evaluated based on the writing rubrics that include content, 

organization, vocabulary, language use, and mechanical skill. The students 

should achieve grade 72 to be categorized in complete criteria. The 

categorization of writing skill of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 

Sekampung shown in the following table: 

 

Table 1 

The Result of Pre-Survey 

 

No. Grade Frequency Percentage Criteria 

1 ≥ 72 10students 33.33 % Complete 

2 ˂ 72 20 students 66.67 % Incomplete 

Total  30 students 100 % 

 

The pre-survey data shows that the students who get complete criteria 

are smaller than incomplete criteria. Therefore, it can be concluded that the 

eleventh graders of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung have limited writing skill. 

Based on the interview of the teacher, the main students‘ writing problems 

are limitations of the students' English vocabulary mastery. Besides, 

students' writing problems also caused by limit grammar mastery, structure 

of the sentences, and using verb. Students are also unable to develop 

writing ideas into coherent and cohesive paragraphs. Students' writing 

problems also caused by their inability to apply the concept of mechanical 

aspects in students' writing skill. The students are difficult in 
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understanding and implementing the concept of mechanical aspects in 

writing.
5
 

In this part, the researcher highlights some previous research that are 

relevant to this research to support the theories used in this research. The 

first previous research conducted by Abbas and Asy‘ari, about Mixed 

Method: Students Ability in Applying Writing Mechanics in Analytical 

Exposition. The purpose of this study was to investigate the ability of 

students to apply writing mechanics in Analytical Exposition texts and 

clarify the factors that influence the ability of students to apply writing 

mechanics of the eleventh grade at SMA Serirama YLPI Pekanbaru.
6
 

Moreover, the previous research conducted by Ibrahim Mohamed Alfaki, 

about University Students‘ English Writing Problems: Diagnosis and 

Remedy. The purpose of the study is to recognize the problems of 

university students‘ writing in English and to suggest ways to solve these 

problems.
7
 Therefore, based on all of the main points of prior researches 

above, the researcher conducted the qualitative research had been 

conducted by the first previous research above. It is because the researcher 

would like to explore the phenomenon of mechanical aspects in students‘ 

writing skill. 

                                                           
5
Ikhwanudin, Interview an English Teacher. SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung, Lampung 

Timur, March 19, 2020. 
6
M. Fadhly Abbas and Nabila Asy‘ari, ―Mixed Method: Students‘ Ability in Applying 

Writing Mechanics in Analytical Exposition Text‖ 6 (August 2, 2019): 8. 
7
Ibrahim Alfaki, ―University Students‘ English Writing Problems: Diagnosis and 

Remedy,‖ Nile Valley University 3 (May 2015): 40. 
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The writing problems needs to be studied by revealing the phenomena 

related to the writing problem. One of these phenomena is mechanical 

aspects of students‘ writing. Mechanical aspects refer to the rules of the 

written language consist of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. 

Mechanical aspects are the part of writing used in their essay writing who 

can help to deliver clearer intended messages.
8
  The use of good 

mechanics is one aspect that makes a text can be said as a perfect text. By 

having good mechanics in writing, it can help the readers is easier to read, 

and it will attract more readers. 

Sometimes, newbie writer ignores to give their attention to the writing 

mechanics in their writings. Whereas, writing without appropriate spelling, 

appropriate capital letters, and appropriate punctuation marks can make the 

readers misunderstand the actual point that the writer wants to deliver.
9
 In 

addition, it will make the readers think the story made by the writer is not 

good enough to read because the writing is not written well. Therefore, 

writing mechanics are important and should not be ignored by the writer. 

Furthermore, the researcher intends to reveal the phenomenon of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

to achieve it. The researcher conducted qualitative research method in the 

form of case study. Therefore, the researcher composed an undergraduate 

thesis entitled ―An Analysis on Mechanical Aspects Writing Skill of the 

                                                           
8
Siti Yuliah, Agustia Widiastuti, and Ghea Meida, ―The Grammatical and Mechanical 

Errors of Students in Essay Writing,‖ Department of English, Politeknik Negeri Bandung 

Bandung, Indonesia 5 (Oktober 2019): 5. 
9
Abbas and Asy‘ari, ―Mixed Method: Students‘ Ability in Applying Writing Mechanics 

in Analytical Exposition Text,‖ 150. 
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Eleventh Graders of the SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung in the Academic Year 

of 2020/2021.‖ 

B. Research Questions 

1. What are the students‘ problems in using mechanical aspects in their 

writing skill of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung? 

2. What is the most difficult type of mechanical aspects in students‘ 

writing skill of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung? 

C. Objective and Benefits of the Study 

1. Based on research questions that have been formulated, the writer 

construct the research objectives, as follows: 

a. To analyze the students' problems in using mechanical aspects in 

their writing skill. 

b. To find out the most difficult type of mechanical aspects that is 

used by the students. 

2. Benefits of the Study 

a. For the Students 

This research is intended to provide benefits for the students 

by uncovering the phenomenon of using mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill. This phenomenon is the most difficult type 

of mechanical aspects that is used by the graders. After knowing 

the mechanical aspects of students‘ writing skill, this research will 

be the basis for finding alternative solutions to solve problems. 
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b. For the Teacher 

The benefits of this study are also intended for English 

teachers, especially at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung. It is because 

this study can help to give the information that is useful for the 

teacher about the most difficult type of mechanical aspects that 

are used by the graders and the students‘ writing problems in 

using mechanical aspects in their writing skill. This study will 

also direct the teacher to prepare an alternative effort to update the 

quality of student writing. 

c. For the Next Researchers 

This research is supposed to provide a valuable contribution 

for the next researchers who will conduct research with the same 

research topic, which is related to mastery of mechanical aspects 

in students‘ writing skill. The results of this study will later 

become one of the references for the next researcher who will 

solve the problem of the low quality of student writing. This is 

because this study will provide a summary of the procedure for 

retrieving and processing data related to the use of mechanical 

aspects in writing skill of the students. 

D. Prior Research 

This research was done based on the consideration some prior 

researchers in the same topic. The previous research conducted by Abdel 

Rahman and Majed Al-Jallad about the use of Twitter and Facebook in 
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teaching mechanics of writing to Arabic-Speaking EFL learners.
10

 The aim 

of this study is to compare the influence Twitter and Facebook's effect on 

teaching 20 Arabic-speaking EFL learners L2 mechanics of writing in an 

attempt to determine which tool is more successful. These previous 

research use the experimental design of pre- and post-test. The researcher 

involves the EFL learners and the result revealed that the differences 

between the numbers of errors produced by both groups were not 

statistically significant even though the group that used Facebook 

produced a lower number of errors on the post-test. The subsequent semi-

structured focus group discussion provided more insight into the answers 

of both groups on the post-test. 

In addition, the previous research had been conducted by Abbas 

and Herdi about Investigating EFL Learners‘ Ability in Applying Writing 

Mechanics in an Argumentative Essay.
11

The purpose of this research is to 

investigate EFL learners‘ ability in applying writing mechanics in writing 

an argumentative essay. This research used quantitative method with 

descriptive quantitative design. The result of the writing test showed that 

the learners‘ mean score was 64.6 and it was categorized into fair level of 

ability. Moreover, based on result of the interview the learners said that 

they get the problems in applying good mechanics in their writing. 

                                                           
10

Abdel Rahman Mitib Altakhaineh and Majed Z Al-Jallad, ―The Use of Twitter and 

Facebook in Teaching Mechanics of Writing to Arabic-Speaking EFL Learners,‖ International 

Journal of Emerging Technologies in Learning (IJET) 13, no. 09 (September 29, 2018): p. 4. 
11

M. Fadhly Abbas and Herdi, ―Investigating EFL Learners‘ Ability in Applying Writing 

Mechanics in an Argumentative Essay,‖ University of Lancang Kuning 6 (2018): 45. 
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The last previous research conducted by Ika Sari, Jamiluddin and 

Hastini about Mechanics Problem in Writing Faced by The Fourth 

Semester Students of The English Study Program.
12

 The objective of this 

research is to know the number of mechanics problem in writing short 

paragraph faced by the fourth semester students of English Education 

Study Program, Tadulako University. Moreover, the researcher used 

descriptive qualitative to collect the data. The researcher involves the 

University students and found the problems in mechanics, particularly in 

capitalization. 

Based on all of main points of prior researchers above, the 

researcher concluded the students get the problems in mechanical aspects 

of writing so that the researcher conducted the qualitative research had 

been conducted by the last previous research above. It is because the 

researcher would like to explore the phenomenon of mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill. The researcher wants to analyze the students‘ 

problems in using mechanical aspects in their writing and to know the 

most difficult type of mechanical aspects that is used by the students in 

writing. 

                                                           
12

Ika Sari, Jamiluddin, and Hastini, ―Mechanics Problem in Writing Faced by The Fourth 

Semester Students of The English Study Program,‖ E-Journal of English Language Teaching 

Society (ELTS) 2 (2014): 1. 



 
 

 
 

CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. Concept of Writing 

1. Definition of Writing Skill 

There are four skills in English, include speaking, listening, 

reading, and writing. Writing as one of skills in English is an activity 

that used by someone to express ideas that cannot deliver through 

direct communication. Writing is a social activity that can support 

each other that involves writers and readers coming together to 

exchange and sharing about information, ideas, opinions, and 

experiences.
13

 Writing is a pouring idea to know the writer‘s idea to 

produce an article in the form of letters or numbers so that the readers 

easier understand it. 

According to Hyland, writing is an interactive, as well as 

cognitive, activity that uses resources received to share meanings in 

context.
14

 Cognitive means the person is thinking process, while 

interactive means a communication that has reciprocal relationship 

between one another. It means that writing is the process or activity 

that used the writer and the reader to express their ideas. It can be 

concluded that writing can be the best place to express your idea and 

your feelings. 

                                                           
13

Nazario, Borchers, and Lewis, Bridges to Better Writing, p. 7. 
14

Ken Hyland, Teaching and Researching Writing, 2nd ed. (United Kingdom: Pearson 

Education Limited, 2009), p. 30. 
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In some ways, it is assumed that each one writing as being an 

equivalent. Writing may be a group of words, and these words are put 

together in order that establishes sentences. Then, sentences are 

grouped together to become a paragraph.
15

 However, even now, things 

begin to urge tricky if we expect all writing to be equivalent. It is quite 

possible to speak what we would like to mention in writing with an 

incomplete sentence. 

According to Kaptan in Davut Hotaman, skill is defined as 

‗proficiency, ability, and the proficiency of doing something‘ or ‗the 

functionality of doing a work or activity appropriately‘. Development 

of the skill is more related to learning in the level of knowledge. Skill 

is a new structure that combines of much information and incorporates 

the use of this information.
16

 The skill would possibly also be an 

obtained achievable to feature an exercise well, typically one that is 

made up of several coordinated approaches and actions. 

Regarding to the explanations above, it can be concluded that 

writing skill is more complicated than those of other language skill. 

The writing skill needs a well-structured way of presenting ideas in a 

prepared and planned way.
17

 Writing skill is complex and occasionally 

difficult to learned, requiring not only mastery of grammatical and 

                                                           
15

Phyllis Creme and Mary Lea, Writing at University (A Guide for Students), 3rd ed. 

(USA: McGraw-Hill, 2008), p. 5. 
16
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Writing Skill of the English Language,‖ International Journal of Instruction 6 (July 2013): p. 130. 
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rhetorical devices, but also of conceptual and judge mental elements.
18

 

Writing skill is complex in the production of a qualified writing 

activity. The complex activity consists of written phases as the steps. 

Writing as productive skill is viewed as a cognitive challenge because 

it can helps to verify language competence, skill to remember, and 

ability to think.
19

  As a result, the teachings of writing skill are well 

taught based on their students‘ requirement, capability, and capacity. 

2. Process of Writing 

Process of writing is a rich mix of elements that are shared with 

cognition, including the experiences and background of the writer, as 

well as a sense of self, others, situation, and goals.
20

  Essentially, the 

process of writing involves making a text that we think the reader will 

recognize and expect.
21

 The process of writing is rules to deliver the 

steps that are appropriate for writers to obey, from the initial point of 

coming up with an idea for writing to the final point of reading the 

paper by the intended audience. 
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J.B. Heaton, Writing English Language Tests (New York: Longman Group UK Limited, 

1988), p. 135. 
19

Javed, Juan, and Nazli, ―A Study of Students‘ Assessment in Writing Skill of the 

English Language,‖ p. 131. 
20
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According to Harmer, process of writing consists of four steps.
22

 

a. Planning 

Writer need to think about three key issues when 

preparing. First, the writer must examine the intent of writing, as 

this will influence (among other things) not only the type of text 

that produced, but also the using of language, and the information 

that want to include. Second, experienced writer suppose of the 

audiences they are writing for influences not only the form of 

writing, but also the choice of language. Third, writer needs to 

think about the article‘s content material structure – that is, how 

to order the fact, idea, or argument they have determined to 

include. 

b. Drafting  

Drafting is first stage in writings, which the writer begins 

to develop writing that is more cohesive. People may refer to the 

first version of a piece of writing as a draft so that it is commonly 

referred to as a writing framework. In addition, as the writing 

process continues with the editing, several drafts may additionally 

be created on the ways to the final version. 

c. Editing (Reflecting and Revising) 

After the writer have created a drafts, commonly the writer 

examined through what they have written to see where it works 
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Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing (England: Pearson Education Limited, 2004), p. 
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and where it does not. Perhaps the sequence of information 

sequence is not precise, and the ways is written being ambiguous 

and confusing. They can also then move paragraphs to other 

paragraphs or arrange a new introduction. In addition, various 

types of words may be used for a specific sentence. 

More skillful writer seems to be organized in general and 

overall terms of context before focusing on detailed features such 

as individual words and grammatical precision. Of course, those 

two things are essential and are frequently dealt with later in the 

writing process. Reflection and revision are frequently assisted 

other readers (or editors) who can give comments and 

suggestions. The reaction of another reader to a piece of writing 

would enable the writer to make required revisions.  

d. Final Version 

After the writer has revised the draft, the writer makes the 

changes they deem required, and then created the final version. 

This can also seem different from both the initial design and the 

first draft, since many things have changed in the editing process. 

However, the writer is now able to send the written text to his 

planned messages. 

3. Assessment of Writing 

The writing skill is complicated and sometimes difficult to 

learned, involve not only mastery of grammatical and rhetorical 
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devices, but also of logical and judge mental elements. The aim of this 

following study is to categorize many various skills required to write a 

successful prose into five general components or indicators. 

a. Language use: the capability to write correctly and suitable 

sentences; 

b. Mechanical skill: the capability of the particular conventions for 

the written language correctly, such as punctuation, spelling; 

c. Treatment of content: the ability to suppose creatively and 

construct ideas, except all knowledge that is irrelevant; 

d. Stylistic skill: the capability to manipulates sentences and 

paragraphs, and the use of language effectively; 

e. Judgment skill: the capability to write appropriately for a specific 

objective with a specific audience in mind, along with an ability 

to choose, arrange and order relevant information.
23

 

The following rating scale is the product of thorough establish in 

the scoring of compositions.
24

 

 

Table 2 

Scoring Rubric of Writing 

Component Grade Indicator Qualification 

Content 

30-27 Knowledgeable – substantives – etc. Excellent to Very 

Good 

26-22 Several knowledge of subjects – Good to Average 
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sufficient range – etc. 

21-17 Restricted knowledge of the subject –  

little substance – etc.  

Fair to Poor 

16-13 Does not represent knowledge of the 

subject – non substantives – etc.  

Very Poor 

Organization 

 

 

20-18 Fluent expression – idea – clearly 

presented – etc.  

Excellent toVery 

Good 

17-14 Something that is choppy – loosely 

organized but the main idea is to stand 

out – etc. 

Good to Average 

13-10 Non-fluent – ideas is ambiguous or 

disconnected - and so on. 

Fair to Poor 

 

9-7 Does not interact – no organizations – 

etc. 

Very Poor 

 

 

Vocabulary 

20-18 Effective complex construction – etc. Excellent to very 

Good 

17-14 Sufficient range – occasionally 

word/idiom form is errors, choice, but 

the meaning is not obscured. 

Good to Average 

13-10 Restricted range – often word/idiom 

form, word choice, are errors  – etc. 

Fair to Poor 

9-7 Fundamentally translation – limit 

mastery of vocabulary in English. 

Very Poor 

Language Use 

25-22 Effective complex sonstructions – etc. Excellent to Very 

Good 

21-19 Effective but simple constructions – Good to Average 
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etc. 

17-11 Main problems in simple/complex 

structure – etc. 

Fair to Poor 

10-5 Virtually no mastery the rules of 

sentences structure – etc. 

Very Poor 

Mechanics 

5 demonstrates mastery of conventions 

– etc. 

Excellent to Very 

Good 

4 Occasionally problems of spelling, 

punctuation error – etc. 

Good to Average 

3 Frequently errors of spelling, 

punctuation – etc. 

Fair to Poor 

2 No mastery of conventions – 

dominated by errors of using spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization, etc. 

Very Poor 

   

4.  Analytical Exposition Text 

There are many types of text according to the purpose in English 

such as descriptive text to describe a thing, narrative text to entertain 

the reader, and exposition text to persuade the reader. According to 

Djuharia in Amilia and Susbiyanto, analytical exposition is 

argumentative text because the writer provides readers or listeners 

with a point of view, ideas, or opinions of topic or problem that 

required to be discussed or explanation without any obvious attempt to 

persuade the readers.
25

 Analytical exposition text is a text which tells 
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about the writers‘ arguments about an issue in social life to persuade 

the readers or the listeners. It is concluded that analytical exposition 

text is a text that develop the idea from the writer about an issue, 

happened in the society. The researcher used this text to analysis the 

data in this research. 

This text purposes to persuade the readers to give attention to 

the issue, in the other words, the writer wants to persuade and tell the 

readers that the issue is an important matter. Even though analytical 

exposition text wants to persuade the readers, this text does not give 

any suggestions to do something to the issue. This text does not give 

solution to prevent a bad effect made by the issue. Usually, analytical 

exposition text tells a phenomenon that currently happening in society 

such as global warming issue, transportation issue, and education 

related issue. Usually, analytical exposition text tells a phenomenon 

that currently happening in society such as global warming issue, 

transportation issue, and education related issue. Writing a text in 

English should be followed by the appropriate generic structures and 

language features. Every text uses different generic structure and 

language features.  

a. The Generic Structure of Analytical Exposition Text 

According to Mulya in Elita the generic structure of 

analytical exposition, consist of three components.
26

 

                                                           
26

Ibid. 



19 
 

 
 

1) Thesis statements; introduce the topic and indicate the main 

point of view that the writer wants to share.  

2) Arguments; explain the writer's arguments to support the 

thesis statement. The number of argument paragraph could be 

varied yet the argument should be supported by proof and 

clarification.  

3) Reiteration; restate and conclude the point of view in order to 

reinforce the thesis statement. 

b. Example of Analytical Exposition Text 

The Importance of Education 

Education is most important among all of us. Education plays 

a very important role in your life. For living a luxurious life or for 

living a better life, you should be educated. 

Education is that which transforms a person to live a better 

life and even in a social well-being. Education is the one that 

doing something constructive in our near future. It helps a person 

to show their best by their mind and spirit. It gives you a lot of 

knowledge in whatever aspects. 

Education plays a vital role in your success in the personal 

growth. The more you have knowledge the more you grow. Being 

educated and earning, a professional degree prepares you to be a 

part in reputed organizations, companies or institutions. 
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In today‘s competitive world, education is necessity for man 

after food, clothing, and shelter. Education is the solution of any 

problem; it is the only education which promotes good habits, 

values and awareness towards anything like terrorism, corruption 

and much more. Education is the strength to a person and 

education need to a person.   

B. Concept of Mechanical Aspects 

1. Definition of Mechanical Aspects 

According to Travis Koll, mechanical aspects of writing are 

indeed important. Mechanical aspects are vital steps in writing that 

develop the associated skills to be a good writer.
27

 To construct a good 

text and acceptable to the readers, there are many rules that the writer 

needs to do while writing. Content, organization, grammar, 

vocabulary, and mechanics are five components in writing will be 

evaluated.  

Besides, Kane in Abbas and Asy‘ari mentioned that mechanics 

indicate to the look of words, and how they are spell of word or 

arrange on the paper.
28

 The ability to arrange the word becomes a 

sentence then arrange it to a paragraph is not an easy job. Mechanical 

aspects refer to the rules or way of the written language consisting of 
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capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
29

 Always remember that 

mechanics are reality, a tiny part of the writing process. However, 

there are many other significant aspects upon which to focus. 

2. Function of Mechanical Aspects 

Mechanical aspects are meaningful as the rules of written 

language consisting of spelling, capitalization, punctuation.
30

 

Sometimes, newbie writer ignores to give their attention to the writing 

mechanics in their writings. Whereas, writing without appropriate 

spelling, appropriate capital letters, and appropriate punctuation marks 

can make the readers misunderstand to the actual point that the writer 

wants to deliver. In addition, it will make the readers think the story 

made by the writer is not good enough to be read because the writing 

is not well-written.  

Mechanics are part of writing; it will help the students to deliver 

clearer intended messages in their essay writing.
31

 The use of good 

mechanics is one aspect that makes a text can be said as a complete 

text. Having good mechanics in writing will help the reader be more 

comfortable to read, and it will attract more readers. That is why 

writing mechanics are important and should not be ignored by the 

writer. 
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3. Components of Mechanical Aspects 

There are three components in the mechanical aspects of writing 

that used to evaluate of writing. 

a. Spelling  

According to Mastropieri and Scruggs in Peter Westwood, 

spelling is a more difficult activity than reading because it takes 

the result of an appropriate and correct sequence of letters. They 

are also stated that error analysis in spelling is also required to 

help define the students‘ difficulties.
32

It means that spelling is 

known as the correct ways to write a word, using the correct order 

of letters. Spelling is an essential component of successful 

writing. Having perfect spelling in writing is a plus point in 

writing skills. It is because of the correct spelling uses in writing 

will help the reader not to face the difficulties and 

misunderstandings while reading the text. 

According to Cook, there are four types of spelling errors 

explained as follows:
33

 

1) Substitution error occurs when a letter of a word is submitted 

by another letter, such as <e> in dicided (decided), and <i> in 

devided (divided). 
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2) Omission error occurs when a letter of the target word is 

omitted whether it is vowels or consonants, such as <h> in 

wich (which), and <l>especialy (especially). 

3) Insertion error occurs when a letter is added to the target 

word, such as <a> in tray(try), <c> in reccommend 

(recommend), and <l> in gratefull (grateful). 

4) Transposition error occur when the order of two letters or 

more of the target word is reversed, such as <ie> in freid 

(fried), and sceince (science). 

b. Punctuation 

According to Frederick W. Hamilton, punctuation is specific 

information that explain about punctuation marks and their uses, 

both grammatically and typographically (art of lettering).
34

 The 

punctuation positioned in the text to make the context 

understandable and easier to read. Linton in McCaskill stated that 

the function of punctuation marks is the fundamental for the rules 

regulating its use and should be the fundamental for deciding 

whether or not it is required.
35

 It means giving the right 

punctuation at the right place to indicate the length of the sentence 

and its meaning exactly. Giving proper punctuation in English is 
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important to make it simpler for the readers to apprehend what is 

written. 

There are so many types or kinds of punctuation. Here are the 

types and explanations of it. 

1) Comma (,) 

The comma is positioned between the words which it is 

expected to separate. When used in connection with quotation 

marks, it is constantly positioned inside them.
36

 Commas 

indicate pauses in complex sentences or indicate multiple 

items separated in long sentences.  

Correct usage of commas is very important because it is 

determined by content or meaning in sentences.
37

 The role of 

a particular comma is important: when it separated, it is 

alone, but when it is enclosed, it requires a partner.
38

 Comma 

has the main functions that are useful to separates and to 

enclose component of the sentences. 

For example: Tita went to the Cinema with her best friend, 

Lia, Esti, and Ana to watch the new film last night. 

2) Full Stop (.) 

The full stop is a sign of separation. The main purpose 

of full stop is to separates complete ideas, to mark the end of 
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each declarative and imperative sentence.
39

 The keyword 

here is clear; if the period must be used only after a sentence 

with the subject and the predicate that has been completed.  

The period, or the full stop, marks the end of the 

declarative sentences.
40

 Period is a punctuation used to end a 

sentence in the form of a statement. Moreover, this 

punctuation mark is also used in the abbreviation and indirect 

question.  

For example:  The teams have 15 min. to talk with their 

coach. 

3) Colon (:) 

The colon's function is to separates and introduces lists, 

clauses, quotations, and some conventional make use of.
41

 

Colon is punctuation which is used to separate the general 

statement from the following specifics (details which can be a 

quotation, list or subtitle. Moreover, colon is also used after 

salutation on business letters, writing hours, and ratios. 

For example: to makes a delicious meatball, we need to 

prepare some ingredients as follows: beef, water, flours, salt, 

pepper, and garlic. 
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4) Semicolon (;)  

The semicolon is employed to show a level of 

separation larger than that demonstrated by the comma, but 

still less than that indicated by the colons.
42

The semicolon is 

usually utilized in a long sentence, but it can also be utilized 

appropriately in short sentences. This punctuation used to 

connect two closely related independent clauses into one 

sentence. 

For example: it‘s mine; it‘s not yours.  

5) Question Marks (?) 

The interrogation or question marks is a sign that asks 

the questions. It should be constantly put outside of quotation 

marks, except it is a part of the quotation itself.
43

 The aim of 

question mark is to put an end to a direct question as to 

whether the question is an independent sentence, a sentence 

clause, or a direct quotation.
44

 This punctuation used to end 

the direct questions and question tags.  

For example: he can repair this motorcycle, can‘t he? 

6) Quotation Marks (― ‘‘) 

Quotations marks are often used to enclose words cited 

from other sources, directs discourse, or words that require 
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distinction from the surrounding text.
45

 Quotation marks are a 

sign used to indicate that the researcher is gives the exact 

words of another person. This punctuation used to display 

quotes, both written and spoken by other people. 

For example: ―It wasn‘t me!‖ Ferdi screamed.  

7) Parentheses {()} 

Use parentheses to set off non-essential information. In 

essence, the parentheses' information is a non-essential 

modifier because it gives the reader additional information 

that is not crucial.
46

 The additional information may not 

match the flow of the original text but the author feels the 

need to add it. The goal is emphasize in writing. Besides, 

these punctuation marks can also be used in numbering or 

representing choices. 

For example: this page (like others in the book) had been 

damage. 

8) Apostrophes (‘) 

The apostrophes are usually utilized in three ways: to 

indicate possession, to indicate plural forms, and to indicate 

where a letter or number has been omitted.
47

  The functions 

of the apostrophes are to denote possession; to establish the 

plurals of abbreviations, characters, and signs; and to denote 
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omitted characters in contractions. An apostrophe is unused 

to establish the possessives of personal pronouns.
48

 This 

punctuation used to form a possessive form, contraction, and 

plural. 

For example: Anis‘s shoes, the women‘s house, Rian‘s book. 

9) Hyphen (-) 

The hyphen may be used to connect words or 

components of words: connects broken words syllables at the 

end of lines, connects prefixes and suffixes to words, and 

connects compound words.
49

 This punctuation used to form a 

complete meaning in compound words (for example 

compound nouns). This punctuation also used without space 

between the two ends when enclosed in letters. 

For example: hand-in-hand, self-esteem, and grand-aunt. 

10) Exclamation Marks (!) 

The exclamation mark is the marks of powerful 

emotion.
50

 An exclamation mark used to show when 

something is surprising or forceful. Exclamation mark also 

used to end the exclamatory sentence.  

For example: I cannot believe it! Close your book! 
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c. Capitalization 

Capitalization is important both for particular words and for 

beginning sentences and quotes. However, a lot of writers overuse 

it and thus tend to be too casual.
51

 The capital letter is used at the 

beginning of a word.
52

 It shows the readers the actual meaning 

that the researcher wants to deliver and facilitates the reader to 

indicate changing the meaning in the paragraph. By using the 

capital letter in the first letter of a word meaning, a new sentence 

has begun. 

According to Riyanto, there are some uses of capital letters as 

follows
53

: 

1) Used in the first sentence, for instance: 

Football is a sport that is loved by everyone almost in the 

world. 

2) Used for the first letter in the name of country, nationality, 

language, religion, person's name, place, event, trademark, 

title, for instance: 

a) Indonesia 

b) English 

c) Catholic 

d) Jennifer 
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e) London  

f) Jakarta Trade Expo  

g) Nokia  

h) Mr./Mrs.  

i) M.Ed/ Dr/ Ph.D 

3) Used for the title of a book, film, etcetera, for instance: 

a) The Adventure of Tom Sawyer  

b) Terminator 

4. Factors that Cause Problems of Applying Mechanical Aspects in 

Writing Skill 

The students' difficulty in applying writing mechanics was 

influenced by the alertness and the capability to write carefully in the 

essay.
54

 The students do not understand writing mechanics, so that 

make they are written carefully in their writing. The students get 

problems using writing mechanics were influenced by three factors: 

the students have low motivation to write, the students have low 

confidence when writing, and rarely practice writing at spare time.
55

 

The factors of the problems that make the students difficult to apply 

writing mechanics in their writing.  

Mostly, the students get problems to organize the good 

mechanics of writing, such as; punctuation, spelling, and 
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capitalization.
56

 Because of the difficulty in the organization of 

writing, many students are difficult to write a paragraph, although they 

have learned writing for several years. Sometimes, they are still 

confused about using punctuation in the sentences, writing with proper 

spelling, and using capitalization well. Writing mechanics may be 

simple, but students often do this problem because they do not 

understand it well. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. The Types and Characteristics of the Research 

The researcher considers the phenomena of mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill to be explored.  The researcher decides to use 

qualitative research to know the most difficult type of mechanical aspects 

in students‘ writing skill and to analyze the students‘ writing problems in 

using mechanical aspects in their writing skill at SMA Negeri 1 

Sekampung. 

According to Creswell, qualitative research is an approach to 

investigating and comprehends the importance of individuals or groups 

identified ascribe social or human issues.
57

 Qualitative research is research 

aimed to identifying, understanding, and describing the phenomenon. The 

comprehension of phenomenon can be accomplished by explaining and 

investigating through narration. It can be said that the research procedures 

that results in descriptive oral or written data of the participants and 

actions are observed. It is also part of a descriptive study that recommends 

collecting current information, identifying problems, making comparisons 

or evaluations, and teaching from others people to make to decisions. 

The characteristic of this research focused on the descriptive 

qualitative research. A survey taken by the researcher to describe 
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phenomena and to describe summarizes. The survey is used to get a good 

step of certain thing in the descriptive research. In line with the 

explanation above, the researcher uses descriptive qualitative research to 

do this research entitled ―An Analysis on Mechanical Aspects of writing 

Skill of the Eleventh Graders of the SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung in the 

Academic Year of 2020/2021‖. 

B. Data Resources 

In this research, the researcher splits the sources into two sections. 

They are primary sources and secondary sources.  

1. Primary sources  

Primary sources literature consists of literature who originated 

the ideas or individuals that conducted the research. Primary sources 

provide the original literature and provide the original viewpoint of 

the writer.
58

 However, primary sources are frequently give the 

description of original research is better than do secondary sources. 

The primary sources of this research are students‘ writing documents 

of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung particularly in 

analytical exposition text. The researcher conducted this research of 

the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri Sekampung especially in class of 

science one. The totals of students‘ sample in this research are 20 

students. 
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2. Secondary sources  

Secondary sources are the literature that summarizing primary 

sources. It is not a material written by the original researcher or the 

creator of the concept.
59

 Secondary sources are useful as you begin 

your analysis, to investigate and specify the range of materials on a 

topic. The secondary sources in this research are interview, 

documentation, journals, e-books, and articles related to the research. 

C. Data Collecting Technique 

Data collection normally includes unstructured observation and 

informal interviewing, note-taking, audio recording, and sometimes video 

recording that used to record the data.
60

 It can be said that the data 

collection taken from process of analyzing data becomes theory or 

interpretation. According to Creswell, qualitative research usually required 

more time than quantitative studies because of the long process of data 

collection at the location of the research and the detailed process of 

analyzing sentences and words.
61

 Data collection is accumulations of 

particular data that will enable the writer to appropriate analyze the result 

of all activities through his research designs and procedures. 

In this research, the researcher used three techniques to collect the 

data. There are observation, documentation and interview. 
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1. Observation 

Observation is the activity of collecting optional directly 

information by observing people and location of the research.
62

 The 

researcher observed the students‘ writing document got from the 

English teacher in the context of writing in English about analytical 

exposition text. 

2. Documentation 

Documents consist of public and personal notes obtained in a 

qualitative study about the site or participants. In a qualitative study, 

documents can be a good source for text (word) data.
63

 Documents 

can be a meaningful source of information in qualitative research.  

The documents that collected in this study are in the form of 

documents needed to obtain primary sources and secondary sources. 

The documents needed to fulfill the primary sources are in the form of 

students‘ writing documents in English in the form of Analytical 

exposition text obtained from the English teacher‘s assignment 

archive. Based the students‘ writing documents, the researcher 

investigated the most difficult type of mechanical aspects in students‘ 

writing skills, and to analyze the students‘ problems in using 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill. While the documents 

needed to fulfill secondary sources in the form of the documents 

related to the completeness of the research setting; history of research 
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location, vision and mission, organization of research location and 

others references that are related to this research. 

3. Interview 

A qualitative interview happens when the researcher asks more 

than one participants with several open-ended questions, then records 

their answers. The researcher then writes and copies the data into a 

computer file to analyze.
64

 The researcher conducted an interview 

with the students to know the students‘ problems in using mechanical 

aspects in their writing skill. The researcher gave the interview sheet 

for students in school but the students send the result of interview with 

photos in online chat-room. It is because the students have limited 

time to at school so that the researcher cannot conduct interview 

directly with the students. The numbers of the students that had been 

interviewed were 20. In this case, the researcher conducted the 

interview to the students in order to investigate the causes of the 

students‘ problems in using mechanical aspects in writing skill of the 

eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung. 

D. Data Analysis Technique 

Data analysis is essential part of the research study because the 

outcome is the conclusion of all the research. It means that understanding 

the tabulated material to establish meanings of the character. It requires 
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breaking down existing complex variables into simple parts and bringing 

them in new understandings arrangements.  

Qualitative data usually embraces transcribed interview or focus group 

transcripts, field notes, observations and others. It can also contain audio 

recordings and video recordings or pictures.
65

 The researcher arranged and 

classified or encrypts a big amount of data so that it can be represented and 

explained. In qualitative research, the analysis of data involves two 

aspects; that consist of analysis of the text and include developing 

description and themes. 

In order to analyze the data, the researcher used Miles and Huberman 

model. Component data analysis of Miles and Huberman model include of 

data collection, data condensation, data display, and conclusions, 

drawing/verifying.
66

 

1. Data Collection 

Data collection is an important part of research because it is one 

of the main phases of obtaining all essential data. The data collection 

is used to answer or achieve research objectives. In this case, the 

researcher collects the data from the students‘ writing document about 

analytical exposition text.  

2. Data Condensation  

Data condensation refers to choosing, concentrating, 

simplification, abstraction, and/or transformation of data that exist in 
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the complete of written field notes, transcripts of interview, 

documents, and other analytical materials. In this case, the researcher 

specified the data relating to the error of use of mechanical aspects in 

writing, particularly in analytical exposition by referring to the 

research question. 

3. Data Display  

Moreover, a display is an ordered, compressed array of 

information that facilitates conclusions, drawing, and action. Looking 

at the displays allows the researcher to comprehend what is going on 

and doing something—either analyzes more or takes action—based on 

that comprehending. In this case, the researcher displayed the research 

data by using word. 

4. Conclusion, Drawing and Verification 

The last component of the analysis activity is conclusion, 

drawing, and verification. Start from data collection; the qualitative 

analyst explains what it means by noting scheme, interpretations, 

causal flows, and propositions. ―Final‖ conclusions could not emerge 

until data collection has been completed, depending on the size of the 

corpus field notes, the coding, storage and retrieval methods used, the 

researcher  and any requires deadlines to be met. After getting the 

research results, the researcher concluded them clearly by answering 

the research questions. 
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E. Process of Research 

In this research, the writer uses six steps in the process of this 

research, as follows:
67

 

1. Identifying a Research Problem  

The researcher analyzed the phenomenon that happen in the 

process of research. Identifying a research problem begins with 

identifying the topic based on the phenomenon. It consists of 

specifying issues to study, developing a fact for studying, and 

suggesting the significance of the study.   

2. Reviewing the Literature  

Reviewing the literature is investigated the theory that related to 

the topic of research it refers to the academic literature that can be 

developed in research topic. It was got by the researcher in scientific 

book, journal, and journal article from various sources both online or 

offline sources. 

3. Specifying a Purpose for Research 

A broad topic in the research problem needs to get concern so 

that the writer will be focus on learning it. The objective statement is a 

centered re-statement of the problems. These statements deliver the 

overall purpose or purpose of the study. Therefore, it can be the most 

essential statements in your research study. 
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The specifying of aim for research include of define the primary 

purpose or objective of the study and limit it to particular research 

questions or hypotheses. The purpose statement includes of the main 

subject of the study, the study participants, and the location or place of 

the survey. 

4. Collecting Data  

The researcher collecting the data uses various instruments to 

support the research. The instruments are observation, documentation, 

and interview. The collecting data refers to the researcher‘s objective 

and it is developed based on academic literature. 

5. Analyzing and Interpreting the Data  

After the data collected, the researcher analyzing and 

interpreting the data. The researcher analyze the data based on the 

research objective. The aim of it is to answer the research objective. 

The next step is interpreting the data to investigate the research result. 

6. Reporting and Evaluating Research  

After completing the study, the writer will expand and distribute 

the written report for chosen audiences who can use it (such as fellow 

teachers, administrators, parents, and students). Reporting research 

includes defining the audiences, compiling the report in a format that 

is appropriate for the audiences, and then writing the report in a ways 

that is appropriate to all readers. 



 
 

 
 

CHAPTER IV 

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Result of the Research 

1. Description of the Research Setting 

a. The Brief History of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung was established in 2004, which 

was approved by the Minister of National Education lead by Mr. 

BambangSudibyo. SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung is located at the 

Dusun IV, DesaHargomulyo 66C, Sekampung Lampung Timur. 

This school has land area of 14.175 m
2
 and building area of 1.779 

m
2
. 

b. Vision and Mission of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

1) Vision of the School 

The visions of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung are: 

―DISCIPLINE, PERFORMANCE, MANNERS AND 

TAQWA‖ 

a) Discipline in the Teaching and Learning. 

b) Achievers in Intra and Extracurricular. 

c) Politeness in the Field Relationships. 

d) Be God-Fearing In Religious Spiritual. 
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2) Mission of the School 

The missions of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung are state as 

follows: 

a) Implementing the learning process optimally. 

b) Encouraging the professional abilities of Teachers, 

Employees, Administration, Laboratory Managers and 

Librarians. 

c) Fostering self-awareness in students to know their duties 

and obligations. 

d) Fostering the spirit of discipline in all school residents. 

e) Helping students to recognize their potential so they can 

be polite to others. Implement participatory, transparent 

and accountable management. 

f) Performing Extra-Curricular Activities optimally. 
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c. Teachers and Official Employees Educational 

Background  of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Source: Documentation of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

 

d. The Students’ Quantity of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

The students‘ quantity at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung is 

identified, as follows: 

Table 3 

The Students’ Quantity of SMA N 1 Sekampung 

No. Class Total 

1 X 325 

2 XI 287 

3 XII 283 

Total 895 

   Source: Documentation of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 
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The researcher conducted this research at the eleventh 

graders of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung particularly in class of 

science one. The totals of students in this class are 37 

students but the researcher used 20 students for sample in this 

research. 

e. The Organization Structure of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

The Organization Structure of SMA Negeri 1 

Sekampung in the academic year of 2020/2021 is illustrates 

in the following figure: 

Figure 2 

The Organization Structure of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

 

 

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

           

   

 

          

Officer  

Tri Pristia 

NingsihS.Pd 

 

Principal 

Sedono, S.Pd., M.Pd 

 

Vice of Principal 

Herawati, S.Pd 

 

 

her 

her 

Herawati, S.Pd 

 

School Committee 

H. Tukiman H W 

Curriculum Affair 

Juwita Astuti, S.pd 

 

BK 

Desi Triwulandari, 

S.Pd 

 

Students 

Teachers 



45 
 

 
 

f. Location Sketch of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

 

Figure 3 

Location Sketch of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 
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2. Description of the Research Result 

Description of Research Result to the research question 

including of: What are the problems of the students in using 

mechanical aspects in their writing skill of the eleventh graders at 

SMA Negeri 1 Sekampun;what is the most difficult type of mechanical 

aspects in students’ writing skill of the eleventh graders at SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung. 

a. The causes of the students’ problems in using mechanical 

aspects in their writing skill 

This research is to analyze the causes of the students‘ 

writing problems in using mechanical aspects in their wring skill. 

In collecting the data, the researcher uses the technique of 

interview. Interview was conducted by giving the questions to the 

students on paper but the students sent to online. 

1) Spelling  

The students of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 

Sekampung got the problems in spelling. Based on the 

interview to the 20 students, there are 14 of 20 students 

mentions that spelling is the most difficult type and became 

problem of the students in using mechanical aspects in their 

writing. The students explain that have the problems in 

spelling because students lack mastery of vocabulary in 

English well and do not know the meaning of each word. The 
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students also explain that when the teacher mentions the 

vocabulary in English, the students confuse how they are 

written the vocabulary in English well because they are said 

that the way to read and write a vocabulary is different so it 

often makes mistakes in spelling. This research in line with 

the previous research from Abbas and Asy‘ari, they stated 

that in term of spelling, the students lacked of motivation to 

check the correct spelling on the dictionary. It was because of 

the pronunciation and the written form of a word in English 

was different and some of the words were similar, they were 

lazy to check it on the dictionary. They felt that it would 

waste their time.
68

  Shortly, the researcher concludes that the 

previous research and this research having same problems in 

spelling.  

2) Punctuation  

The students‘ problem of the eleventh graders at SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung in using punctuation of mechanical 

aspects is often doing in their writing. Based on the results of 

interview to the 20 students, there are two students said that 

they have the problems in punctuation. The students‘ problem 

in punctuation is caused almost of the students not too 

understand the sentences in English so that they do not 
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understand when the sentence must be add comma, full stop 

and others. They are also explaining that sometimes they are 

forgetting to use punctuation in their writing. This research in 

line with the previous research from Abbas and Asy‘ari, they 

stated that in term of punctuation, they found difficult to 

differentiate where to use period and where to use comma. 

They also stated that, they should translate the text first 

before putting the appropriate punctuation in their text. They 

also found difficult to determine the appropriate punctuation 

to use in a running sentence.
69

Therefore, the previous 

research and this research were having similar problems in 

punctuation. 

3) Capitalization  

The problem of the students of the eleventh graders at 

SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung in using capitalization of 

mechanical aspects is often doing the students in their 

writing. Based on the results of interview to the 20 students, 

there are seven students said that they have the problems in 

capitalization. The problems of the students in capitalization 

are almost caused by they are still confused the word that 

should be use capital letter, such as name of people, place, 

scientific, and others. They are also saying that sometimes 

                                                           
69
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forget to use capital letter in a specific word. In contrast, the 

previous research from Gowere et al in Alfaki, stated that 

students got the problems in using appropriate capitalization. 

There are reasons the students got the problems in using 

correct capitalization. The rules of capitalization are not 

universal and it is difficult for students to identify nouns as 

proper and common nouns.
70

 The researcher concludes that 

the previous research and this research having different 

problems in capitalization. 

b. The most difficult type of mechanical aspects in students’ 

writing skill 

In collecting the data of the first research question, the 

researcher used the techniques of observation. Therefore, the 

instrument is observation sheet.  

1) The Data Analysis Based on the Observation Sheet 

The data result of observation sheet related with the most 

difficult type of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill. 

The data analysis is illustrated in the following description: 

a) Spelling  

The researcher conducted this research in the 

eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung especially 

in class of science one and the name of students are 
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presented using initial names in accordance with the 

research code of ethics. Based on the result of observation, 

it is investigated that there are 20 students became the 

primary source. There are 17 of 20 students are use wrong 

spelling in writing.  

(1) FA 

Incorrect spelling: Jogging can be done anytime, 

aniday, and aniwhere. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―any day, and anywhere‖ 

(2) AA 

Incorrect spelling: In the learning system, it is 

combined with the values of the unity and unity in 

order to contineu the progres of Islam in the future as 

well. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―continue and progress‖ 

(3) NH 

Incorrect spelling: On the orther hand, lack of 

physical activity is associated with increased risks of 

healthy problems.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be―other‖ 
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(4) NM 

Incorrect spelling:  At first I thought I didn’nt to go to 

school and doing my homework would be much better.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be―didn’t‖ 

(5) HD 

Incorrect spelling: It can be indicated that white air is 

very vital. There are still many who underestimate 

dringking 2 liters of white air a day. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―drinking‖ 

(6) APS 

Incorrect spelling: Howerver, it can be challenging if 

parents can create casual learning environment.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―however‖ 

(7) AP 

Incorrect spelling: Like trying to stary the car with no 

petrol! 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―start‖ 
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(8) SS 

Incorrect spelling: Breakfast provides the bady and 

brain with fuel after an overnight fast-that‘s where its 

name originates, breaking the fast! 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―body‖ 

(9) RWTR  

Incorrect spelling: For example, wathing, liistening to 

music, or taking online classes is also lying down.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―watching and listening‖ 

(10) GJG 

Incorrect spelling: Acually, there are many benefits of 

learning English.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―actually‖ 

(11) UM 

Incorrect spelling: it can even help you live-longer 

research from the American Journal of Preventative 

Medicine indicates that regular exericise can add up 

to five years to your life. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―exercise‖ 
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(12) SMA 

Incorrect spelling: The frist reason is it bothers the 

regular fleepsycle. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―first, sleep, and cycle‖ 

(13) NER 

Incorrect spelling: However, reconizing something is 

not the same as recalling it.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―recognizing‖ 

(14) AF 

Incorrect spelling: Less sleep can make the students 

with a memomy about something that they have seen 

before. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―memory‖ 

(15) AGS 

Incorrect spelling: It causes many problems such as 

caffsine, intoxication syndrom, anxipty, panic, 

headaches, and so on. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―caffeine, syndrome, and anxiety‖ 
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(16) SM 

Incorrect spelling: Additionally, the stimulant such as 

coffe also gives bad efects to its consumers. 

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―coffee and effects‖ 

(17) FNF 

Incorrect spelling: First, English opens cereer 

opportunities.  

The word that is bold at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be ―career‖ 

b) Punctuation  

The researcher conducted this research in the 

eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung especially 

in class of science one and the name of students are 

presented using initial names in accordance with the 

research code of ethics. Based on the result of observation, 

it is investigated that there are 20 students became the 

primary source. There are 14 of 20 students are use wrong 

punctuation in writing. 

(1) KF 

Incorrect punctuation: For example, exposure to UV 

from gadgets to the eyes, there are some cases of it 
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causing serious problems, such as radiation exposure, 

minds and other problems. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be add comma after the word 

―minds, and‖ 

(2) SM 

Incorrect punctuation: It causes many problems such 

as caffeine intoxication syndrome, anxiety, headaches, 

panic, and so on. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be add comma after the word 

―caffeine,‖ 

(3) AGS 

Incorrect punctuation: In conclusion cramming is 

terrible because it bothers our regular sleep cycle. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word ―in 

conclusion,‖ 

(4) NER 

Incorrect punctuation: If the students study all the 

material in the last hours or minutes it is terrible for 

them, this is what we call cramming 
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The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be add comma after the word 

―minutes,‖ and full stop after the word ―cramming.‖ 

(5) GJG 

Incorrect punctuation: Being a bilingual person, you 

can get the opportunity to work in a global company 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be add full stop after word 

―company.‖ 

(6) SMA  

Incorrect punctuation: However, recognizing 

something is not the same as recalling it 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added full stop after the word ―it.‖ 

(7) CAI 

Incorrect punctuation: Exercise can also make us 

fresh and happy, then we can improve the quality of 

life and always have energy and make the body 

strong. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be add comma after the word ―life,‖ 

and ―energy,‖ 
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(8) AA 

Incorrect punctuation: On the other hand Pesantren 

also includes dormitories that bring together a number 

of people who are different in terms of character, 

personal and place of origin and they try to become 

wholeness bound by the rope Ukhuwah Islamiyah.   

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word 

―hand, personal, and origin,‖ 

(9) NM 

Incorrect punctuation: At first I thought I did‘nt need 

to go to school and doing my homework would be 

much better.  

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added apostrophes after the letter 

n not d ―didn‘t‖ 

(10) HD 

Incorrect punctuation: The function of white air when 

drunk by humans as a substance that is useful for 

launching the body, giving oxygen intake, regulating 

body temperature and cleaning the whole body.  
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The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word 

―temperature,‖ 

(11) AP 

Incorrect punctuation: ―Breakfast like a king, lunch 

like a prince and dine like a pauper‖ 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word 

―prince,‖ and added full stop after the word ―pauper.‖ 

(12) SS 

Incorrect punctuation: Breakfast provides energy, 

studies have shown how eating breakfast can improve 

memory and concentration level and it can also make 

us happier as it can improve mood and lower stress 

levels. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word 

―level,‖ 

(13) RWRE 

Incorrect punctuation: lying down can indeed rest a 

tired body but too often is not a good thing because it 

has a bad effect, namely making the body lazy to 

move, making joints feel, back pain, increasing the 
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risks of stroke, heart attack and the risk of obesity and 

many more. 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word 

―attack, and obesity,‖ 

(14) FA 

Incorrect punctuation: Jogging can be done anytime, 

any day and anywhere. And jogging can be done 

alone or with friends 

The word that is underlined at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be added comma after the word ―any 

day, anywhere, and added full stop after the word 

friends.‖ 

c) Capitalization  

The researcher conducted this research in the 

eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung especially 

in class of science one and the name of students are 

presented using initial names in accordance with the 

research code of ethics. Based on the result of observation, 

it is investigated that there are 20 students became the 

primary source. There are 17 of 20 students are use wrong 

capitalization in writing. 
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(1) KF 

Incorrect capitalization: for example, exposure to UV 

from gadgets to the eyes, there are some cases of it 

causing serious problems, such as radiation exposure, 

minus and other problems. 

The word that is italic at the above sentence is wrong; 

it should be use capitalize in the first letter of ―for‖, 

because the word is located at the beginning of the 

sentence. 

(2) CAI 

Incorrect capitalization: Exercise cal also make us 

fresh and happy, then we can improve the Quality of 

LiFe and always have energy and make the body 

strong. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be not use capitalize letter in the 

middle of sentence and in the middle of word. It 

should be ―quality of life‖ 

(3) AA 

Incorrect capitalization: Islamic boarding school are 

buildings in which there is a special learning system.  

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize, because it is one 
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name of institution. It should be ―Islamic Boarding 

School‖ 

(4) RWRE 

What are you activities to fill your spare time during 

school holidays? or just lying down? 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use the capitalize letter at the 

beginning of the sentence, include after question mark 

or full stop. It should be ―Or‖ 

(5) UM 

Incorrect capitalization: it offers great mental and 

social benefits as well. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence. It should be ―It‖ 

(6) AP 

Incorrect capitalization: Breakfast provides many 

benefits to our health And wellbeing.  

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be not use the capitalize letter in the 

middle of sentence, except for the name of people, 

place, and others. It should be ―and‖ 
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(7) SS 

Incorrect capitalization: like trying to start the car with 

no petrol! 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence. It should be ―Like‖ 

(8) APS 

Incorrect capitalization: the answer is, indeed, the 

earlier the better. why is it so? 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence, either after full stop or 

question mark. 

(9) NH 

Incorrect capitalization: Why is physical Activity and 

Fitness iMportant? 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be not use capitalize in the middle of 

the sentence and in the middle of word, except for the 

name of people, place, and others. It should be 

―activity, fitness, important?‖ 
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(10) SMA 

Incorrect capitalization: less sleep can make students 

with a memory about something that they have seen 

before.  

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence. It should be ―Less‖ 

(11) FNF 

Incorrect capitalization: In the modern era, there are a 

lot of people who still can‘t speak english. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize for the name of 

language, such as American, Indonesian, British, 

include English, and others. It should be ―English‖ 

(12) ERW 

Incorrect capitalization: many countries have 

registered casualties in their places.  

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence, either after full stop or 

question mark. It should be ―Many‖ 
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(13) SM 

Incorrect capitalization: If the students study all the 

material in the last hours or Minutes, it is terrible for 

them. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be not use capitalize in the middle of 

the sentence and in the middle of word, except for the 

name of people, place, and others. It should be 

―minutes‖ 

(14) AGS 

Incorrect capitalization: the first reason is it bothers 

the regular sleep cycle. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 

beginning of sentence, either after full stop or 

question mark. It should be ―The‖ 

(15) NER 

Incorrect capitalization: less sleep can make students 

with a memory about something that they have seen 

before.  

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at the 
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beginning of sentence, either after full stop or 

question mark. It should be ―Less‖ 

(16) GJG 

Incorrect capitalization: Actually, there are many 

benefits of learning english. 

The words that are italic at the above sentence is 

wrong; it should be use capitalize for the name of 

language, such as American, Indonesian, British, 

include English, and others. It should be ―English‖ 

(17) AF 

Incorrect capitalization: this is what we call 

cramming. The words that are italic at the above 

sentence is wrong; it should be use capitalize letter at 

the beginning of sentence, either after full stop or 

question mark. It should be ―This‖ 

The researcher analyzes the total errors of mechanical 

aspects in students‘ writing document about analytical 

exposition text and the researcher found the result of this 

research. The researcher has concluded the total of errors in each 

type of mechanical aspects using percentage. In order to make 

every reader is easier in understanding the result, the researcher 

has presented the result of the research in the table below. 
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Table 4 

Recapitulation Error in the Types of Mechanical Aspects in Students’ 

Writing Skill 

 

No. Name of Students 
Type of Mechanical Aspects 

Total 
Spelling Punctuation Capitalization 

1 UM 2 - 3 5 

2 FA 8 6 - 14 

3 RWRE 3 4 1 8 

4 SS 4 4 2 10 

5 AP 2 4 8 14 

6 APS 3 - 9 11 

7 HD 2 1 - 3 

8 CAI - 3 3 6 

9 SM 14 5 2 21 

10 NH 2 - 3 5 

11 NMS 1 1 - 2 

12 GJG 3 6 12 21 

13 NER 18 11 1 29 

14 AGS 11 5 4 20 

15 SM 10 4 4 17 

16 FNF 3 - 5 8 

17 KF - 2 1 3 

18 ERW - - 1 1 

19 AF 3 2 2 7 

20 AA 4 4 5 13 

Total 93 62 66 218 

 

Regarding to the table above about recapitulation error in 

the types of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill, the 

researcher found the errors students‘ made about mechanical 

aspects in students‘ writing document about analytical 

exposition text. The total errors of mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill are 218 errors, that consists of spelling 

(93 errors), punctuation (62 errors), and capitalization (66 

errors). Spelling becomes the most frequently error of 
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mechanical aspects in writing because the researcher found that 

the highest frequent problem was spelling usage that are 93 

items. The researcher presents the result of percentage the total 

errors of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing document in 

the table below. 

Table 5 

Percentage the Most Difficult Type of Mechanical Aspects in Students’ 

Writing Skill 

 

No. Types of Error Frequency of Error Percentage 

1 Spelling 93 42 % 

2 Punctuation 62 28 % 

3 Capitalization 66 30 % 

 

 

Referring the result on the table about percentage the most 

difficult type of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill, the 

researcher can conclude the most frequently error that found in 

students‘ writing document about mechanical aspects is spelling. 

It means that, the most difficult type of mechanical aspects in 

students‘ writing skill is spelling. It is because the highest total 

errors from the result of recapitulation error in the types of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill so that resulting in 

a percentage of 42%. 

B. Discussion  

The results of this research are related about what are the students‘ 

problems in using mechanical aspects in their writing skill and the most 

difficult type of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill of the 
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eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung. The results of this research 

are discussed as follow:  

1. The causes of the students’ problems in using mechanical aspects 

in their writing skill 

Mechanical aspects of writing are indeed important. Mechanical 

aspects are vital steps in writing that develop the associated skills to 

be a good writer.
71

 Mechanical aspects refer to the rules or way of the 

written language consisting of capitalization, spelling, and 

punctuation.
72

 Referring to the first research question of this research 

is about the students‘ problems in using mechanical aspects in writing 

skill of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung, the 

researcher investigate of the students‘ problems in using mechanical 

aspects in their writing skill through the interview to the students. The 

researcher explains that the students get the problems in using 

mechanical in their writing involve spelling, punctuation, and 

capitalization. The students‘ problem in applying writing mechanics 

was influenced by the alertness and the capability to write carefully in 

the essay.
73

 Mostly, the students get problems to organize the good 

                                                           
71

Koll, Better Writing (Beyond Periods and Commas), p. 12.  
72

Yuliah, Widiastuti, and Meida, ―The Grammatical and Mechanical Errors of Students in 

Essay Writing,‖ p. 5. 
73

Abbas, ―Investigating EFL Learners‘ Ability in Applying Writing Mechanics in an 

Argumentative Essay,‖ p. 49. 
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mechanics of writing, such as punctuation, spelling, and 

capitalization.
74

 

Based on the first objective of this research is about an analysis 

the students‘ problem in using mechanical aspects in writing skill. 

After the researcher conducted the interview to the students, the 

researcher analyzed and concluded the result of this research. The 

researcher stated that the problems of the students caused by several 

problems when using mechanical aspects in writing. The students‘ 

writing problem in spelling was caused the lack of English vocabulary 

mastery. It also caused because the way read and write of vocabulary 

are different so it often makes the mistakes when they are writing. 

Furthermore, in punctuation, the students‘ problems caused by the 

students still confuse to make a sentence with the punctuation well, 

like using a comma. Sometimes the students also forget to add the full 

stop in the last sentence. Besides, in the capitalization, the students‘ 

problems are frequently students still confuse to use capitalize in a 

specific word, such as for the name of people, place, brand, and 

others.  

The result of this research in line with the previous research that 

conducted by Abbas and Asy‘ari with the study aimed to investigate 

students‘ ability to apply writing mechanics in Analytical Exposition 

text and explained the factors that influence students‘ ability to apply 

                                                           
74

Sari, ―Mechanics Problem in Writing Faced by The Fourth Semester Students of The 

English Study Program,‖ p. 3. 
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writing mechanics. Researcher found that there are some factors 

influences the students‟ ability in applying writing mechanics in 

Analytical Exposition text, for instances: the students are lack of 

motivation to open dictionary in order to check their spelling whether 

it is correct or not, the pronunciation and the written form of English 

word that different makes the students confuse to write the correct 

spelling of a word, the students are lack of knowledge. Most of the 

students only know the basic usage of capitalization and punctuation 

while writing a text, and the teacher never tells the students what 

writing mechanics is.
75

 Based on the result of previous research and 

this research, the researcher concludes that the result of interview 

about the causes of the students‘ problems in using mechanical aspects 

in writing skill have the similar factor, particularly in spelling. 

2. The most difficult type of mechanical aspects in students’ writing 

skill  

Referring to the second research objective of this research is 

about the most difficult type of mechanical aspects that is used the 

students in writing skill, the researcher concluded the result of this 

research based on analysis of students‘ writing document about 

exposition text. The researcher found there are three types of 

mechanical aspects that used of the students, which consist of spelling, 

punctuation and capitalization.  In line with the theory from Imroatus 

                                                           
75

Abbas and Asy‘ari, ―Mixed Method: Students‘ Ability in Applying Writing Mechanics 

in Analytical Exposition Text,‖ p. 157. 



71 
 

 
 

Solikhah in Indonesian Journal of Language Teaching and Linguistics 

(IJOLTL) explain that in terms of mechanics, the problems indicate 

that most students apply imperfect basic rules of convention. Mostly, 

mechanical problem appear in term of the wrong use of punctuation 

such as period, comma, question mark, colons, and others. Spelling 

errors and capitalization are frequently indicated that knowledge of 

English rules is low.
76

 

Kane also said that mechanics in writing paragraph includes 

spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.
77

 Therefore, the researcher 

explains there are three types of mechanical aspects that are used the 

students in writing exposition text. The researcher presented the result 

of this research based total errors of students‘ writing document in 

exposition text and found that the result about the most difficult type 

of mechanical aspects in writing is spelling and presented used 

percentage. The researcher shows the result in the following chart: 

Figure 4 

The percentage of using mechanical aspects errors in writing 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
76

Solikhah, ―Linguistic Problems in English Essay By EFL Students,‖ p. 40. 
77

Abbas and Asy‘ari, ―Mixed Method: Students‘ Ability in Applying Writing Mechanics 

in Analytical Exposition Text,‖ p. 150. 
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Regarding on the chart above, the researcher investigated three 

items of using mechanical aspects in writing; consist of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization. In this research, the researcher focused 

on students‘ writing document about analytical exposition text. By 

looking at the total error found, the researcher decided that spelling 

was the higher frequent problem. The percentage of spelling error was 

42%. It was followed by capitalization error which had percentage 

30%. Then, the lowest one was punctuation error with percentage 

28%. The result of students‘ writing document showed that spelling 

was the most frequent one and it was supported by the result of 

interview. In interview result, most of the students argued that the 

most difficult type of mechanical aspects in writing was spelling. 

Referring to the result found from the previous research 

conducted by Ika Sari and others, the researcher found a difference 

between the recent result and the previous result. In the recent result, 

spelling problem was higher than capitalization one. The spelling 

problem was 42% and capitalization problem was 30%. In contrast, 

the previous research found that percentage of capitalization problem 

was higher than spelling. The capitalization problem was 60.2% and 

spelling one was 42%. Shortly, the researcher concluded that the 

previous result and the recent result were different based on the total 

error found.  

 



 
 

 
 

CHAPTER V 

  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

In this chapter, the researcher briefly illustrates the conclusion of 

this research about an analysis of mechanical aspects in students‘ writing 

skill of the eleventh graders at SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung. The researcher 

explains the causes of the students‘ writing problems in using mechanical 

aspects in their writing skill are caused by several problems. In the 

spelling, the students‘ problem caused the pronunciation and the written 

form of English word that different so it makes the students confuse to 

write the correct spelling of a word. Moreover, in punctuation, the 

students‘ problems are frequently caused by the students still confuse to 

make a sentence with the punctuation well, like using a comma and forget 

to use full stop in the last sentence. 

Besides, in the capitalization, most of the students are frequently 

still confused to use capitalize in a specific word, such as for the name of 

people, place, brand, and others. Furthermore, the most difficult type of 

mechanical aspects in students‘ writing skill is spelling. It is because the 

researcher found that there were 93 items error with percentage 42% that 

found in students‘ writing and it is the highest percentage than other. It 

was followed by capitalization error, which had percentage 30%. Then, the 

lowest one was punctuation error with percentage 28%. Therefore, the 



74 
 

 
 

researcher concludes that the students have the problems in using 

mechanical aspects in writing skill, particularly in spelling.  

B. Suggestion 

The researcher provides some suggestions for the writer, the 

students, and the teacher, as follows: the first, it is suggested for the 

researcher to more understand about mechanical aspects in writing, in 

order to make the reader is easier and more understand about this thesis. 

Moreover, it is suggested for the students in order to can study more about 

mechanical aspects, especially in the spelling, punctuation, and 

capitalization so that the students can decrease the use of mechanical 

aspects error in their writing skill. Besides, it is suggested for the teacher 

in order to can motivate the students to study more about mechanical 

aspects so that it can help the students to decrease the use of mechanical 

aspects error in writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Abbas, M. Fadhly, and Nabila Asy‘ari. ―Mixed Method: Students‘ Ability in 

Applying Writing Mechanics in Analytical Exposition Text‖ 6 (August 2, 

2019): 150. 

Abbas, M. Fadhly, and Herdi. ―Investigating EFL Learners‘ Ability in Applying 

Writing Mechanics in an Argumentative Essay.‖ University of Lancang 

Kuning 6 (2018): 45. 

Alfaki, Ibrahim. ―University Students‘ English Writing Problems: Diagnosis and 

Remedy.‖ Nile Valley University 3 (May 2015): 40. 

Altakhaineh, Abdel Rahman Mitib, and Majed Z Al-Jallad. ―The Use of Twitter 

and Facebook in Teaching Mechanics of Writing to Arabic-Speaking EFL 

Learners.‖ International Journal of Emerging Technologies in Learning 

(IJET) 13, no. 09 (September 29, 2018): 4. 

Creme, Phyllis, and Mary Lea. Writing at University (A Guide for Students). 3rd 

ed. USA: McGraw-Hill, 2008. 

Creswell, John. Educational Research (Planning, Conducting and Evaluating 

Quantitative and Qualitative Research). 4th ed. New York: Pearson 

Education, 2012. 

———. Research Design (Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Method 

Approaches). 4th ed. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications, 

2014. 

Given, Lisa. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Qualitative Research Methods. Vol. 1 & 

2. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications, 2008. 

Hamilton, Frederick. Punctuation ( A Primer of Information About The Marks of 

Punctuation and Their Use Both Grammatically and Typographically). 

USA: The Committee on Education United Typothetae of America, 1920. 

Harmer, Jeremy. How to Teach Writing. England: Pearson Education Limited, 

2004. 

Heaton, J.B. Writing English Language Tests. New York: Longman Group UK 

Limited, 1988. 

Hotaman, Davut. ―The Examination of The Basic Skills Levels of The Students‘ 

in Accordance With The Perceptions of Teachers, Parents and Students.‖ 

International Journal of Instruction 1 (July 2008): 18. 

Hyland, Ken. Teaching and Researching Writing. 2nd ed. United Kingdom: 

Pearson Education Limited, 2009. 



 
 

 
 

Javed, Muhammad, Wu Juan, and Saima Nazli. ―A Study of Students‘ 

Assessment in Writing Skill of the English Language.‖ International 

Journal of Instruction 6 (July 2013): 16. 

Koll, Travis. Better Writing (Beyond Periods and Commas). United Kingdom: 

Rowman & Littlefield Education, 2012. 

McCaskill, Mary. Grammar, Punctuation and Capitalization (A HAndbook for 

Technical Writer and Editors). Washington, DC: National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA), 1990. 

Miles, Matthew, Michaels Huberman, and Johnny Saldana. Qualitative Data 

Analysis (A Methods Sourcebook). 3rd ed. Thousand Oaks, California: 

SAGE Publications, 2014. 

Nazario, Luis A., Deborah D. Borchers, and William F. Lewis. Bridges to Better 

Writing. 1st ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2010. 

Rozakis, Laurie. English Grammar for The Utterly Confused. USA: McGraw-

Hill, 2003. 

Sari, Ika, Jamiluddin, and Hastini. ―Mechanics Problem in Writing Faced by The 

Fourth Semester Students of The English Study Program.‖ E-Journal of 

English Language Teaching Society (ELTS) 2 (2014): 3. 

Solikhah, Imroatus. ―Linguistic Problems in English Essay By EFL Students.‖ 

IJOLTL: Indonesian  Journal of Language Teaching and Linguistics 2, no. 

1 (January 3, 2017): 31. 

Starkey, Lauren. How to Write Great Essays. New York: Learning Express, 2004. 

Westwood, Peter. Learning and Learning Difficulties (A Handbook for Teachers). 

Australia: ACER Press, 2004. 

Yuliah, Siti, Agustia Widiastuti, and Ghea Meida. ―The Grammatical and 

Mechanical Errors of Students in Essay Writing.‖ Department of English, 

Politeknik Negeri Bandung Bandung, Indonesia 5 (Oktober 2019): 5. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
APPENDICES 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

1. Blueprint of Observation sheet 

 

Aspects Sub Aspects References 

The type of 

mechanical aspects 

in students‘ 

writing skill. 

Spelling Siti Yuliah, Agustia 

Widhiastuti, and Ghea 

Meida, ―The Grammatical 

and Mechanical Errors of 

Students in Essay Writing,‖ 

Department of English, 

Politeknik Negeri Bandung, 

Indonesia 5 (Oktober 2019). 

 

Punctuation  

Capitalization  

 

2. Blueprint of Documentation Sheet 

 

No.  Aspects 

1.  Profile of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

2. The total of Students of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

3. The organization structure of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

4.  The facilities of SMA Negeri 1 Sekampung 

5. The students‘ writing document at the eleventh graders of SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung 

 

3. Blueprint of Interview Sheet 

 

Aspects  Sub Aspects References  Questions  

The students‘ 

writing 

problems in 

using 

mechanical 

aspects in their 

writing skill. 

The students‘ 

difficulty in 

applying writing 

mechanics was 

influenced by 

the alertness and 

the capability to 

write carefully 

in the essay. 

M. Fadhly 

Abbas and 

Herdi, 

―Investigating 

EFL learners‘ 

ability in 

Applying 

Writing 

Mechanics in an 

Argumentative 

Essay,‖ 

University of 

Lancang Kuning 

6 (2018). 

1. Could you 

write in 

English? 

2. Do you find 

the 

difficulties 

when you 

write in 

English? 

3. What are the 

difficulties 

that you find 

when you 

write in 



 
 

 
 

 English? 

In terms of 

mechanics, the 

problems 

indicate that 

most students 

apply imperfect 

basic rules of 

convention. 

Mostly, 

mechanical 

problem appear 

in term of the 

wrong use of 

punctuation 

such as period, 

comma, 

question mark, 

colons, and 

others. Spelling 

errors and 

capitalization 

are frequently 

indicated that 

knowledge of 

English rules is 

low. 

1. Imroatus 

Solikhah, 

―Linguistic 

Problems in 

English Essay by 

EFL Students,‖ 

IJOLTL: 

Indonesian 

Journal of 

Language 

Teaching and 

Linguistics 2, no. 

1 (January 3, 

2013) 

 

4. Do you know 

about 

mechanical 

aspects in 

writing and 

types of 

them? 

5. Do you know 

what are 

spelling, 

punctuation, 

and 

capitalization

? 

6. Do you 

understand 

the use of 

mechanical 

aspects in 

your writing? 

7. What is the 

most difficult 

type of 

mechanical 

aspects that 

you get when 

you write in 

English? 

8. Could you 

apply the 

mechanical 

aspects well 

in your 

English 

writing text? 

The students get 

problems to 

organize the 

good mechanics 

of writing, such 

as; punctuation, 

spelling, and 

capitalization. 

Ika sari, 

Jamiluddin, and 

Hastini, 

―Mechanics 

Problem in 

Writing Faced 

by The Fourth 

Semester 

Students of The 

English Study 

9. What are the 

problems or 

difficulties 

that you find 

in using 

mechanical 

aspects in 

your English 

writing text? 

10. What is the 



 
 

 
 

Program,‖ E-

Journal of 

English 

Language 

Teaching 

Society (ELTS) 2 

(2014). 

 

cause you 

have the 

problems in 

using 

mechanical 

aspects in 

your English 

writing text? 

11. Please 

mention the 

difficulties of 

each type in 

mechanical 

aspects? 

 

 

4. Observation Sheet  

Analysis the Most Difficult Type of Mechanical Aspects in Students’ 

Writing 

 

No. 
Name of 

Students 

Types of Mechanical Aspects Total 

Spelling Punctuation Capitalization  

1 UM 2 - 3 5 

2 FA 8 6 - 14 

3 RWRE 3 4 1 8 

4 SS 4 4 2 10 

5 AP 2 4 8 14 

6 APS 3 - 9 11 

7 HD 2 1 - 3 

8 CAI - 3 3 6 

9 SM 14 5 2 21 

10 NH 2 - 3 5 

11 NMS 1 1 - 2 

12 GJG 3 6 12 21 

13 NER 18 11 1 29 

14 AGS 11 5 4 20 

15 SM 10 4 4 17 

16 FNF 3 - 5 8 

17 KF - 2 1 3 

18 ERW - - 1 1 

19 AF 3 2 2 7 

20 AA 4 4 5 13 

Total  93 62 66 218 

 



 
 

 
 

5. Interview Sheet 

The questions of interview given to the eleventh graders of the SMA 

Negeri 1 Sekampung to investigate the causes of the students’ 

problems in using mechanical aspects in their writing. 

 

1. Could you write in English? 

2. Do you find the difficulties when you write in English? 

3. What are the difficulties that you find when you write in English? 

4. Do you know about mechanical aspects in writing and types of them? 

If you know, can you mention it? 

5. Do you know what are spelling, punctuation, and capitalization? 

6. Do you understand the use of mechanical aspects in your writing? 

7. What is the most difficult type of mechanical aspects that you get 

when you write in English? 

8. Could you apply the mechanical aspects well in your English writing 

text? 

9. What are the problems or difficulties that you find in using 

mechanical aspects in your English writing text? 

10. What is the cause you have the problems in using mechanical aspects 

in your English writing text? 

11. Please mention the difficulties of each type in mechanical aspects! 

 



 
 

 
 

6. Students’ Writing Document 
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7. Result of Interview 

 

 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 

 
 

8. Documentation  
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