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AN ERROR ANALYSIS OF SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT 

 IN DESCRIPTIVE TEXT WRITING OF THE SEVENTH GRADE  

AT MTS MA’ARIF 02 KOTAGAJAH 

ABSTRACT 

 

The research of the study is to describe some problems, as follows : how 

are the students problems in subject-verb agreement in writing and why the 

students do the subject-verb agreement errors in writing. 

The research used qualitatif method, which the writer wants to describe 

of students problems in subject-verb agreement in writing, to discribe the reason 

why the students make errors in subject-verb agreement in writing. To collected 

the data which is used observation, documentation, and interview. The analysis of 

the data used collecting the data, data reduction, data display, and 

conclution/verifications. The subject of research was the first grade of MTs 

MAA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah class VII A of 39 students. 

The result of the study, as follows: there are 10 students had the problems 

in subject-verb agreement in writing a sentence and they made problems in using 

the auxiliary verb (have,has), to be (is, am, are) and they did not know the 

function between singular and plural subject (she have a friend), singular and 

plural verb (they has a friend), and adjusments to be / verb in sentence. 

Keyword: Error Analysis, Subject-Verb Agreement, Descriptive Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 
 

ANALISIS KESALAHAN SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT 

DALAM PENULISAN TEKS DESKRIPTIF DI KELAS TUJUH 

DI MTs MA’ARIF 02 KOTAGAJAH 

ABSTRAK 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menggambarkan terhadap beberapa masalah 

sebagai berikut: masalah subject-verb agreement dalam menulis dan mengapa 

siswa melakukan masalah kesesuaina subjek dan kata kerja dalam menulis. 

Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif, penulis ingin mengetahui 

masalah yang dihadapi siswa dalam subject-verb agreement dalam menulis, 

mengapa siswa melakukan masalah dalam subject-verb agreement dalam menulis. 

Untuk mengumpulkan data peneliti menggunakan beberapa teknik, yaitu: 

observasi, dokumentasi, dan interview. Untuk menganalisis data peneliti 

menggunakan beberapa teknik, yaitu: pengumpulan data, penanggulangan data, 

tampilan data, kesimpulan. Subjek yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah 

siswa MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah kelas VII A yang berjumlah 39 orang. 

Hasil dari penelitian ini memperlihatkan bahwa ada 10 siswa yang 

mempunyai masalah dalam mengaplikasikan subject-verb agreement kedalam 

sebuah kalimat dan mereka membuat masalah dalam menggunakan kata kerja 

bantu seperti (has, have) dan to be (is, am, are) dan mereka juga tidak tahu fungsi 

antara subjek tunggal dan jamak (she have a friend) dan kata kerja tunggal dan 

jamak (they has a friend) dan penerapan to be/kata kerja kedalam kalimat. 

Keyword: Analisis Kesalahan, Kesesuaian Subjek-Kata Kerja, Teks Deskriptif  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

A language is a tool of communication that is used by a human being 

in this world. Language becomes a necessity for them to interact and to express 

some ideas, information with other people and countries. Mind and feeling can 

be expressed by language. “Language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized 

vocal, written or gesture symbol that enables members of a given community 

to communicate intelligibly with one another”.1 Wardhaugh in Chair stated 

that: “language function is a tool of human communication, both oral and 

written as well as tools for exchanging information”.2  

Based on the quotation above, English  is important to be used in 

communicating, to get information, and share information with people in other 

countries. Therefore students need to understand and use English to improve 

their skills. Moreover, as a developing country, Indonesia really needs English 

because Indonesia government is trying to improve all aspects which are 

usually faced by all countries. One of this aspect is education. 

In learning English, there are four language skills which should be 

mastered by the students. They are listening, speaking, reading and writing. To 

achieve those abilities, it is very important for students to master the 

component of linguistics. One of them is grammar because grammar is the 

                                                           
1 H. Douglas Brown., Language Learning and Teaching Fourth Edition. New York: 

Longman, inc, 2000, p. 5.   
2 Abdul Chaer, Psikolinguistik (Kajian Teoritik), Jakarta: Rineka Cipta, 2003, p. 33. 
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study of how a sentence is arranged. Writing is one of the important skills 

because students’ skill can be measured by it. It will be good if they master 

them. Besides that, they must have some ideas in their mind to explore that 

shown in their writing. Writing is the highest level for the students in learning 

English because it is a difficult skill. In addition, writing is not only master 

grammar and vocabularies, but also part of classes and kinds of text. So, they 

can make simple sentences be a paragraph. 

Writing is one of the English aspects. It consists of vocabulary and 

grammar. The students apply their writing skill in making sentences. They 

need to remember some vocabularies. It is needed to make a sentence, 

paragraph, even an article. Grammar is very important and essential to support 

the improvement in their writing skills, because it will guide us how to make 

good and right sentences.  

English has been taught at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah, the 

students are taught how to make sentences properly, especially in the used of 

grammar. One of the English grammar subjects is about subject-verb 

agreement material. It is the suitability between subject and object (predicate).1 

The agreement is the determination of the inflectional form of one word 

according to a grammatical feature, such as number or gender, of another 

word. It means related parts of a sentence have the right form to indicate.2 

Using subject-verb agreement in the sentences is very difficult for students 

because there is no agreement in the Indonesian language.  

                                                           
1 Fuad Mas‟ud, Essentials of English Grammar, Jogjakarta: BPFTE, 2006, p. 135. 
2  Aik and Hui. Longman Dictionary of Grammar and Usage. Singapore: Addison Wesley 

Longman Singapore, 1999, p. 42. 
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Subject-Verb Agreement has an important role in writing, because 

Subject Verb Agreement is one of English material that has been taught at 

school, and to make a good writing it is needed pay attention about the Subject-

Verb Agreement in order to get the point of the sentence. Subject-Verb 

Agreement have a connection on writing, for example, to make a sentence on 

writing a paragraph. Subject-verb agreement area is very important to express 

ideas especially in writing, where non-verbal communication is absent, the 

students really need to master this rule in order to write effectively.    

MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah is one of the Islamic Junior High 

Schools in Kotagajah where English subject has been taught, especially learn 

to write. In writing, the students need vocabulary and grammar because both 

of them are very important in order the students’ writing becomes acceptable 

and grammatical. So, in the learning process the students were given some 

explanation by the teacher about subject-verb agreement. 

The problems in teaching-learning grammar was the subject-verb 

agreement. It was based on the result of the observation. Some of the students 

could not apply subject-verb agreement correctly in writing descriptive text 

because they did not understand the rule of subject-verb agreement in writing 

and they still confused to differentiate between plural and singular when to 

make a sentence of using subject verb agreement in writing descriptive text. 

There were some sentences from the students as follows: 

1. There is two books on the table. 

2. He go to school every day. 
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Based on the students’ writing above, it was very clear that the 

students really got problems in writing especially in using subject-verb 

agreement. For example  the first sentence, the students got problems in 

applying to be (is). It should be used the subject verb agreement form (are). 

Beside that, the student did not understand about English tense. The second 

sentence were from the students, it was very clear that the students did not 

understand how to used to be (verb) in subject-verb agreement when the 

subject is singular. 

The sentences above are incorrect because there is no agreement 

between subject and verb. The right forms are: 

1. There are two books on the table. 

2. He goes to school every day. 

Based on the reason above, this study wants to know how are the 

students problems in subject verb agreement in writing, why do the students 

get problems in subject-verb agreement applied in. Based on the background 

of the study, it is interested to investigate about the subject-verb agreement 

problems in writing especially (descriptive text). 

B. Research Question   

Based on the background above, there are some problems that could be 

identified as follows: 

1. What are the students errors in using subject-verb agreement in descriptive 

text writing at the seventh grade of MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah? 
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2. Why do the students make errors in using subject-verb agreement in 

descriptive text writing at the seventh grade of MTs MA’ARIF 02 

Kotagajah? 

C. Objective and Benefit of Study 

1. Objective of the study 

a. To describe the students errors in using Subject-Verb Agreement in 

descriptive text Writing at the seventh Grade of MTs MA’ARIF 02 

Kotagajah. 

b. To describe the reason of why the students make errors in using 

Subject-Verb Agreement in Descriptive Text Writing at the seventh 

Grade of MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah. 

2. Benefit of study 

a. The researcher hopes that students can apply subject-verb agreement 

correctly in writing. 

b. The researcher hopes that students can understand the difference 

between plural and singular. 

D. Prior Research 

       In this undergraduate, the researcher discussed about the prior 

researches comparison. The first is an error analysis that had been researched 

by Fuad Ginanjar, which is entitled “An Analysis of Students’ Ability In Using 

Subject-Verb Agreement”. In this thesis the researcher find out how far is the 

students’ ability in using subject-verb agreement in simple present tense, 

simple past tense, and present perfect tense. The errors in subject-verb 
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agreement that has been found such as the students are still confused in 

applying subject-verb agreement rules and their lack of knowledge of the rules 

of the target language is the main factor causing the written production errors. 

The researcher also interviewed to some of students, the researcher asked about 

their capability in grammar. The students said that grammar is difficult and 

there are many rules in grammar so that they are confused to use those rules.3  

     The second prior research is conducted by Agustin Wahyuni, which is 

entitled “An Error Analysis On Subject Verb Agreement In Writing English 

Business Letter”. In this thesis researcher find out the research is aimed to find 

out and analyze students’ errors in writing business letters and what are caused 

those errors. The data were collected from students’ work from English 

Correspondence subject and interviews. Then the data were analyzing by 

Corder’s Theory of conducting error analysis. The causes of their errors are 

divided into two, they are interlingual and intralingual factors which come 

from their lack of grammar.4    

The third prior research is conducted by Sugihartono, which is entitled 

“The Studentnts’ Difficulties In Applying Subject-Verb Agreements In Sentence 

at SMPN 1 Pahandut of Palangka Raya ”. In this thesis the researcher find out 

the students had difficulties in applying subject-verb agreement in the 

sentences because they did not know the definition of verb agreement and 

could not apply it in the ones correctly. They made disagreement sentences and 

                                                           
3 Iwan Kurniawan,  An Analysis of Students’ Ability In Using Subject-Verb Agreement, 

English Education: Jurnal Tadris Bahasa Inggris, vol 9 (2), 2016. 
4 Agustin Wahyuni, An Error Analysis On Subject Verb Agreement In Writing English 

Business Letter, Jakarta: 2022. 
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made mistake in using an auxiliary verb of to be. They used an auxiliary verb 

of to be in the verbal sentences but did not use it in the nominal one. The 

causes of students‟ difficulties in applying subject-verb agreement were the 

ability of students in mastering grammar was very low. It was seen that they 

did not know the definition and principles of verb agreement. They were still 

confusing about the number in English because they could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. They also could not differentiate between 

verbal and nominal sentences because they did not know the function of the 

auxiliary verb of to be as the verb (predicate) in the nominal one.5 

 Based on the research above, this research had similarity of the 

prior research is the variable of the research namely subject verb-agreement. 

While the differences between this research and previous research are in the 

research method to get result of the study, research subject, research object, 

research time, research location, and research year. 

 

                                                           
5 Sugihartono,The Students’ Difficulties In Applying Subjec Verb Agreement In Sentence 

at SMPN 1 Pahandut of Palangka Raya,Sarjana Pendidikan, 2010.  
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW  

 

A. Concept of Writing 

1. The Definition of Writing 

Terminologicaly, writing is the activity by using a pen or pencil to 

make a letter or number on the surface. Moreover, it is an activity which in 

contrast to reading, speaking, and listening.1 Writing is the written 

productive language skill. It is an skill to convey information to a reader 

or a group of readers. It is realized by researcher’s ability to apply the rules 

of the language she or he is writing to transfer the information she or he has 

in her or his mind. Therefore, writing is one of communication forms by 

making a letter to deliver the information from the researcher to the reader. 

Writing, as one of the four language skills, has conventionally 

occupied a place in most English syllabuses. Nowadays, in a higher 

education, writing is the most dedicated although it is considered as 

problematic skill for all the researchers. This skill entails exploring 

students’ 

ideas presented in well written products. These written products are often 

the result of thinking, drafting, and revising procedures that require 

specialized skills which every researcher doesn’t develop naturally.2 

                                                           
1 As Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary,(New York: Oxford University 

Press, 2000), Sixth Edition, p.1499. 
2 H. Douglas Brown, Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language 

Pedadogy,(San Fransisco:Longman,2000),Second Edition,p.335. 
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There are several aspects that have to be considered to get a good 

written result. One of the basic aspects is organizational competence. This 

part is often use in writing, because it consists of grammatical structure 

and discourse. In this case, grammar is the important role in every writing 

activity by which pure language is structured. Without the organizational 

aspects, our language espeially in written language will be messed up. As a 

consequence, if the someonce want to write, she or he must use 

grammatical structure correctly. If she or he makes some mistakes, it can be 

easily seen event though a small mistake. 

In addition, writing is the most important skill encountered by the 

students because the students will be challenged in searching and exploring 

an idea by their style of writing. Furthmore, every language and culture 

brings their own style of writing. Therefore, every researcher has different 

type and style in their written product even they have similar topic. 

Meanwhile, writing is a progressive activity. It means that when 

someone wants to write something, she or he must already know about 

what and how she or he is going to say it. After that she or he is finished 

writing, she or he must read their written result and than make changes and 

corrections. This activity is very important if she or he wants to get a good 

written result.3 

                                                           
3 Alice Oshima & Ann Hogue, Introduction to Academic Writing, (New York: Longman, 

1997), Second Edition, p. 2. 
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Based on the statement above, the researcher can infer that writing 

is basically the processing ideas and thoughts by using knowledge of 

structure and vocabulary to combine a our ideas a means communiction.  

2. Process of Writing 

Writing is not a one-step action, but it is a process that has several 

steps. It start from beginning of what the topic is going to write until the 

publication of writing. There are at least three steps of writing process, 

they are: 

a. Prewriting (Planning) 

Prewriting is the first step in writing process. Before we start 

to compose a writing, some ideas should be thought as a topic of 

product writing. In this step, researchers are challenged to think about 

the topic that will be decided. In deciding the subject of writing, the 

researchers should consider who will be the reader of the writing. 

Many researchers usually read appropriate references as their 

warming up to get an appropriate topic. Unfortunately, the information 

which is invented from reading is imperfectly remembered. Therefore, 

it makes sense to make note-taking from what we have read. This 

sentence will be literal ideas of possible topics to be composed.4 

In addition, reading commonplace book and journal can make 

the researcher get easy to find idea for their wrriting. Commonplace 

book gives new perception and more quotations which will make 

                                                           
4 Alastair Fowler, How to Write, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006),p.12. 
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writing product become strong and more alive. The other reference to 

enrich the subject of writing is journal. Many outstanding researchers 

use journal to create an interesting writing because it contains of good 

perceptions, ideas, emotions, and actions.5 

b. Drafting  

Before the researcher start to write and to get writing product 

well, they should make a format of the writing and put the word down 

on paper. This step is often drafting. According to Kristine argued “the 

drafting is the step that the researchers really start to write. In this step, 

when the researchers to write, she or he put their words into the paper 

without worrying about spelling, grammar punctuation, or the best 

wording.6 

Drafting is tentative and imperfect writing. Drafting product 

can be refined to develop by putting down all the term related to the 

topic in the margin to make the researcher easily to check an 

appropriate word in eleborating the topic. Besides, in drafting phase, 

reading and correcting are required to improve product of writing. 

In addition, drafting can be referred to first version of writing 

because the sentence of this process is often done on the assumption 

which will be changed later. A number of drafts may be produced on 

the way to the revising. 

                                                           
5 Ibid,p.21 
6 Kristine Brown and Susan Hood, Writing Matters,(New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 1989),p.14   
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As a result, the earlier steps to create perfect product writing 

are elaborating the topic using the appropriate term which have been 

listed and correcting to make perfection. In this part the researchers 

compose their writing in a good process and structure. 

c. Revising  

The researcher needs to read the draft which they produced. 

Perhaps the order of the information is not clear probably the 

ambiguous and confused text has been written. Eventually, the 

researcher has asked the reader to comment and suggest and reflecting 

and revising. So, the researcher revises his writing to make appropriate 

revisions. 

Revising is a prosedure for improving or correcting a work in 

progress. As the third and final in writing process, revising is a series 

of strategies design to re-examine and reevaluate the choices that have 

created of piece of writing.In revising, the researcher tries to make 

certain that readers can understand the messages. The researcher 

should check whether the logic of ideas is presented smoothy or not. 

Revision is a thinking process that occurs any time you are 

working on a writing project.It means looking at your writing with a 

“fresh eye”—that is, reseeing your writing in ways that will enable you 

to make more effective choices through out your essay. Revision often 

entails rethinking what you have written and asking yourself questions 

about its effectiveness; it involves discovery as well as change. 
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d. Final version  

Once researchers have edited their draft, making the changes 

they consider to be necessary, they produce their final version. This 

may look considerably different from both the original plan and the 

first draft, because things have changed in the editing process, but the 

researcher is now ready to send the written text to itsintended 

audience. 

Furtheremore, as indicated above, shows that the 

researchersmove back and forth between the stages of the process. 

This means the researchers plan, darft, and edit but often re-plan, re-

draft, re-edit till the final version really is the final version has the 

process reached its culmination.7 

3. Types of  Writing 

In writing is not only taught about the definition but in this study 

taught about types of types of writing, there are four types of writing as 

follows : 

a. Description  

Description reproduces the way things look, smell, taste, feel, 

or sound; it may also evoke moods, such as happiness, loneliness, or 

fear. It is used to create a visual image of people, places, even of units 

of time days, times of day, or seasons.8 Description is talking about 

                                                           
7  Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach Writing, (England: Longman 2004),p.5. 
8 George E. Wishon and Julia M. Burks, Let’s Write English, Revised Edition, 

Canada:American Book Company, 1980, p. 379. 
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how to describe something, for example describing someone, place, 

and things. 

Descriptive writing appeal to the senses, so it tells how 

something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and/sounds. A good description 

is a word picture; the reader can imagine the object, place, or person in 

his or her mind. 

b. Exposition  

Exposition is used in giving information, making explanations, 

and interpreting meaning. Exposition may be used to explain a process, 

that is to tell how something is made or done. 

The expository paragraph is one that presents a certain amount 

of information about a subject. In an expository paragraph, the 

researcher provides information about a particular subject. The 

methods of development in expository includes giving examples or 

illustration, supplying reasons, explaining a process, comparing and 

contrasting, defining, and classifying.9 Base on the definition 

exposition is about giving information, explanation, and to tell how 

something is made. 

c. Argumentation  

An argument is a sequence of statement called premises, plus a 

statement called the conclusion.10  

                                                           
9  Alhademi, The Students’ Staregies in Comfusing Descriptive Writing at English Study 

Program of State Islamic College of Palangka Raya, Sarjana pendidikan Islam, Palangka Raya, 

2010, p. 24. 
10  https:/www.google.com/the definition of argementatif.pdf. 9:12. 21 april 2016. 
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Argumentation is used in persuading and convincing. It is 

closely related to exposition and is often found combined with it. 

Argumentation is used to make a case or to prove or disprove a 

statement or proposition. 

d. Narration  

The narration is story writing. When you write a paragraph, 

you write about events in the order that they happen. In other words, 

you us time order to organize your sentence.11 

Based on the kinds of writing above, the only one used in the 

study is descriptive text, but the others kinds of writing are narration, 

argumentation, exposition is only as a support from this study. 

4. Characteristics of Good Writing 

It has been widely known that writing should be well-written. A 

good academic paper should have several aspects to give a better sense of 

writing product. There are three characteristics of good writing: 

a. Coherence  

A paragraph should consist of coherent sentences that are 

ordered according to principle. The sentences are made readers 

understand the paragraph easily. The sentence is put in order so 

that the reader can understand the researchers’ idea easily. 

In addition, in order to make coherence in writing, the 

sentences must hold together. It means that the movements of a 

                                                           
11 Alice oshima and Ann Hogue, Introduction to Academic Writing , third edition: 

Pearson Longman, 2007, p. 24. 
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sentence to another should be logical and smooth. To make writing 

more coherence, Oshima and Hogue declared that there are four ways: 

repeating key nouns, using pronoun, and using transition signals.12 

b. Cohesion  

Cohesion is another characteristic of the good paragraph. The 

supporting sentences connect to each other in their support of the topic 

sentence. Cohesive device is the method to connect sentence which has 

four important devices in order to make writing more coherent. They 

are connectors, definite articles, personal pronouns, demonstrative 

pronouns. 

c. Unity  

The last characteristic of a well-written paragraph is unity. 

Every good writing product should have unity which means that only a 

main idea is discussed in every supporting sentence. The researchers 

must consider thay they should not put other information which 

doesn’t directly have relation with the topic sentence. In addition, the 

researcher may write other information which is contrast with the topic 

sentence as long as it supports the topic sentece. However, if the 

researchers write too many contrast sentences, their writing will not 

have unity.13 

                                                           
12 Alice Oshima & Ann Hogue, Introduction to Academic Writing, (New York: Longman, 

1999), Third Edition, p.37-79   
13 Ibid,p.25 
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B. Concept of Descriptive Text 

1. Definition of Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is one of material that used in this study. 

Descriptive text is a text which describes person, place, mood, and situation. 

Descriptive text is also a text which describes something that appeals 

directly to the sense like Warriner said that descriptive paragraph is giving a 

picture in words that appeal directly to the sense (sight, sound, smell, touch, 

taste). The descriptive paragraph is normally full of vivid verbs and precise 

adjective.14 This study Descriptive text is very important because related to 

the problems that have been researched. 

2. The Example of Descriptive Text 

The Stairway 

When I was two or three years old, I lived in a house that had a 

strange atmosphere. I do not remember anything about the house except 

the stairway. It was dark, squeaking, and quite narrow, and its steps were a 

little high for me to climb up. From the bottom of the stairway, it seemed 

like and endless climb to the top. Beyond the darkness, at the top of the 

stairway, there was an elegant, middle-aged lady leaning against the wall. I 

had to pass her every time I went to my room, for my room was the first 

room beyond the stairs on the second floor. The laddy a beautiful dress wit 

a quilt pattern and a tinge of blue, her and her peaceful eyes stared at me 

every time I went up the stairs. As a carefully climbed up the last step, her 

                                                           
14 John E. warriner, English grammar and composition, new York: Harcourt, 1992, p.327   
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eyes become fixed on me. She didn‟t talk, nor did she move. She just 

stood there and watched me climbed up the stairs. One day I touched her, 

but she did not reach. Her face did not change expression, nor did she even 

blink. She just kept staring at me with her glittering eyes. Later we moved 

out of the house, and I never saw her again. Now I know that the lady was 

a mannequin. My aunt, who lived in the house, used it for her dressmaking 

class. I did not know my mother. Maybe I imagined that the mannequin 

standing at the top of the stairs was my mother. The stairs way with the 

strange atmosphere has an important place in my earliest memories.15   

C. Concept of Subject-Verb Agreement 

1. Definition of Subject-Verb Agreement 

One of important things in grammatical rules is subject-verb 

agreement. As we know that subject and verb are the important aspect in 

asentence. They are the main part of the sentence that cannot be separated. 

Subject-verb agreement is a specific rule that govern about them. .16 

The term “subject” can be define as a noun or pronoun that does 

an action, while the term “verb” can be defined as a word which shows the 

actions. Subject-verb agreement is one of grammatical rules that regulate 

the use of the verb form after the subject in a sentence. A verb usually 

comes after the subject in a simple sentence. It comes as a word or a 

phrase which contains a simple form of a verb, an adverb, an auxiliary or a 

                                                           
15 Alice oshima and Ann Hogue, Writing Academic English, Fourth Edition: Pearson 

Longman, 2008, p. 61.   
16 Sugihartono,The Students’ Difficulties In Applying Subjec Verb Agreement In Sentence. 

2010, p. 24.  
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modal. The form of a verb must agree with the form of the subject. A 

singular subject uses a singular verb and a plural subject uses a plural 

verb.17 Like pronouns, verbs also have three personas, namely the first 

person, second person, and third person. In each sentence, the person of 

the verb must match the person of the subject. 

First person : I am I drink 

Second person : You are you drink 

Third person : She is she drinks 

The first person subject is a pronoun that refers to the speaker or 

the researcher, it can be “I” and “we”. The subject of the second person is 

“you”, which is the person who is spoken to or addressed. And the third 

person subject refers to a person or thing except I, we, and you. It is the 

person being spoken of: he, she, it, and they. 

Like nouns and pronouns, verbs also have two numbers, singular 

and plural. The verb must match the number of the subject, both singular 

and plural. 

Singular : She eats 

Plural  : They eat 

In the first sentence the third person subject is singular, therefore 

the verb is also singular. In the second sentence, the third person subject is 

plural, therefore the verb is also plural. In other words, the finite form of 

                                                           
17 Slamet Riyanto with Emilia NH and Leila NH, A Handbbook of English, 2008p. 186.   
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the verb and the auxiliary form of the verb like BE, DO, and HAVE 

depend on the person and the number of subjects. 

So, the sentence that we make must be grammatically correct. This 

rule is usually become a common problem in simple present tense sentence 

because students are still confused in applying the subject and verb 

agreement rules. Besides that, the main factor that causing the errors is 

their lack of knowledge about the rules of subject-verb agreement. In 

business letter the tense that usually used is simple present tense, that’s 

why the common error comes from this rule. 

It can be concluded that subject-verb agreement means that the 

researcher must choose the suitable verb according to the subject which to 

be followed. The subject and the verb in a sentence must agree in person 

and number. The subject and verb must agree in number means that 

singular subject must be followed by a singular verb, while plural subject 

must be followed by a plural verb. 

2. The Rules of  Subject-Verb Agreement 

There are some points to note about subject-verb agreement 

according to, they are: 

a. Singular and Plural Verbs 

1. The subject and verb must agree in number. Singular subject must 

be followed by a singular verb, while plural subject must be 

followed by a plural verb. In the simple present tense, verbs must 



21 
 

 
 

agree with their number of subjects (singular/plural) and in-person 

(first, second, or third). The present tense ending -s (or-es) is used 

on a verb if the subject is third person singular. 

- The class is empty. 

- Diana is a smart student 

- Dave loves English lesson 

- The classes are empty 

- Diana and Dave are good students 

- They love English lesson. 

2. An uncountable noun takes a singular verb. 

- The water is getting hot. 

3. With a present-tense verb there is agreement, means that the finite 

form of the verb and the auxiliary form of the verb like be, do and 

have depended on the person and the number of subjects. 

- The chair is broken. 

- The chairs are broken. 

- The class has a phone. 

- The classes have phones. 

- The painting looks nice. 

- The paintings look nice. 

b. Singular and Plural Subject 

1. Two or more noun or pronoun which linked by and followed by a 

plural verb. 
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- Diana and Dave study in the same school. 

- Both my room and my sister’s room face 

due west. 

- Gramedia and Intermedia are closed. 

But when the two together express something that we see as a 

single thing, we should use a singular verb. 

- Bread and sausage was all we had. 

2. When two phrases are linked by or, the verb usually agrees with 

the nearest. 

-  Either Saturday or Sunday is OK. 

-  Either Mrs. Sara or her sisters are friendly. 

3. A phrase of measurement takes a singular verb. 

- Ten miles is too far to walk. 

- Twenty thousand seems a reasonable price. 

4. Titles and names also take a singular verb when they refer to one 

thing. 

- ‘Insiders’ is a very successful Spain Drama. 

- Romeo and Juliet is old romance story 

written by William Shakespeare. 

-  

5. A phrase with as well as or with does not make the subject plural. 

-  Diana, together with some her classmates, 

is walking to the upper floor. 
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6. After not only... but also, the verb agrees with the nearest phrase. 

- Not only Diana but also her friends are 

walking to the upper floor. 

7. If a phrase comes after the noun, the verb agrees with the first 

noun. 

- The little house between the coffee shops is 

empty. 

8. A phrase or clause as subject takes a singular verb. 

- By read all the books is the effective way to 

find the best references. 

- Reading the letters from my friends is 

exciting. 

9. After a subject with one of, we use singular verb. 

- One of the investment benefits is open new 

jobs opportunity. 

10. When a plural noun follows number of, majority of or a lot of, we 

normally use a plural verb. 

- A large number of letters were received. 

- The majority of people have complained. 

- A lot of people have complained. 

11. We use a singular verb after a subject with every and each and 

compounds with every, some, any and no. 

- Every pupil has to take a test. 
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- Each day was the same as the one before. 

- Everyone has to take a test. 

- Someone was waiting at the door. 

- Nothing ever happens in this place. 

12. But all and some with a plural noun take a plural verb. 

- All the pupils have to take a test. 

- Some people were waiting at the door. 

13. We use a singular verb after who or what. 

- Who knows the answer? ~ We all do. 

- What's happened? ~ Several things. 

3. Some Kinds of Subject-Verb Agreement 

Based on this research there are some kinds of subject verb 

agreement that will clarisifying. According Betty subject-verb agreement 

is divided into four parts as follows18: 

a. Agreement between subject and verb. 

b. Subject-verb agreement with using the expression of quantity. 

c. Subject-verb agreement with using There + Be. When expletive there is 

used, the subject follows be. 

d. Subject-verb agreement with using some irregularities 

In this study is not all about the kinds of using-subject verb 

agreement can used by the students, because from the number two and 

                                                           
18 Betty Scrampfer Azar, Understanding and Using English Grammar, Jakarta: Binarupa 

aksara. 1993, p. 221. 
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fours isdifficult to understand. Here there are some examples of the kinds 

of subject-verb which are often studied in the school of MTs MA’ARIF 02 

Kotagajah and to support of this research are number one and three : 

1. Agreement between subject and verb 

- My friend lives in Boston. 

- That book on political parties is interesting. 

- Growing flower is her hobby. 

- She goes to school every day. 

2. Subject-verb agreement with using the expression of quantity. 

Examples: 

- Some of the books are good. 

- A lot of the equipment is new. 

- Two-thirds of the money is mine.  

- One of my wives is here. 

- None of the boys is here. 

- The number of students in the class is fifteen. 

3. Subject-verb agreement with using There + Be. When expletive there 

is used, The subject follows be. Examples: 

- There is a book on the desk. 

- There are many girls in the street. 

- There were magazines in the library. 

4. Subject-verb agreement with using some irregularities. Examples: 

- The news is interesting. 
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-  Statistics is an easy subject. 

- English is spoken in many countries. 

Based on the kinds of subject-verb agreement above is not all the 

kinds of subject-verb agreement can be use by the students, because from 

the number two and four is difficul to understasnd. That often do by the 

students to make a sentence to be paragraph are agreement between subject 

and verb, subject-verb agreement with using There + Be. 

4. The Error of Subject-Verb Agreement 

An error deviates from accuracy or correctness. A mistake is an 

error caused by a fault: the fault of being careless or forgetfulness. 

According to Brown, errors are the noticeable deviations from the adult 

grammar of the native speaker, reflecting the inter-language competence of 

the learner. 

Lane and Langan also point out that a subject-verb agreement error 

is an error in which the form of a verb does not fit grammatically with the 

subject. Besides, Lane and Langan stated that the most often errors of 

subject-verb agreement made by the students are: 

1) The third-person singular has been incorrectly formed in the present 

tense. 

2) The subject and verb do not agree when words come between them. 

3) The verb in a relative clause does not agree with the noun that the 

clause changes. 
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4) The subject and verb do not agree when a gerund or infinitive is the 

subject of the verb. 

5) The subject and verb do not agree when the clause or sentence begins 

with there is or there are. 

6) The subject and verb do not agree following the words one of the 

D. Concept of Error Analysis 

1. The Definition of Error 

Sometimes, in the learning process, students often make some 

errors. Errors can be seen as the product of learning. Error may occur 

because the learner lacks knowledge. Brown stated that an error is a 

noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker, reflects the 

competence of the learner.19 It means that the error comes from the 

learners‟ competence.  

The errors are part of the learner‟s interlingual, which is the 

language version that the learner has at any stage of development, and is 

constantly being reshaped as he or she strives to become fully proficient. It 

can be concluded that the errors made by learners are part of the learning 

process. 

                                                           
19 H. Douglas Brown. Principle of language learning and teaching 5th Edition. (New 

York: Pearson Education, Inc, 2007). 258 
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2. The Definition of Error Analysis 

The study of error is called error analysis. It is according to Brown, 

error analysis is when the learners make errors and these errors can be 

observed, analysing, led to a surge of study of learners‟ error.20 

Error analysis is a procedure used by researcher and teachers, 

which includes sample collection language learners, the introduction of 

errors contained in the simple, the description of errors, the classification 

based on the causes that have been hypothesized, as well as evaluating its 

seriousness. 

Based on the statement above, it can be concluded that error 

analysis is the procedure to analyse and describe the errors made by the 

learners. In this case, it is also to check how many students made errors in 

using subject-verb agreement on descriptive text. 

3. The Definition of Mistake 

Mistakes are student errors based on false assumptions or not using 

known systems. This means that students actually know, understand and 

understand certain patterns when using the language they are using, 

however due to "glide on the tip of the tongue" (unvoiced), irregular 

grammar, memory errors, and even physical factors such as fatigue and 

uncontrollable emotions. 

                                                           
20 Ibid. 259   
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4. The Difference Between Error and Mistake 

It is important to know the difference between errors and 

mistakes, because mistakes made are based on two different conditions. 

Mistakes are caused by "performance errors" and errors are caused by 

"capacity errors". The way to distinguish the implementation of this 

method is to check the error with the student concerned again. If he can 

identify and correct the mistake he made, it means that the mistake he 

made is an "error in execution", which means that the mistake is a mistake. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

A. The Characteristic And Type of the Research 

There are many researches method that can be used in researching into 

scientific writing, either quantitative or qualitative. It is in line with the purpose 

of the researcher. Therefore, the cahracteristic of this research is descriptive 

qualitative because the research is describing the problems. 

This research is to analyze the errors subject-verb agremeent found in 

students of seventh grade . The researher wanted to analyze the errors subject 

verb agremeent found in students of seventh grade. It is surely more suitable 

using qualitative. Based on this explanation, the researcher decides using 

qualitative research to analyze the errors of  subject-verb agremeent found in 

students of seventh grade at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah. 

Basically, Qualitative research is one the research types that can be 

used in education scope beside quantitative and class room action research. To 

address a research problem, qualitative research is a method that the best suited 

in which we do not know the variable and need to explore.1 

The type of this research is case study. It has been generally received 

that case study is an activity in which the researcher inquires in intensity a 

phenomenon, an event, a program, one or more individuals.2  Furthermore, case 

                                                           
1  John W.Creswell, Educational Research: Planing, Conducting and Evaluating 

Quantitative and Qualitative research, (USA: Person,2012), Fourth edition,p.16 
2 John W. Creswell, Research Design qualitative,quantitative, and mixed methods 

approaches, (california:Sage Publicatio,2003), second edition,p.17.  
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study is a clear and specific analysis of a case with a bounded system. A bound 

system means that the case would be limited by place and time. 

B. Data Source  

In this study, according to Donald, source into two item, such as: 

primary and secondary sources. The primary are original documents 

(correspondence, diaries, reports, etc), relics, remains, or artifacts. These are 

the direct outcomes of events or the records of participants. Moreover, the 

secondary sources, the mind nonobserver comes between the event and the user 

of the record. Common examples of secondary sources are history books, 

article in encyclopedia, and reviews of research. Historians seek to employ 

primary sources whenever possible.3 

Based on the statement above, the primary source of this research got 

from the teacher’s document about students’ assignment to write descriptive 

text of  class seven A at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah. Moreover, the 

secondary source is information about students’ understanding about subject-

verb agreement and the use of it is taken from the interview result that had been 

done by the researcher to the students of the seventh grade at MTs MA’ARIF 

02 Kotagajah. 

C. Data Collection Technique  

In conducting this study, the researcher selects several writing 

descriptive texts  of seventh grade at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah in the 

                                                           
3 Donald Ary et al, Introduction to Reasearch in Education,(Canada: Wadsworth, 

Cengage Learning, 2010),8th Edition,p.467 
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Academic Year of 2022/2023. Because the writings which had been made were 

in descriptive texts, the descriptive texts were taken from the task of students 

VII A that is write the descriptive text. 

Creswell said that “in many qualitative studies, inquires collect multiple 

forms of data and send a considerable time in the natural setting gathering 

information”. Therefore, the data will be gained through several techniques as 

follows: 

1. Documentation  

The documentation refers to a wide range written, physical, and 

visul materials, including what other outhors may term artifacts. Document 

may be personal, such as autobiographies, diares, and letters; official, such 

as files, reports, memoranda, or minutes; or documents of popular culture 

such as books, films, and videos.4 

Based on the statement above, the researcher gathered the data 

from the teacher that is the students’ assignments document in writing 

descriptive text and if it is not available, the researcher asks the teacher to 

create  an assignment about writing descriptive text to students of class 

seven A  at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah in the Academi Year of 

2022/2023. 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Donald Ary et al, Introduction to Research in Education, 8th Edition, p. 442. 
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2. Interview  

Interview occurs when researcher ask one or more participants 

general, open-ended questions and their answers. The researcher then 

transcribes and types the data into acomputer file for analysis.5 

In other word, open endeed question is the participants can best 

voice their experiences unconstrained by any perspectives of the 

researcher or past research findings. An open ended response to a question 

allows the participant to create the options for responding. 

In this step, the researcher conducted interview with ten students. 

Similarly, the researcher conducted the interview by asking ten students 

one by one. It is prepared to get information from the participants about 

their understanding of subject-verb agreement on writing. 

3. Observation  

Data collection using observation tools is a method of visually 

collecting information without the support of other standard tools for this 

purpose. Observation is the premise of all science. Scientists can only 

work on data, observation facts about the real world. This is intended to 

make it easier for researchers to conduct their research. The observation 

referred to in this study is direct observation of class seven A students' 

descriptive text writing  during English writing practice. 

                                                           
5 John W. Creswell., Educational Research Methodology4th Edition,p. 217 . 
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D. Data Analysis Technique 

This research applied the Miles and Huberman model to analyze the 

data that has been collected. The procedure is shown in the following figure: 

Figure 3.1 : The Component in Data Analysis ( Interactive Model) by Miles 

and Huberman6 

 

Data analysis using Miles and Huberman model was conductes as 

follows: 

1. Data collection 

It is the first in conducting the qualitative research. The researcher should 

gather the information as many as possible. In this case, the researcher 

gained the information from the students’ abstract of undergarduate thesis 

as the major data and also documents. 

2. Data reduction 

It is refers to process of selecting, focusing, simplfying, abstracting, and 

transforming the data that appear in written up field notes or transcriptions. 

In this step, the researcher collected abstract containing grammatical 

cohesion as the main object of research. 

                                                           
6  Matthe B. Miles at al, Qualitative Data Analysis,(London: Sage Publication Ltd, 

1994),Second Edition,p.10-12 
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3. Data display 

Data display is the presentation of the information that is done in short 

essay, draft, relationship among the category, flowchart and etc. The 

display should be able to describe the content of the entire the data. 

4. Conclusion 

Conclusion includes drawing and verifying. It is the process of elaborating 

with lengthy abstract and review of the conducted research. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULT RESEARCH AND DISCUSSION 

 

 

A. Research Result 

1. Description of Research Location 

a. Short History of MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah is a formal educational institution 

under ministry of religious affair. It is located on Pendidikan Street        

No. 07    Kotagajah, Central Lampung. The headmaster of this school 

is Drs. Hi. Muhibin, M.Pd.I. 

MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah was founded in 1970. Kyai Aminan 

was the one who struggled to establish this school. As stated by the 

headmaster who is the 4th child of kyai Aminan. This school was 

established to meet the needs of society at the time. 

b. Vision and Mission of MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

1. Vision  

 Optimal in performance. 

 Superior in character. 

2. Mission  

a. Enhancing the professionalism of teachers in the 

implementation of daily assignment 

b. Increasing the absorptive capacity/quality of education in 

accordance with the development of science and technology. 



37 
 

 
 

c. Improving the ability of the students in accordance with the 

conditions of the existing potential society. 

d. Operating the Islamic education so that it built up the students 

that have an Islamic outlook and noble. 

c. The Building Condition of MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

       Islamic junior high school Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah has building 

units that consist of: 

1. 16 classrooms 

2. 1 principal’s room 

3. 1 vice principal’s room 

4. 1 teacher’s room 

5. 1 administration room 

6. 1 cashier room 

7. 1 counseling guidance room 

8. 1 library 

9. 1 school health unit  (UKS) 

10. 1 computer laboratory 

11. 1 science laboratory 

12. 1 teacher’s bathroom 

13. 8 student’s bathroom 

14. 1 kitchen 

15. 1 warehouse 

16. 1 praying room 



38 
 

 
 

17. 1 ceremony yard 

d. The Condition of MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

a. The name of school : MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

b. The status  : Privat 

c. NSS/NSM  : 121218020074 

d. Address  : Kotagajah, Central Lampung 

e. Year of establishment : 1974 

f. Land area  : 7.275 m2 

g. Building area  : 760 m2 

e. List of the Teacher and Staff 

    This is list name of the teacher and staff of MTs Ma’arif 02 

Kotagajah: 

Table 4.1 

List Name of the Teacher And Staff of MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah 

NO NAME POSITION 

1 Drs. Hi. Muhibin, M.Pd.I Headmaster 

2 Drs. Junaedi Teacher 

3 Supriyanto  Teacher 

4 Dra. Sunarti  Teacher 

5 Ismail, S.Pd. Teacher 

6 Yulinar, S.Pd. Teacher 

7 Siti Choiriyah, S.Ag. Teacher 

8 Widiyawati, S.Pd. Teacher 

9 Dadi Desi Lestari, S.Pd. Teacher 

10 Ismiati, S.Pd. Teacher 

11 Asep Ariadi, S.Pd. Teacher 

12 Eka Rahmawati, S.Pd. Teacher 

13 Ahmad Ridwan, S.Kom. Teacher 

14 Ambarukminingsih, S.Pd. Teacher 



39 
 

 
 

15 Ahmad Syamsul Hidayat, S.H. Teacher 

16 Eni Solekhah, S.Pd.I. Teacher 

17 Samsul Indarto, S.Pd.I. Teacher 

18 Anton Yulia Rosyed Teacher 

19 Lilis Kurniawati, S.Pd. Teacher 

20 Siti Maysaroh, S.Pd. Teacher 

21 Siti Rohimah, S.Pd.I. Teacher 

22 Muhammad Miftahul Farid, S.Pd. Teacher 

23 Fitri Puji Lestari, S.Pd. Teacher 

24 Aminullah Tamimi, S.Pd. Teacher 

25 Wina Siti Purwaningsih, S.Pd. Teacher 

26 Kurnia Rahayu Rohmatillah, S.Pd. Teacher 

27 M. Badarrudin Hanif, S.Pd. Teacher 

28 Tri Permadi, S.Pd. Teacher 

29 Khoirul Anam, S.Pd. Teacher 

30 Idham Nurohman Teacher 

31 Susiyam  Teacher 

32 Yeni Astuti Sugianti, A.Md. Teacher 

33 Catur Prayuga Teacher 

34 Ahmad Luth Amirul Teacher 

  

f. Total of the Students 

 The Numbers of Students Islamic Junior High School Ma’arif 

02 Kotagajah: 

Table 4.2 

Total of the Students at MTs MA’ARIF 02 Kotagajah 

NO YEAR CLASS VII CLASS VIII CLASS IX TOTAL 

1.  2019-2020 144 156 186 486 

2.  2020-2021 190 147 150 487 

3.  2021-2022 163 187 143 493 

4.  2022-2023 149 167 179 495 
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2. Description of the Research Result 

This chapter discussed the result of the study which consist of 

some errors of using subject-verb agreement in writing in students’ 

descriptive text, and the reason for the students get problems of using 

subject-verb agreement in writing at seventh graders of MTs Ma’arif  02 

Kotagajah. 

a. The Errors of Using Subject-Verb Agreement in Writing at 

Seventh Grade of MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah  

  First, data were found out from the students’ assignment in 

writing a descriptive text about friend and animals. To get the point 

about the data especially related to the students’ errors in using subject-

verb agreement, it was declared by using the table. 

Table 4.3 

The Description of How Students Errors of Using Subject-Verb Agreement 

In Students, descriptive Text 

No Initial 

Example of Using Subject-Verb 

Agreement 

Correction 

1 HL “Cow is big animal. He have four 

legs and he like eat grass. Cow 

have different color. Sample is 

brown, black and white and other. 

Breeder usually loose cow into 

grass for giving he food.” 

The Cow is a big 

animal. He has four 

legs and he likes eat 

grass. Cow has a 

different color. For 

example, brown, black 
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She was error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 He have four legs. 

 Cow have different color. 

and white and other. 

Breeder usually loose 

cow into grass to give 

him food. 

 

2 AH “I’m have a rabbit very funny and 

fur dence, fur white color, and 

food a carrots. Eye very beautiful 

and eye color yellow”. 

 

She was error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 I‟m have a rabbit. 

  Food a carrots 

I have a rabbit. The 

rabbit is very funny and 

furry, it is white, and 

the food is a carrot. His 

Eyes very beautiful and 

his eyes is yellow. 

 

3 DP “I am have friend, name is Iki. He 

have body tall, he very cool and 

very funny and he very kind. He 

like study English. I am and Iki is 

best friend forever”. 

I have friend, his name 

is Iki. He has body tall, 

he is very cool, very 

funny and very kind. 

He likes study English. 
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She was error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 I am have friend 

 He have body tall 

 he very cool and very 

funny 

and he very kind 

 I am and Iki 

She made disagreement sentence. 

she did not understand about the 

subject and the number in English. 

She could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. 

 He like study English 

I and Iki is best friend 

forever 

 

4 AF “ I have a cat. Cat I so called 

Raya. She have four leg fur color 

white and she very like cat”. 

 

She was error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

I have a cat. My cat 

called Raya. She has 

four legs, the fur 

color is white and I 

very like cat. 
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know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 She have four leg 

5 DA “ I have friends he name is 

Muhaimin. Muhaimin like bread 

and like monkey. I shall visit to he 

place next week. He is clever but 

naughty. He was a pupil MTS AN 

NUR. Muhaimin have lived in 

Palangkaraya. He from 

Banjarmasin. Many boys home in 

Muhaimin and many rabbit home 

in Muhaimin”. 

 

He made disagreement sentence. 

He did not understand about the 

subject and the number in English. 

She could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. 

 I have friends. 

 Muhaimin like bread and 

like monkey. 

I have a friend, his 

name is Muhaimin. 

Muhaimin likes bread 

and likes monkey. I 

visit to her place next 

week. He is clever but 

naughty. He is a pupil 

of MTS AN-NUR. 

Muhaimin live in 

Palangka Raya. He is 

from Banjarmasin. 

Many boys in 

Muhaimin home and 

many rabbit in 

Muhaimin home. 

 

6 RD “ I am have bedroom. The color is I have a bedroom. The 
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blue and fink. In my bedroom 

there is table learn, wardrobe, two 

dolls, and mattress. I like my 

bedroom. My bedroom clean”. 

 

She was error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 I am have bedroom. 

 My bedroom clean. 

She made disagreement sentence. 

She did not understand about the 

subject and the number in English. 

She could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. 

 The color is blue and fink. 

In my bedroom there is 

table learn, wardrobe, two 

dolls, and mattress. 

She was error in using infinitive 

form. In this one, she added letter 

-s at the end of verb in the 

color of my bedroom 

are blue and pink 

in my bedroom there 

are table  learn, 

wardrobe, two dolls 

mattress. I like my 

bedroom. My bedroom 

is clean. 

 

 



45 
 

 
 

sentence which it subject was 

singular first person. 

 I likes my bedroom 

7 BS “ My mother beautiful and kind. 

She have curly hair, white skin 

and thin. She like queen. She have 

hobby cooking. Every day we 

always eat in house”. 

 

She was error in using auxiliary 

verb of to be. She did not know 

the function of auxiliary verb of to 

be in the sentence. 

 My mother beautiful and 

kind. 

 She have curly hair, white 

skin and thin. 

 She have hobby cooking 

My mother is 

beautiful and kind, she 

has curly hair, white 

skin, and thin. She is 

like a queen. She has a 

hobby cooks. Every day 

we always eat at home. 

 

8 PZ ” I live in Lampung. Lampung is 

beautiful city. There park,  

market, zoo and swimming fool. 

My favorite place zoo. I like bear 

in kum kum. The bear cute, black 

I live in Lampung. 

Lampung is beautiful 

city. There are park, 

market, zoo and 

swimming fool. My 
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and like eat fruits. Bear always in 

cage. I sad see bear”. 

 

He was error in making a 

sentence with using expletive 

there. In this one, he writes there 

did not follow be (are) 

 There park, market, zoo 

and swimming fool. 

Then, the error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the the function of the 

auxiliary verb of to be in the 

sentence. 

 My favorite place zoo. 

 The bear cute, black and 

like eat fruits 

favorite place is zoo. I 

like bear at kum kum. 

The bear is cute, black 

and like eat fruits. Bear 

always in cag. 

 

9 VA “ I have a cute bedroom. There 

table learning, mattress, 

cupboard, table,  and some of 

flowers on the table. My bedroom 

fresh, the wall green color with 

the flowers paint. I happy stay in I 

I have a cute bedroom. 

There are table 

learning, mattress,  

cupboard, table, and 

some of flowers on the 

table. My bedroom 
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cute bedroom”. 

 

He was error in making a sentence 

with using expletive there. In this 

one, he writes there did not follow 

be (are) 

 There table learning, 

mattress, cupboard, table, 

and some of flowers on the 

table. 

Then, the error in using an 

auxiliary verb of to be. She did not 

know the function of the auxiliary 

verb of to be in the sentence. 

 My bedroom fresh, the 

wall green color with the 

flowers paint. 

 I happy stay in I cute 

bedroom 

fresh, the wall is green 

with the flowers paint. I 

am happy stay in my 

cute bedroom. 

 

 

10 NF “ Dede is my young brother, he is 

seven years old. He is handsome, 

smart, and funny. He have tall 

body, he also white skin. Every 

Dede is my young 

brother, he is seven 

years old. He is 

handsome, smart, and 
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day he always disturb me. And he 

cry if angry. I love my brother”. 

 

He was error in using an auxiliary 

verb of to be. She did not know 

the function of the auxiliary verb 

of to be (number of subject/ 

person) in the sentence. 

 He have tall body 

funny. He has tall body, 

he also white skin. 

Every day he always 

disturb me. And he cry 

if angry. I love my 

brother. 

 

 

 

 

b. The Reason of the Students Get Errors of Using Subject-Verb 

Agreement in Writing (the Sevent Grade of MTs Ma’arif 02 

Kotagajah). 

In this point the reseacher describe some reasons of the students 

why got errors in using subject verb agreement. The data was found 

from interview the students. Based on the result of interview, the 

reseacher analyzed some problems that caused the students problem in 

learning English and applying the subject-verb agreement material in 

the text (descriptive text), they were: 

1. The students had limited vocabularies. It caused them were difficult 

in translating the text, because they did not know the meaning of 

words in the sentence. 



49 
 

 
 

2. The ability of students in mastering grammar was very low. It was 

seen that they did not know the definition subject-verb agreement. 

It caused them made problems in applying it in the descriptive text. 

3. Almost of the students were still confusing about the number in 

English. They could not differentiate between plural and singular 

form. It caused was made disagreement sentences because there 

was unsuitability between subject and verb. Only some students 

who understand the differences between plural and singular forms 

but they could not apply it in the descriptive text correctly. 

4. The students did not know about the kinds of sentences in view of 

its predicate. They did not understand the difference between 

verbal and nominal sentences and they did not know the function of 

to be as the verb (predicate) in the nominal one. It caused them 

made problems in using an auxiliary verb of to be in the sentences. 

They used it in the verbal sentences but they did not use it in the 

nominal ones. 

5. The students had low motivation in learning English. Some of them 

were lazy to study at home and seldom did his homework. They 

also never practiced their English in the daily communication. 

Based on interview above the students made errors in subject-

verb agreement and to solve the problems, the teacher was gave 

solutions to the students. 
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B. Discussion  

According to the result of a study in students writing and 

interviewed. Based on the data that has obtained, the study has found almost 

half of students in class seven A have unsuccessful or failed in the writing 

descriptive text. The study has done the interview to ten students that have 

problems of using subject-verb agreement in writing to get information 

clearly about problems generally in English subject and espesially in using 

subject-verb agreement in writing descriptive text. From the intreview the 

study has found the student’s problems in English subject espesially using 

subject-verb agreement in writing that there were some problems that caused 

the students’ problem in learning English and using subject-verb agreement 

material in the text(descriptive text).  

The students had limited vocabularies. It caused them were difficult 

in translating the text because they did not know the meaning of words in the 

sentence. The ability of students in mastering grammar was very low. It was 

seen that they did not know the definition verb agreement. It caused them 

made mistakes in applying it in the descriptive text. Almost of the students 

were still confusing about the number in English. They could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. It caused them made disagreement 

sentences because there was unsuitability between subject and its verb in the 

ones. Only some students who understand the difference between plural and 

singular forms but they could not apply it in the descriptive text correctly. 

The students did not know about the kinds of sentences in view of its 

predicate. They did not understand the difference between verbal and nominal 



51 
 

 
 

sentences and they did not know the function of to be as the verb (predicate) 

in the nominal one. It caused them made problems in using an auxiliary verb 

of to be in the sentences. They used it in the verbal sentences but they did not 

use it in the nominal ones. 

The students had low motivation in learning English. Some of them 

were lazy to study at home and seldom did his homework. To solve the 

problems English teacher gave solutions to suggested the students in the first 

year to memorized vocabularies. It was about word who had relation with the 

material in English learning. Prepare to teach them about tenses the subject-

verb and object. Then, always used S+P+O in Bahasa Indonesia and S+V+O 

in English. The teacher gives some vocabularies appropriate the material. So, 

the students could made a sentences because the teacher wrote the vocabulary 

on the white board. Prepares a media appropriate to the material. It made the 

motivation of students and makes the teaching learning more interested. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion  

Based on result and discussion of the study on chapter IV, there 

were some conclusions which could be seen as follows: 

The students had problems in applying subject-verb agreement in 

the sentences, they made disagreement sentences and made mistake in 

using an auxiliary verb of to be. They used an auxiliary verb of to be in the 

verbal sentences but did not use it in the nominal one. 

The causes of students’ problems in subject-verb agreement were 

the ability of students in mastering grammar was very low. They were still 

confusing about the number in English because they could not differentiate 

between plural and singular form. They also could not differentiate 

between verbal and nominal sentences because they did not know the 

function of the auxiliary verb of to be as the verb (predicate) in the 

nominal one. 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the conclusions of the study there are some suggestions 

that could be given for students, teaches and researches as follows: 

1. For Students 

a. The students should improve their memorization of vocabulary. It 

would help them to use the suitable words in the sentences. 
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b. The students should master the principles of agreement in order to 

apply it in the sentences easier. 

c. The students should understand to differentiate between plural and 

singular form as the basic of the agreement. 

2. For teacher 

For the English teacher should be good facilitators and 

motivators to the students interest in learning English. Based on the 

result of the study, the students had a problems in applying subject-

verb agreement in sentence. The teacher should give special exercise to 

improve the students writing. Beside that the english teachers should 

give additional homework to the students. 
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APPENDICES 1 

RESEACH INSTRUMENT 

DOCUMENTATION 

 

 The researcher asks the teacher for the students’ assignments document to 

write descriptive text. If it is not available the researcher asks the teacher to create 

an test about writing descriptive text to students. 
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WRITING TEST 

 

Name :  

Class : 

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT 

Direction  

1. This test is used scientific purpose only. It is used to know how is your 

ability in descriptive text writing. 

2. It does not influence your score in English. 

3. Thank you for your participation in doing this test. 

Instruction: 

1. Write simple description text about: 

a. Animal 

b. Friend 

2. The paragraph consist of 100-120 words.  
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INTERVIEW  

 

1. Sejak kapan kalian belajar Bahasa Inggris? 

2. Apakah kalian belajar Bahasa Inggris selain disekolahan, seperti 

mengikuti les Bahasa Inggris? 

3. Apakah kalian sering melatih kemampuan Bahasa Inggris dalam 

kehidupan sehari-hari? 

4. Apakah kalian mempelajari  grammar khususnya tentang subject-verb 

agreement? 

5. Apakah kalian memahami struktur subject-verb agreement? 

6. Apakah kalian kesulitan dalam menggunakan  subject-verb agreement? 

7. Jika iya, kenapa kalian mengalami kesulitan dalam menggunakan subject-

verb agreement? 

8. Apakah kalian dapat membedakan plural dan singular? 

9. Selain karena perbedaan tata Bahasa antara Bahasa Inggris dan Bahasa 

Indonesia, apakah ada kesulitan lain yang kalian temukan ketika menulis 

Bahasa Inggris? 

10. Solusi apa yang kalian lakukan ketika menghadapi kesulitan tersebut? 
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INTERVIEW  

 

1. Since when did you learn English? 

2. Do you study English other than at school, such as taking English lessons? 

3. Do you often practice English skills in your daily life? 

4. Have you studied grammar, especially about subject-verb agreements? 

5. Do you understand the subject-verb agreement structure? 

6. Do you have any difficulties in using the subject-verb agreement? 

7. If so, why do you have difficulties in using the subject-verb agreement? 

8. Can you distinguish between plural and singular? 

9. Apart from the grammatical differences between English and Indonesian, 

are there any other difficulties that you find when writing English? 

10. What solutions did you do when you faced these difficulties? 
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LIST OF INITIAL NAME 

 

Subject  : English 

Class/Semester : VII A/II 

School   : MTs Ma’arif 02 Kotagajah 

 

No Initial 
Example of Using Subject-

Verb Agreement 
Correction 

1 AHN   

2 AAF   

3 ADR   

4 AF   

5 BS   

6 BPA   

7 CA   

8 CAK   

9 DAP   

10 DAA   

11 DPS   

12 DAH   

13 FAS   

14 FDP   

15 FAM   

16 HL   

17 IAP   

18 LAN   

19 MAA   

20 NFR   

21 NA   

22 PI   

23 PW   

24 PZRR   

25 RDR   

26 RS   

27 SA   

28 SNW   

29 VAU   
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APPENDICES 2 

TRANSCRIPT WRITIN 
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APPENDICES 3 

TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW  
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APPENDICES 4 

DOCUMENTATION 
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