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AN ANALYSIS ON THE USAGE OF PREPOSITION ERRORS  

IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT AT THE EIGHTH GRADE OF MTS 

ROUDHOTUL HUDA MULYOREJO I NORTH LAMPUNG 

 

ABSTRACT 

BY 

DWI PUSPITA SARI 

 

Writing skill is the most essential subject matter for junior high school, the 

student can share the information and idea in writing form. Recount is a text that 

telling the reader about a story, action, some event or someone experience in a 

past. In recount writing there is preposition. Preposition is one of part of speech 

that applied in a sentence which followed by noun or pronoun. Preposition in 

recount writing must used correctly because preposition have very important 

fuctions to show the meaning of the sentence, if only the preposition change it is 

enough to change the meaning entirely. 

The research type is qualitative in the form of field qualitative. The 

primary goal of this research was to know what errors which are commonly made 

by studentson the usage of preposition in writing recount text. The researcher 

analyses 10 answer sheets of recount writing on the using preposition as her 

purposive sample. The data were collected by observation, interview and 

documentation. Miles and huberman model was used to analyses the data. 

The researcher result shows that there are still many errors made by 

students in writing recount texts at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda 

Mulyorejo I North Lampung. The errors were reduced by classifying them into 

two categories, namely errors on usage preposition of place and preposition time. 

After that, the researcher displayed all result of her finding. The result of analysis 

illustrated the frequency of errors in preposition of time 23% and preposition of 

place 77%. In conclusion, there are still many errors on the usage of preposition in 

writing recount text.   
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MENGANALISIS KESALAHAN PADA PENGGUNAAN KATA DEPAN  

DALAM PENULISAN RECOUNT TEXT DI MTS ROUDHOTUL HUDA 

MULYOREJO I LAMPUNG UTARA 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

OLEH  

DWI PUSPITA SARI 

Keterampilan menulis merupakan subjek paling penting bagi siswa MTs, 

siswa dapat berbagi informasi dan ide dalam bentuk tulisan. Recount text adalah 

teks yang menceritakan pembaca tentang suatu cerita, kegiatan, beberapa 

peristiwa atau pengalaman dimasa lampau. Dalam penulisan recount teks terdapat 

kata depan. Kata depan adalah salah satu bagian dari part of speech yang 

digunakan dalam kalimat yang diikuti oleh noun dan pronoun. Kata depan dalam 

penulisan recount harus digunakan dengan benar karena kata depan mempunyai 

fungsi yang sangat penting untuk menunjukan makna dari kalimat, jika hanya kata 

depan yang berubah itu akan merubah maknanya secara keseluruhan. 

 Bentuk penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif lapangan. Tujuan dari 

penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui kesalahan-kesalahan apa yang biasanya 

siswa lakukan pada penggunaan kata depan dalam penulisan recount teks. Peneliti 

menganalisa 10 lembar kerja siswa dalam menulis recount pada penggunaan kata 

depan sebagai purposive sample. Teknik pengumpulan data menggunakan 

observasi, interview dan dokumentasi. Model yang digunakan untuk menganalisis 

data adalah model Miles and Huberman. 

 Hasil penelitian ini menunjukan bahwa masih banyak kesalahan yang 

dibuat oleh siswa MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I Lampung Utara dalam 

penulisan teks recount, kesalahan pada penggunaan kata depan dalam penulisan 

recount teks yang dikerucutkan dengan cara mengklasifikasikannya ke dalam 2 

klasifikasi kategori, yakni kesalahan menulis preposisi waktu dan preposisi 

tempat. Setelah itu penulis menampilkan hasil temuannya. Hasil analisa 

menunjukan jumlah kesalahan-kesalahan preposisi waktu sebanyak 23% dan 

preposisi tempat sebanyak 77%. Kesimpulannya, masih terdapat banyak 

kesalahan preposition pada hasil penulisan recount text siswa.  
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MOTTO 

 

 

{٤الَّذِى عَلَّمَ بِالْقَلمَْ}  
      “Who teaches by the pen”.(Q.S Al-alaq:4) 

 

 

 

 

“A person who never made a mistake is never tried new anything” 

(Albert Einstien) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

Language is not only for communicating ideas to another but also for 

thinking and writing ideas. There are four skills that must be learned by all 

language learners if they want to master the language. They are listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. The primary aim of learning English is the 

students can make some writing to communicate each other not only in 

spoken language but also in written language. In the context of English 

language teaching as a foreign language in Indonesia, the teaching and 

learning English especially recount writing paragraph, and for understanding 

how to write paragraph in one of particular important.      

Writing skill is the most essential subject matter for junior high school 

because they must master writing. The student can share information and 

ideas in the written form. To write well, the people must have good writing 

capabilities too. One of the capabilities is grammar that is needded by 

students because they cannot ignore construction of language in order to be 

able to share their massage to another correctly specially in written text. 

Preposition are one of the parts of speech that apply in a sentence 

which is followed by noun or pronoun. According to Harmer prepositions is a 

word or group of words which is used to show the way in which other words 

are connected. Preposition as a medium how word or sentences meaningful 

sense. It can express meaning of place (e.g at the corner) and meaning of time 

1 
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(e.g before now). Preposition has been called the biggest little words 

in English. They are usually quiet short and insignificant looking, but they 

have very important functions to show the meaning of the sentences if only 

the grammar parts that must be mastered by students of junior high school. 

Nevertheless, not all students lay enough attention at preposition. It is 

still found errors on usage preposition in writing recount text by the eighth 

grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. It was found 

that many students still make errors of using preposition in writing recount 

text, especially in using preposition of place and preposition of time. Recount 

is one of genre texts, which is tought at the eight year students of junior high 

school. The purpose of a recount is to list and describe past experiences by 

retelling events in the order in which they happened (chronological order) and 

to entertain. 

It can be seen on pre survey conducted on March 21
st
, 2018. The 

researcher has conducted a pre survey at the Eighth Grade of MTs Roudhotul 

Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. The table below is the result of the pre 

survey: 

Table 1 

The result of student‟s written test os using preposition at the eighth grade of MTs 

Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung 

No.  Students Score  

1  AB 53 

2 DR 72 

3 DP 52 

4 DA 51 

5 EM 54 

6 SB 56 

7 TL 52 
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8 MN 63 

9 YA 50 

10 RY 54 

Source: The teacher archieves taken on May 15
th

, 2018.
1
 

Table 2 

Passing Grade Criteria 

No.  
Range  Frequency  percentage Category  

1 65-100 1 10% Good  

2 55-64 3 30% Fair 

3 10-54 6 60% Bad  

 Total  10 100%  

 

From the table above can be known that 10 students at the eighth grade 

of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung taken as sample in this 

pre-survey, in reality only 1 student who writing recount test is classified 

good and 3 students who their writing recount test is classified Fair and the 

last is 6 students who their writing recount test is classified bad. 

Based the explanation above, the reseacher assume that most of the 

students has lack understanding of preposition in writing recount text. The 

student did not understand how the preposition usage in text. 

In the fact, the students get difficulties in making recount text by using 

preposition. Preposition are functions in writing recount text. The student are 

not able to make recount text well. 

Based on the reason above the reseacher would like to conduct the 

title “An Analysis on The Usage of Preposition Errors in Writing Recount 

Text at The Eighth Grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

                                                 
1
 The Test Result of  Pre Survey Writing Recount Text at The Eighth Grade of  MTs 

Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung, on March 21, 2018. 
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Lampung in the academic year of 2018/2019”. The main goal of the research 

is analyzing students‟ errors in using preposition in writing recount text can 

be identify how many errors that made by the students. After knowing the 

students‟ errors be hoped can improve the student writing recount text 

especially in using prepositionof place and time. 

B. Research Question 

In line with the background of the study, the research question of this 

research are as follows: 

1. What types of errors make by the students in using preposition writing 

recount text at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

North Lampung. 

2. Why do students often make errors of using preposition time and place in 

writing recount text at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda 

Mulyorejo I North Lampung. 

 

 

 

 

C. Objective and Benefit of the Study 

1. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of this study aims: 
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a. To investigate the types of errors made by the students in using 

preposition writing recount text at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul 

Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. 

b. To investigate the reasons why the students make the errors of using  

preposition writing recount text at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul 

Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. 

2. Benefit of The Study 

a. Theoretical benefit, the result of study is expected able to give the 

positive contribution for the school and other to help in learning 

process of English. 

b. Practical benefit, there would be at least three kinds of practical 

benefit: there are for the students, English teacher and researchers: 

1) For The Teachers 

The result of this study is intended to become an input for them 

for the importance of giving more exercises about preposition and 

also can improve their teaching technique while teaching 

grammar especially in writing recount text. 

 

 

 

2) For The Students 



6 
 

 

 

The writer hopes the students would be able to improve their 

ability in writing especially on the usage of preposition in writing 

recount text. 

3) For The Researchers 

This result can be used as a reference of our experience to teach 

English for the future and other consideration to investigate the 

problem in a writing field and for further research.  

3. Prior Research  

First of all, the previous research is a under title “Error Analysis on 

the Use of Prepositions in Students‟ Writing  (A Case Study of the Eleventh 

Grade Students of SMA Negeri 9 Semarang in the Academic Year of 

2014/2015)” the journal was written by Drs. Suprapto
2
, M.  Hum, from 

English Department Faculty of Languages and Arts. State University of 

Semarang. The focus of this study is error analysis on the use of prepositions 

in students‟ writing made by the eleventh grade students of States Senior 

High School 9 Semarang. This study was conducted to find out the students‟ 

dominant errors on the use of prepositions in writings and to explain how 

students use prepositions in writings. The problems of this study are the 

students still confused in choosing the appropriate prepositions. Some of the 

students knew the function of prepositions but the students over generalized 

the information from target language in every structure of language they 

                                                 
2 Suprapto, undergraduate thesis “Error Analysis on the Use of Prepositions in Students’ 

Writing”, Semarang: 2014. 
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found. The students also tried to combine information from their native 

language (Indonesian) and second language they are learning (English).  

The result of data analysis showed that from 1002 prepositions found 

in 72 students‟ writing. There were 117 incorrect preposition usage or 

11.68%. The dominant error was the use of preposition of place which was 

66.67% or 78 errors. However, the students were able to use prepositions 

correctly because in general they could use the appropriate prepositions in 

their writing. 

In other research under title is “The Correlation Between Prepositions 

Mastery and Ability In Writing Recount Text of The First Year Students At 

State Junior High School 1 XIII Koto Kampar Kampar Regency” The 

research was written by Ela Novita Sari from Department of English 

Education Faculty of Education and Teacher Training State Islamic 

University Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau Pekanbaru 1433 H/2012 M.  This study 

was to find out the correlation between Prepositions mastery and recount text 

writing ability.  

In analyzing the data, the scores were analyzed by using Pearson 

Product Moment Formula by using SPSS 16.0 version. From the research 

findings, the score of Pearson Product Moment (r) is 0.306 and it compared to 

r table at 5%, (0.288<0.306). It can be concluded that H0 was rejected and Ha 

was accepted. The conclusion are that, there is a significant correlation 

between prepositions mastery and recount text writing ability at the first year 

students of State Junior High School 1 XIII Koto Kampar Kampar Regency, 
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the students‟ preposition mastery was categorized into enough level, and the 

students‟ Recount text writing ability was categorized into enough level too.
3
 

Based on the researches above, it indicates that preposition are crucial 

in writing process. The similarity with the research and the two previous 

researches above is the research focus on the use of preposition in recount 

writing.  

As a result, the researcher would continue a research in term of an 

analysis on the usage of preposition errors which progresses in writing 

product, especially in writing recount text at The Eighth Grade of  MTs 

Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung in The Academic Year of 

2018/2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3
  Ela Novita Sari, undergraduate thesis “The Correlation Between Prepositions Mastery 

and Ability In Writing Recount Text, Pekanbaru: 2012 
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  CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

 

A. The Concept of Preposition 

1. The Definition of Preposition 

Preposition has been called the biggest little words in English. 

They are usually quiet short and insignificant looking, but they have 

very important function. 

Wishon and Burks define that, preposition are always joined by 

nouns (or pronoun), they are conjuction that indicate the correlation 

between the nouns following them and one of the main component of 

sentences there are: subject, verb, object, or complement. They usually 

display relationship, such as position place, direction, time, manner, 

agent, possesion and condition, between object and other part of 

sentence.
4
 

According to Horby, preposition is a word or cluster of word such 

as in, from, to, out, of and on behalf of used before a noun or prenoun 

to show place, position, time or method.
5
 

Daniel Murphy suggest that a preposition is a word that conveys a 

meaning of position, direction, time, or other abstraction. It serves to 

relate its object to another sentence element.
6
 

                                                 
4
 George E. Wishon, Julia M. Burks, Lets Write English Revised Edition, (New York: San 

Francisco. 1980),p. 288  
5
 A.S Horby, Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary, (London: Oxford University Press, 

1995), p. 911 

9 
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Based on explanation above it can be conclude that preposition is 

on of part of speech that applied in a sentence which in followed by 

noun or pronoun. 

2. Types of Preposition 

The most of English preposition have several different and these 

may correspond to several different prepositions in another language.
7
 

It is difficult to use preposition correctly in a foreign language.  

Whison and Burks states that preposition can be classified in to 

some categories as follow: preposition of place, direction, time, 

purpose or reason, possesion, manner, or instrument, identification, 

distance, agent, material, and quality.
8
 

From description above, we can understand that there are various 

types of preposition. In this research the researcher focus on 

preposition of place and preposition of time. 

3. The Usage of Preposition 

a. Preposition of place 

1) At  

At is used for a place when the exact position is not very 

important:  

 He was standing at the gate. 

 We were waiting at the station. 

                                                                                                                                      
6
 Daniel Murphy, Schaum's Outline of English Grammar, (McGraw-Hill, United States 

of America, 1991), p. 119 
7
 Swan, Michael, Practical English Usage Second Edition,(Oxford University Press, 

United Kingdom, 1995), p. 444 
8 George E Wishon, Julia M. Burks, Lets Write English, P. 289-291  
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2) In  

In is used when the place is seen as having volume or area:  

 The dog was in the car. 

 My keys are in my bag. 

3) On  

On is used when the place is seen as a line or surface: 

 The cat sat on the table. 

 There was a picture on the wall.
9
 

b. Preposition of Time 

1) One Point of Time 

a) On  

On is used to a day of week or to a day of the month: 

 I saw him on Saturday. 

 I saw him on September. 

On as a preposition of time may be ommited: 

 I saw him Saturday. 

b) At  

 I saw him at noon (or night, midnight). (At is used to 

part of the day considered as a point). But: he heard 

strange noises in (or during) the night. (In or during here 

imply duration rather than a point). 

                                                 
9
 Elaine Walker, Steve Elworh, New Grammar Practice for Pre-Intermediate Student 

with Key, (England: Longman, 2000), p. 128  
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 I saw him at five o‟clock. (At is used to an hour of the 

day) Occationally, in informally usage at may be 

ommited: I saw him five o‟clock. 

c) In  

 I saw him in September. (In is used to a month) 

 I saw him in 1968. (In used with year) 

 I saw him in the morning. (or afternoon, evening). (in is 

used to part of day) 

 I saw him in the spring. (or summer, winter, autumn). 

(in is used to season)
10

 

2) Extend time, starting at one point and ending at another 

(duration)  

a) Since 

I have not seen him since Monday. (since gives the 

beginning point, if it is used with the present perfect tense, 

the end point is now). 

b) By  

I can see you by Monday. (By implies no better than, at 

any time up to this point). 

c) From – to (or until, till). 

I can see you from ten o‟clock to two o‟clock, a beginning 

point with from generally require and point with two. But: 

                                                 
10 Ibid. p.134 
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from now at (or from ten o‟clock at). I will study very 

hard; 

From then at I studied very hard. 

If only the end point is given, until is used – I cannot see 

you until five o‟clock. In speech, till is frequently heard.
11

  

d) For  

I can see you for an hour. (For gives a quantiity of time), 

it is usually accompanied by a number (I wait for two 

hours) or by an adjective or indefinite quality (I have seen 

hin for some time: he has been working very hard for 

many weeks). In informal use, for may be omitted before a 

number (I waited two hours). 

e) During 

I can see you during the week. (During give a block of 

time, usually thought of as undivided). 

f) In or Within 

I can see you in an hour from now. (in gives a quantity of 

time before which something will happen). 

The population has doubled in the last ten years. (In 

correspondent  to during, but is used with quantity rather 

than with single block of time. With a word like decade 

that denotes an expanse of time, in or during may used, 

                                                 
11 Ibid. p. 135  
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depemding at wether the time of is felt as a quantity or as 

a single block of time – the population has doubled in (or 

during) the last decade). 

3) Sequence of Time, even that follow one another 

a) Before  

I will see you before Wednesday. (The event follows the 

time given in the before phrase). 

b) After  

I will wee you after Wednesday. (The event follows the 

time given in the after phrase). 

Subsequent to is a literary equivalent of after. 

B. Writing Recount Text 

1. The Concept of Writing  

Writing is a common medium for testing knowledge in much of 

the world –including knowledge of the L2 itself, even within 

instructional programs that emphasize oral production. Writing is the 

most important productive activity for L2 learners to develop if they 

will use the language for academic purposes, or in certain types of 

service functions.
12

 It can be known that writing is a process that used 

to know second or foreign language learners‟ capability in the targe 

                                                 
 12

 Murriel Saville-Troike, Introducing Second language Acquisition, (New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2006) p. 163 
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language.
.13

  Thus, writing is the product of learning process that help 

the student in their instruction activity. 

One major theme in pedagogical research on writing is the basic 

organization process of writing. Result of the written product are 

thinking, drafting and revising. The compositional nature of writing 

has to produce writing pedagogy that focuses student to bring in ideas, 

how to control them coherently, how to function discourse markers 

and rhetorical convention to locate them cohesively to be written text, 

how to repair text for really meaning, how to correct text for suitable 

grammar, and how to result a final product.
14

 So, writing is the basic 

organization that focuses on student to bring in ideas, how to make 

cohesive and suitable grammar to be a good. 

Based on the statements above, the writer can assume that writing 

is bassically the process to express the ideas and the thought by using 

knowledge of construction and vocabullary to combine them in to a 

significant text. Writing is one of the extremely crucial aspects of 

english learning, by writing student can express and explore their 

ideas, knowledge, information, in writing extensively. Furthermore, 

writing is an activity to produce or reproduce useful written messages 

that are used the guidelines and the strategies of language. 

 

                                                 
13

 Jeremy Harmer,  How to Teach Writing, (England: Longman Pearson Education 

Limited, 2004), p.40 
14

 Brown H. Douglas, Teaching by Principle an Interactive Approach to Language 

Pedagogy, (San Fransisco Addison Wesley : Logman, 2000), p.335 



16 
 

 

 

2. Process of Writing  

There are three steps in writing process, according to Kristine as 

follows: 
15

 

a. Preparing to Write 

To make a planning in writing, there are three sources to 

help you locate an produce information in writing, they are: (a) 

memory (something we knew), (b) observation (something we had 

seen), or (c) research something we had heard someone say)
.
 

b. Drafting 

Drafting is a series of strategies designed to organize and 

develop a sustained piece of writing or procedure for determining 

whether the information you discovered during planning can be 

shaped into a successful piece of writing. 

c. Revising 

Revising is a series of strategies designed to re-examine 

and re-evaluate the choices that have created a piece of writing. 

3. Recount Text 

Recount is a text which retells events or experiences in the past. Its 

purpose is either to inform or to entertain the audience. In the syllabus 

of second grade of  junior high school, it stated that recount text is one 

of text that should be mastered by the second grade students. Recount 

is a reconstruction of something happened in the past. It is the 

                                                 
15

 Kristine Brown and Susan Hood, Writing Matters Writing Skill and Strategies for 

Student of English. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), p. 6  
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unfolding sequence of events over time and the purpose is to tell what 

happened.
16

 

According to Pardiono a simple recount text type can be defined as 

a kind created with the aim to provide information about the activities 

of the past.
17

 

In conclusion a recount text is a text that telling the reader about 

one story, action some event, accident, activity or someone experience 

in a past. The goal is to entertain. 

a. The Purpose of Recount Text 

The purpose of recount text is to list and describe past 

experience by retelling events in the order in which they 

happened (chronological order). Recount are written to retell 

events with the purpose of their informing or entertaining their 

audience (or both).
18

 

b. The Characteristics of Recount Text 

1) Generic Structure 

According to Pardiono the generic structure of a 

recount text consists of three parts; they are the setting or 

orientation, events, and conclusion.
19

 

                                                 
16

 Olla Refilda, Increasing Student Achievement in Reading Comprehension of  Recount 

Text Through SQ4R Strategy, (no publishing), 2012 .p. 12 
17

 Pardiono, Pasti Bisa! Teaching Ganre-Based Writing (Yogyakarta: ANDI, 2007) P.63 
18 Doni Ramli, A Research Journal, An Analysis on Students’ Errors in Writing Recount 

Text (Pontianak: Tanjungpura University, 2013), P. 2 
19

 Pardiono, Pasti Bisa!. P. 64  
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The setting of orientation is the background 

information answering who, when, where, and why. It is 

also where you give an outline of what you are writting 

about. Events are where you write about the things that 

happened and are identified and described in chronological 

order. The last, conclusion expresses a personal opinion 

regarding the events described. In other words this is where 

you bring your writting to a close by; saying how things 

went, saying what you felt about the things that happened 

or mentioning something which will or may happen later. 

2) Language Features  

Language features are needed in the creating of recount 

text. It makes easier when the students want to write the 

recount text. Words related to time called adverbs, for 

example yesterday, outside, last year, and so on. The 

words in 1901, on top of Mt Kosciusko are used to 

indicate specific times and places
20

. 

Language features are needed in the creating of recount 

text. It makes easier when the students want to write the 

recount text. According to Sue Stubbs there are several 

language feature in writing recount text such as: 

                                                 
20

 Sue Stubbs, Targeting Text, (Sydney: Blake Eductaion, 2010) , p. 9-10 
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a) Simple past tense is tense that is used in most 

recount text. The students tell about events or 

experiences that had happened. 

b) Correcting sequence events by using time 

connectives such as firstly, next, and finally are 

used to link separate events or paragraphs into a 

cohesive whole text. 

c) Words related to time called adverbs, for example 

yesterday, outside, last year, and so on. The words 

in 1901, on top of Mt Kosciusko are used to indicate 

specific times and places. 

C. Error Analysis 

1. The Concept of Error Analysis 

Errors analysis is the study and evaluation of these condition of 

being indefinite; its two main function being to allow the practitioner 

to estimate how large the condition of being indefinite and to help her 

or him to reduce them when necessary. Its mean that evaluation of 

mistakes she or he makes can be conduct by this way to analyze. 

Basically, errors the students commonly can be distinguished in 

two terms, they are mistake and errors. Brown assumed up that 

mistake refers to performance error that is either a random guess or a 

slip in that failure to utilize a known system correctly.
21

 It means that 

                                                 
21

 Brown H. Douglas, Teaching by Principle, P. 217  
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mistake has a more general meaning than error itself. Error is 

something more specific than mistake. 

According to Richard & Schmidt, Error Analysis had been 

carried out because of several purposes, namely: firstly it is utilized in 

order recognizing several strategies which is applied by the student in 

language learning; attempting to identify the cause of students‟ 

erroneous; obtaining some worth while information on the general 

evidently challengers may confront while in language learning 

process, at time, perhaps to be a tool to prepare of teaching 

materials.
22

  

2. Errors and mistakes 

It is important to determine between error and mistake for the 

sake of analyzing the problems faced by language learners and 

applying error analysis to solve it. Therefore, the researcher provides 

several definitions of mistake and errror as follows: 

a. Mistakes  

A mistake refers to a performance error that is either a 

random guess or a slip in that it is a failure to utilize a known 

system correctly. Native speakers are normally capable of 

recognizing and correcting such „lapses‟ or mistakes, which are 

not the result of a deficiency in competencebut the result of 

some sort of temporary breakdown or imoerfection in the 

                                                 
22

 Richard, J. C., & Schmidt, Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied 

Linguistics, (London: Longman, 2002), The Third Edition, P. 184  
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process of producing speech. Mistakes when attention is called 

to them, can be self-corrected.
23

  

Further, mistake is an inconsistent deviation that is 

sometimes the learner „gets it right‟ but sometimes wrong. In 

addition mistake is made by a learner when writing or speaking 

which is caused of lack of attention, fatigue, carelessness, or 

other aspects of performance.
24

 

The researcher conducts the mistakes may arise as a result 

of hesitation, slips of tounge, random ungrammaticalities, lack 

of attetion, slips of memory, anxiety of pressure of time, etc. 

These mistakes, which is not caused by the lack in competence 

but the result of some temporary disturbances or imperfection in 

the process of producing language, are normally can be 

corrected when both learner and teacher pay attention to them.   

b. Errors 

Error is systematic deviation, when a learner has not learnt 

something and consistently gets it wrong. In addition, errors are 

systematic deviations from the norms of the language being 

learned. 

Further, an error is a noticeable deviation from the adult 

grammar of a native speaker, reflecting the interlanguage 

                                                 
23

 Brown, Douglas, Principles of Language Learning and Teaching 4
th
 Edition. New 

York: Addison Weasley Longman. 2002. P. 216.  
24

 Ibid. P. 218 
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competence of the learner.
25

 Based on the definitons above, the 

researcher concludes that error is caused by lack if knowledge. 

1) Types of Errors 

According to Corder errors are that classified into four 

categories; 

a) Ommision 

Ommision is some necessary part of words, 

morphemes, or auxiliriaries that may be left out by 

the learner because of his ignorance as to how to 

produce correct words. 

b) Selection 

Selection is choosing wrong word forms.  For 

example, “Aisya is smartest than boby”, instead of  

“Aisya is smarter than boby”. The wrong word 

selection usually occurss in the selection of 

phoneme, morpheme, structure or vocabulary items. 

It happens when one word is substitude with another 

similar word. 

c) Addition 

Addition is the adding of some unnecessary or 

redundant parts of word, for instance, using both of 

modal and verb be or adding -s to nouns which are 

                                                 
25
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similar in forms for both singular and plural forms, 

or uncountable nouns. 

d) Misordering  

Misordering is an incorrect order of words in a 

sentence. As an illustration, “do not leave in the rain 

her waiting outside” where in the rain is incorrectly 

placed. 
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     CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. Types and Characteristics of The Research 

The researcher has been widely known that qualitative and 

quantitative methods are often used in a research of scientific writing. In 

this study, the researcher will apply a qualitative inquiry to sense the data, 

in which the data collected involves the genre of words or picture rather 

than numeric. Qualitative is essentially interpretive, it means that the 

researcher eventually will create interpretation of the data. 

       As cited in Carrie Williams explains Qualitative research can be 

described as an effective model that occurs in a natural setting that enables 

the researcher to develop a level of detail from being highly involved in 

the actual experiences.
26

 It can be assumed that by qualitative research, the 

writer will have more opportunity to do her research in many places she 

wants. 

The type of this research is case study. Case study often becomes 

contravention whether it is categorized to a research methodology or parts 

of quantitative or qualitative methodology. Although case study has been 

known for a long time ago, it often emerges problem whether the data of 

the research quantitative or qualitative. Referring to this phenomenon, Soy 

in Setiyadi considers that the data due to case study research can be 

                                                 
26 Carrie Williams, “Research Methods” in Journal of Business & Economic Research, 

(Grand Canyon University), Vol. 5, No. 3, 2007. P. 67 
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quantitative or qualitative. He emphasizes that neither term of sample or 

population is not familiar to be used in case study research. He also adds 

that based on historical review study case is tendency to qualitative 

approach. Completely he states that nowadays a lot of writers explicity 

graft qualitative aspect in case study research.
27

 

In this case the researcher assumes that case study is a research 

methodology not to generalize the result of the research. In either word, 

the term of case study refers to the method of the research to determine the 

subject of the research. The subject of the research is people or case which 

chosen in certain reason without using term of sample. Shortly, case study 

approach in a research is frequently used in qualitative research. 

      Regarding with the theory above, the researcher aims to investigate the 

error of English writing which would focus on use of preposition errors in 

writing recount text. The data source consists ten written sheets of students 

in the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. 

B. Data Source 

For collecting the data, the researcher would use two kinds of data 

source to present the research, namely primary and secondary data source. 

1. The primary data source is the result of ten students‟ writing 

recount text. 

2. The secondary data source of this research is everything that is 

related to this study that can support this research such as books, 

                                                 
27 Ag. Bambang Setiyadi, Metode Penelitian Untuk Pengajaran Bahasa Asing, Graha Ilmu, 

Yogyakarta, 2006, p.285 
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journals, articles, syllabus, English dictionary, and some relevant 

documents. 

C. Data Collecting Technique  

       In accomplishing the research, the researcher would use some 

instruments for gathering the data. The researcher presents instrument 

gathering the data are follows:  

1. Observation 

        Observation is the act of watching somebody or something 

carefully for a period of time, particularly to learn something. It is 

aimed to get some information directly from the field. In this case the 

researcher would apply observation in gaining information from the 

object of this research. That is about the use of preposition in writing 

recount text. 

2. Interview 

Interview is a purposeful dialogue. According to W. Gulo, 

Interview is the direct communication between the researcher and the 

respondents.
28

 To aim of interview is to gain something about the 

people, occurence, activity, organization, feeling, motivation, etc. 

Something on going based on the past experience 

3. Documentation 

According to John W. Creswell, there are several advantages of 

using documentation to collect the data. It gives the researcher to get 

                                                 
28 W. Gulo, Metodologi Penelitian, Gramedia: Jakarta, 2003, p.199 
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the language and words of participants and it represents data which 

are thoughtful in those participant give attention to arranging them.
29

 

In addition, Documentation is an instrument to gain the information in 

the form of written source or documenter, such as: books, magazines, 

daily notes, note, etc.30 it can be understand that the documentation is 

exceedingly helpful to collect data which need the research. 

Based on the statement above the researcher would collect the 

data from document of English students‟ writing recount text on the 

use of peposition in MTs Roudhotul Huda would take from the 

English teacher archieves. 

 

D. Data Analysis Technique 

       Analysis data in qualitative research is used when the data collecting 

is going on and data analysis is a process to get pattern or regular form. 

Whereas interpretation data is a process giving a meaning toward pattern 

or regularity which is finding in research. 

The process analysis data can begin with beating whole data is 

gathered from various sources of observation and documentation. 

       This researcher would apply  Miles and Huberman model conduct the 

following steps: 

 

                                                 
29 Ibid. P. 180  
30 AS Hornby, Oxford Advance Learners’s Dictionary P.391. 
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1. Data collection is the step when the researcher gathers all data which 

are used to complete the research. 

2. The researcher reduces the data he had gotten by summarizing and 

choosing specific things. 

3. To display the data, the researcher usually uses graphics, figures, or 

charts. The display should be able to describe the content entire the 

data. 

4. Lastly, the researcher verifies her research by making conclusion of 

data findings.   

 

Figure 1. Analysis Components of Miles and Huberman Model 

E. Research Approach 

        Research approach is the problem solving strategy of the account 

observation and accurate is conducted to organize the field fact and 

summary to take hold of understanding, explaining, predicting and 

managing the condition. In this research, the researcher will implement the 

qualitative research. Qualitative research focuses on analyzing the data and 

finally making condition about the data.    
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       The approach in this research is case study. “Case study is a method 

of exploring and analyzing the life of a social unit - be that unit a person, a 

family, institution, culture group, or even an entire community.”
31

 

The case study is used to give delineation about phenomenon in real life. 

The processes of conducting case study research plan commonly have 

some steps as follow: 

1. Determining research focus and problem formulation. 

The researcher focused on taking the data from the students‟ worksheet 

of writing test on middle term examination. 

2. Determining the case, ways of data collection technique and data 

analysis technique. 

3. Preparing the instrument of data collection. 

The researcher made research instrument to case collecting the data. 

To collect the data, the researcher used various preparations namely 

preparing the schedule of collecting the data and research instrument. 

4. Collecting the data. 

In this research, the researcher took the data from the students‟ score at 

the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda. 

5. Evaluation and analysis data. 

Evaluation is necessary to make sure that the data are complete and 

ready to interpret. 

 

                                                 
  31 Yogest Kumar Sign, Fundamental of Research  Methodology and Statistic, (India: New 
Age International Publisher, 2006), p.148 
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6. Writing report. 

Creating the report is to simplify the data into summary then it will be 

handed as the requirement of strata 1 degree. 
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 CHAPTER IV 

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. Description of Research Setting 

The descriptive location of the research has taken by the researcher 

with using the data collecting method. There are many descriptions about 

location of the research such as: The history of MTs Roudhotul Huda 

Mulyorejo I North Lampung, the condition of teacher and official 

employees, the profil of school, vision, mission and aim, facilities and 

condition of students of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung. 

1. The Historical of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung 

Madarasah Tsanawiyah Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung, was established since 1990 and has wide about 2.500 m
2
. it 

is located at Mulyorejo I district of Bunga Mayang, North Lampung. 

The The status accreditation of  Mts Roudhotul Huda is "C".  

 Under the auspices of a private educational institution, which is 

addressed in Mulyorejo I Village, district of Bunga Mayang, North 

Lampung, Lampung Province. MTs Roudhotul Huda Educational 

Foundation currently led by K.H.Bukhori and Mr. Triswanto,S.Pd has 

been the principal of MTs Roudhotul Huda since from July 16
th

 2012 

until now. 

31 
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2. The Profil of School 

a. Name of school  : MTs Roudhotul Huda 

b. Accreditation   : “C” 

c. Addres    : Jalan Raya Pasar No.17 Mulyorejo 

I subdistrict of Bunga Mayang, North Lampung. 

d. Headmaster   : Triswanto,S.Pd 

3. Vision, Mission and Aim of MTs Roudhotul Huda 

a. Vision of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

“The realization of school who are faithful, knowledgeable, 

charitable, fearful and populist”. 

b.  Mission of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

1) Improve implementation of education. 

2) Improve the implementation of guidance and counseling. 

3) Enhancing the relationship between student and society. 

4) Improve Administration, Madrasah Households, Libraries and 

Laboratories. 

c. The aim of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

1) Realization of madrasas citizens who have Islamic knowledge 

and are firm in faith. 

2) Accustomed to obeying worship and charity.  

3) The creation of an Islamic madrasas environment, full of 

affection among others 

4) Implementation of the optimal learning process 
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5) Implementation of madrasa rules for teachers and students 

6) Excellent in competition for entering the MA / SMA / SMK 

level. 

7) Excellent in the Application of Science and Technology, 

especially in the Field of Science and Mathematics. 

8) Excellent in Sports, Arts, PMR and Scout competitions. 

9) Excellent in Religious Activities and Madrasah Concerns. 

10) Excellent in obtaining the value of the Computer Based 

National Examination (UNBK). 

11) Superior in Hygiene and Greening of Madrasas 

4. The Condition of Teacher and Official Employees 

The number of teachers and official employees in MTs Roudhotul 

Huda Mulyorejo I North  Lampung in academic year 2018/2019 that 

can be identify as follows: 

Table 3 

The Condition of Teachers and Official Employees in MTs 

Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I  North Lampung. 

NO. NAME OCCUPATION 

1.  Triswanto, S.Pd Headmaster  

2.  Rusiyanto,S.Pd Mathematic Teacher 

3.  Agus Sulistiyo Hadi,S.Pd.I English Teacher 

4.  H. Wakijan,S.Pd.I Commite  

5.  Selamet  Science Teacher 

6.  H. Bukhori Arabic Teacher 

7.  Maryono Social Teacher 

8.  Syafi‟i PKN Teacher 

9.  Sigit Prasetyo,S.Pd Indonesia Teacher 

10.  Hendras Prasetyo, S.Pd Social Teacher 

11.  Ahmad Imron, S.Pd Fiqih Teacher 

12.  Esti Komariyah, S.Pd Science Teacher 

13.  Era Indah, S.Pd English Teacher 
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14.  Lilis Apriani, S.Pd.I Art Teacher 

15.  Dwi Martiningsih, S.Pd BK Teacher 

16.  M. Lutfi Aziz Sport Teacher 

17.  Dwi Agus F Lampung Teacher 

18.  Suryono Qur‟an Hadist Teacher 

  Source: Documentation of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo 

I North Lampung. 

 

 MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung has profesional 

teachers and officers from various universities and also from various 

level education. This is due to a better quality of the graduates of MTs 

Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung. Therefore, selected 

teachers and officers are very helpful in teaching learning procces.   

5. Facilities in MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

The facilities of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung 

have rooms division and building, there are: 

    Table 4 

The Facilities in MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung 

No. Facilities Quantity Condition 

1. Headmaster Room 1 Good 

2. Teacher Room 1 Good 

3. Administration Room 1 Good 

4. Classrooms 6 Good 

5. Computer Laboratory 1 Good 

6. Science Laboratory 1 Good 

7. Language Laboratory 1 Good 

8. Multipurpose Hall  1 Good 

9. Mosque 1 Good 
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10. Students‟ Toilet 7 Good 

11. Teachers‟ Toilet 5 Good 

12. Library 1 Good 

  Source: Documentation of data in MTs Roudhotul Huda 

mulyorejo I North Lampung 2018/2019 

6. Condition of Students in MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung 

  MTs Roudhotul Huda North Lampung in academic year 2018/2019 

consist of 138 person, VII class consist of 49 students, VIII class consist 

of 41 students, and IX class consist of 48 students. 

Table 5 

 Condition of The Students in MTs Roudhotul Huda North Lampung 

in Academic Year 2018/2019 

No. Class 

Sex 

Total Male Female 

1. VII 26 23 49 

2. VIII 26 15 41 

3. IX 26 22 48 

Total 138 

       Source: Documentation of data in MTs Roudhotul Huda 

Mulyorejo I North Lampung 2018/2019 

 

 

 

B. Description of Data Analysis 

The data of the research is the information collected by doing 

qualitative research. Qualitative is a research that explores a phenomenon 
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by describing it with non-numeric language in the context and scientific 

paradigm. Qualitative research is an approach that called investigation 

approach because the research collects data by facing and interacting with 

the object directly. It can be concluded that the data is conducting directly.  

In this chapter, the researcher specifically analyzed types of errors 

about preposition in recount text at MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

North Lampung and find out the reason why the students made errors. 

Researcher collected the primary data from the students‟ writing recount 

text at the eighth graders of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 

Lampung and interview result. The data were taken from ten students in 

class VIII. Then, the researcher classified the kinds of errors in using word 

preposition recount text. 

1. The Analysis of Student’s Writing Recount Text Errors 

a. The Detail of Errors in Preposition of Place 

Table 6 

Description on an error on the usage of preposition of place 

made by students: 

The Students’ 

Code 

The Errors in 

preposition of Place 

The correct sentences 

Std 1 1. ......in Kalianda 

resort 

2. Many firework in 

siger monument. 

1. .......at Kalianda 

resort 

 

2. Many firework on 

siger monument 
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Std 2 1. ......on field 

subdistrict Bunga 

Mayang 

2. ......claim in tree 

pinang 

1. ....at field subdistrict 

Bunga mayang 

2. .......claim on tree 

pinang 

Std 3 1. ....sell on the 
canteen 

1. .....sell in the 
canteen 

Std 4 - - 

Std 5 1. .....in Labuhan 

Ratu East 

Lampung 

1. .....at Labuhan Ratu 

East Lampung 

Std 6 - - 

Std 7 - - 

Std 8 - - 

Std 9 - - 

Std 10 - - 

Source: Documentation of data in MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo 

I North Lampung 2018/2019. 

 

Based on data above, the story tells about recount text. Actually, 

preposition are commonly used in the story. Many students are not 

adjusting related to the preposition. Students still used in to show a place 

when the exact position is not important, it should be used at, for example 

the the students prefer writing “in Kalianda Resort South Lampung” to 

“at Kalianda Resort South Lampung”. It is difficult to use preposition 

in a foreign language. 
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b. The Detail Errors in Preposition of Time 

Table 7 

Description on an error on the usage of preposition of time made 

by students: 

The 

student’

s code 

The errors in preposition 

of time 

The correct sentences 

Std 1 1. ......in 12:00 Am 

many fireworks 

1. ......at 12:00 many 

fireworks 

Std 2 - - 

Std 3 1. ....on year 2013 

2. ....on the morning 

3. ....on 13:30 Pm I 

start to help my 

father 

4. ....at the night  

1. ......in year 2013 

2. .....in the morning 

3. ....at 13:30 Pm I start 

to help my father 

4. ......in the night 

Std 4  1. ....in 06:30 I go to 

mosque 

2. .....at the night ... 

3. ...idul fitri on 2014 

1. ....at 06:30 I go to 

mosque 

2. ......in the night.. 

3. ....Idul fitri in 2014 

Std 5 1. In Thursday 8 august 

2013 

2. In Sunday I go to 

Kalianda resort 

1. On Thursday 8 august 

2013 

2. On Sunday I go to 

Kalianda resort 

Std 6 1. At the night of idul 

fitri celebration..... 

2. At the morning... 

3. In 04:30 Pm.... 

1. In the hight of idul 

fitri celebration..... 

2. In the morning.... 

3. At 04:30 Pm...... 

Std 7 1. On the night of new 

year..... 

2. In 1 January 2013.... 

1. In the night of new 

year 

 

2. On January 1, 2013..... 

Std 8  1. In 1 January 2013..... 1. On January 1, 

2013...... 

Std 9 1. In 17 August 

2013..... 

2. On year 2013.....  

1. On August 17, 

2013.... 

2. In year 2013..... 

Std 10 1. In 8 August 2013.... 

2. ......on the morning 

...... 

1. On August 17, 

2013..... 

2. ....in the morning.... 

  

The most English preposition saveral functions and these many 

correspond to several different prepositions in another language. At the 
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same time preposition have very similar usage (in the morning, on 

Monday morning, at night). The students prefer writing “in 1 january 

2013” to “ on january 1, 2013”. Based on the data above, there are many 

errors made by students on the usage preposition of time. 

The data above also represents what types of errors made by 

student in recount writing. The students are still difficult in using 

prepositions correctly. Generally, were found related to errors in 

preposition of place and time. It could be described the errors in 

constructing sentences as followed: 

1. Std 1, the total of errors there were 3, on the usage preposition of 

place the errors were 2, the errors on the usage preposition of time 

there was 1 error. 

2. Std 2, the total of errors there were 2, the errors on the usage 

preposition of place there were 2 and the errors on the usage 

preposition of time there were not errors. 

3. Std 3, the the total of errors there were 5, the errors on the usage 

preposition of place there were  1 error and the errors on the usage 

preposition of time there were 4. 

4. Std 4, the the total of errors there were 3, the errors on the usage 

preposition of place there were not error and on the usage preposition 

of time there were 3 errors made by stuudent. 
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5. Std 5, the total errors made by student there were 3, on the usage 

preposition of place just one error and the errors on the usage of 

preposition of time there were 3. 

6. Std 6, the total of errors made by student there were 3, there were not 

errors on the usage of preposition of place but errors on the usage 

preposition of time there were 3. 

7. Std 7, the total errors made by students there were 2, the errors on the 

usage preposition of place there were not error and errors on the usage 

preposition of time there were 2. 

8. Std 8, the total errors made by student there were one, the errors that 

student made just on the usage of preposition of time. 

9. Std 9, the total errors made by student there were 2, the errors on the 

usage of preposition of place there were not error and errors on the 

usage of preposition of time there were 2. 

10. Std 10, the total errors made by student there were 2, the errors on the 

usage preposition of place there were not error and errors on the usage 

preposition of time there were 2. 

Based on the description above, the highest errors the commonly 

made by students were on the usage preposition of time there were 20 

errors. The biggest errors on the usage preposition of time made by std 3 

and the total of highest errors were 5. The smaller errors the commonly 

made by student were on the usage preposition of place, the total errors on 

the usage preposition of place there were 6 errors. 
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2.  The Analysis of Student’s Interview in Recount Text  

To know the factor that caused preposition error in recount text, the 

researcher also used interview technique to collect the data. This 

technique is choosen to make the research effectively. The interview 

were distributed to the 10 students in class VIII. The list of interview 

consisted of 5 questions. The student response is presented bellow: 

1. Do you know about preposition ? 

AB     : Yes, I know 

DR     : Yes, I know 

DP     : Yes, I know 

DA     : Yes, I know 

EM     : Yes, I know 

EA     : Yes, I know 

FI     : Yes, I know 

HA     : No, I don‟t know 

LN      : Yes, I know 

MR     : Yes, I know 

  In this case, most of students answered that they know definition of 

preposition and just one student said that she did know. 

 

2. Do you know about recount text ? 

AB     : Yes, I know 

DR     : Yes, I know 
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DP     : Yes, I know 

DA     : Yes, I know 

EM     : Yes, I know 

EA     : Yes, I know 

FI     : Yes, I know 

HA     : Yes, I know 

LN     : Yes, I know 

MR     : Yes, I know 

  In this case, most of students answered that they know definition of 

recount text. So, researcher concluded that all of the students already 

understand about definition of recount text. 

 

3. Do you think using preposition in recount text is difficult ? 

AB     : Yes 

DR     : Yes 

DP     : Yes 

DA     : Yes 

EM     : No 

EA     : Yes 

FI     : Yes 

HA     : No 

LN     : Yes 

MR     : Yes 
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  In this case, most of students said that using preposition in recount 

text is difficult. Only two students who said that using preposition in 

recount text  is easy. 

 

4. Do you know about the generic structure of recount text ? 

AB     : Yes, I know 

DR     : Yes, I know 

DP     : Yes, I know 

DA     : Yes, I know 

EM     : Yes, I know 

EA     : Yes, I know 

FI     : Yes, I know 

HA     : Yes, I know 

LN     : Yes, I know 

MR     : Yes, I know 

  In this case, most of students know about the generic structure of 

recount text. It because generic structure is the important things to make 

good recount text. 

 

5. When the teacher teaches the material about recount text, do you 

understand the material clearly ? Give your reason ! 

AB     : No, I don‟t understand. I have not understood yet when the 

        teacher explained the lesson because the material do  not 
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        structured  well.  

DR     : Yes, I understand. Because when the teacher explains the 

        material, I already know about the generic structure of  recount 

        text. 

DP     : No, I don‟t understand. Because, I have not understood yet  

          when the teacher explained the lesson. So, I am still disoriented 

        to arrange English sentence. 

DA     : No, I don‟t understand. I am still confused because my lack 

        understanding in applying the rule of English grammar.   

EM     : No, I don‟t understand. My knowledge of English is poor and 

        and I do not understand when the teacher explains the material. 

EA     : No, I don‟t understand. Because, I often make English sentence  

        in Indonesian at first and then translate it into English. 

FI     : Yes, I understand. Because when the teacher explained about 

        the material, I remember and know about how to make a 

        recount text by using the generic structure of recount text  

        properly. 

HA     : No, I don‟t understand. Because, my English structure  

        mastering is low, so that it influences me to treat one pattern 

        of sentence same with another sentence that almost equal. 

LN     : No, I don‟t understand. Because, I am not careful to organize 

        English sentence. 

MR     : No, I don‟t understand. Because, I still do not understand with 
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        with the pattern in English sentence so it makes me lazy to do 

        the exercise.  

  In this case, so many answer that students gave in the list of 

interview. Most of students argued that learn preposition  so complicated. 

Most of student is still confuse with the material. But, only two student 

said that she is understand about the material.  
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C. Discussion 

Based on the data analysis result above, the researcher considered 

that so many usage of preposition in writing recount text. It can be 

reflected from their mistake that they have made in using preposition. To 

make it clearly in this research, the researcher presented the chart that 

represented the types of preposition errors is frequenly used in students‟ 

writing recount text as follow: 

Table 8 

The Frequency of Errors on The Usage of Prepositions in Daily Test 

Result 

No 

Code 

Types of Error on The Usage of Preposition  

Error in preposition 

of time 

Error in preposition of 

place 

Total 

of 

Error 

Std 1  2 1 3 

Std 2 2 - 2 

Std 3 1 4 5 

Std 4 - 3 3 

Std 5  1 2 3 

Std 6 - 3 3 

Std 7 - 2 2 

Std 8  - 2 2 

Std 9 - 2 2 

Std 10 - 2 2 

Total 6 20 26 

Percentage 23% 77% 100% 

  

The result of this analysis describe that fact there were some 

difficulties on the usage of preposition in writing recount text commonly 

made by student result. Out of 10 answer sheet of students‟ result taken 

from the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North 
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Lampung. The students misunderstanding about applying preposition in 

writing recount text. 

The researcher found the frequency of difficulties on the usage 

preposition in writing recount text are 6 errors in using preposition of time 

and 20 errors in using preposition of place. 

 

 
Figure 2: percentage of students’ errors on the usage of 

preposition in writing recount text. 

 

Based on the chart above clearly showed that the percentage errors made 

by tenth students on the usage of preposition in writing recount text. The 

total errors in percentage there were 23% errors made by tenth students on 

the usage preposition of place and 77% errors made by tenth students on 

the usage preposition of time. 

  In addition, the students make errors of using preposition; the 

students still difficult to use preposition correcly. It can be seen in 

23% 

77% 

Percentage An Errors on The 

Usage of Preposition  

error in preposition of place error in preposition of time
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students‟ interview number three, 8 of 10 students aswer that using 

preposition in writing recount text is difficult. 

  Lack of writing experience. The student should learn and practice 

more about the usage preposition correctly. For example in answer sheet  

students 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6. They often made errors than others. 

  Lack of strategy in writing performance. When the teacher teach 

about recount text many students argued that learn preposition so 

complicated. For example in students‟ interview number 5, most of 

students still confuse with material. 

  Based on the explanation above, the students make errors of using 

preposition in writing recount text at the egihth grade of MTs Roudhotul 

Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung because the students still difficult to 

use preposition correcly, Lack of writing experience and Lack of strategy 

in writing performance. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion  

Based on the result of data analysis, the researcher eagerly sould 

like to conclude this research. 

Based on the research questions, there are two research of this 

research. 

1. Types of errors made by students in using preposition in writing 

recount text at the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I 

North Lampung are follow: 

a. 23 % errors in preposition of place 

b. 77 % errors in preposition of time 

As a result, errors in preposition of time has the biggest number of 

writing recount text. 

2. The student make errors of using preposition in writing recount text at 

the eighth grade of MTs Roudhotul Huda Mulyorejo I North Lampung 

because some reasons, as follow: 

a. The students still difficult to use preposition correcly 

b. Lack of writing experience 

c. Lack of strategy in writing performance. 

 

 

 

49 



50 
 

 

 

B. Suggestion   

Considering the discussion of the research, the researcher proposes 

suggestion as follow: 

1. For the English Teacher 

a) The English teacher should motivate the students to be more active 

in English learning process by helping therm. 

b) The English teacher should add media to make easy the students in 

understanding the usage of preposition. 

c) The English teacher is suggested the students to increase their 

ability in writing recount text performance. 

d) The English teacher should understand the difficulties of students 

when they made recount text. 

2. For the students  

a) The students should enlarge knowledge about the preposition more 

in order to have good recount writing performance.  

b) The students are suggested to increase their mastery in preposition 

and writing performance. 

c) The student are suggested to increase their knowledge about 

preposition of place and preposition of time. 

3. For the researcher 

The researcher has to enhance her knowledge about preposition 

deeply in the way to support her research. 
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