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AN ANALYSIS ON THE STUDENTS READING SKILL IN 

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT AMONG THE EIGHTH GRADE AT SMP DARUL 

ULUM SEKAMPUNG 

 
ABSTRACT 

 

By :Rega Frans Andian 

 

This objective of this study was to know the students’ reading 

comprehension on Descriptive Text Among the Eighth Grades at SMP Darul 

Ulum Sekampung in academic year of 2018/2019. Therefore the researcher 

formulated a problem statement: How is the students’ reading comprehension on 

Descriptive Text Among the Eighth Grades at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung in 

academic year of 2018/2019?  

 

 This research was carried out at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung in January 

2019. This research used qualitative analysis design. The population of the study 

was the eight grade of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung in academic year of 

2018/2019. The total student in eight grade is 50 students. The samples of this 

research are 10 students. The researcher used documentation and interview in 

collecting the data. The documentation was used to take the data of the students’ 

results in reading comprehension in the Descriptive Text, whereas the interview 

used to know the students’ level of reading comprehension. The technique used to 

analyze the data was using John W. Creswell model. 

 

 From the analysis, based on the result of the data from the documentation 

and theinterview, it could be concluded that kinds of Reading skill in descriptive 

text among the eighth grades at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung in the Academic 

Year of 2018/2019 are the student fully understood the text and quested asked and 

answered correctly, the student understood most of what was asked text and 

question were only asked once, the student showed little comprehension of text 

and questions.. 
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ANALISIS KETERAMPILAN MEMBACA SISWA DALAM TEKS 

DESKRIPTIF DI KELAS DELAPAN DI SMP DARUL ULUM 

SEKAMPUNG 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Oleh :Rega Frans Andian 

 

 Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui pemahaman bacaan 

siswa pada Teks Deskriptif Di Kelas Delapan di SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung 

pada tahun akademik 2018/2019. Oleh karena itu peneliti merumuskan pernyataan 

masalah: Bagaimana pemahaman bacaan siswa tentang Teks Deskriptif DiKelas 

VIII di SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung pada tahun akademik 2018/2019? 

 

 Penelitian ini dilakukan di SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung pada Januari 

2019.Penelitian ini menggunakan desain analisis kualitatif.Populasi penelitian ini 

adalah kelas delapan SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung pada tahun akademik 

2018/2019.Jumlah siswa di delapan kelas adalah 50 siswa.Sampel penelitian ini 

adalah 10 siswa.Peneliti menggunakan dokumentasi dan wawancara dalam 

mengumpulkan data.Dokumentasi tersebut digunakan untuk mengambil data hasil 

siswa dalam pemahaman membaca dalam Teks Deskriptif, sedangkan wawancara 

digunakan untuk mengetahui tingkat pemahaman membaca siswa. Teknik yang 

digunakan untuk menganalisis data menggunakan model John W. Creswell. 

 

 Dari analisis, berdasarkan hasil data dari dokumentasi dan wawancara, dapat 

disimpulkan bahwa jenis keterampilan membaca dalam teks deskriptif di kelas 

delapan di SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung di Tahun Akademik 2018/2019 adalah 

siswa sepenuhnya memahami teks dan bertanya bertanya dan menjawab dengan 

benar, siswa memahami sebagian besar dari apa yang diminta teks dan pertanyaan 

hanya ditanyakan sekali, siswa menunjukkan sedikit pemahaman tentang teks dan 

pertanyaan. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is one of the most important things used by human in their life 

activities. It is the tool used to comunicate with each others in human beings’ 

interaction and it is used as a tool of comunication among the nations in all 

over the world. Every nation has each language. The nations have different 

languages to other nations, so they need same language to comunicate to each 

other. In fact, there are some international languages used in international 

relationship. 

 In teaching english as foreign language teacher must master and 

understand what the suitable technique to be used. Learning english with 

suitable technique can help the students to understand English material well. 

As widely known from axiomatic, there are four skills in english learning and 

teaching namely, Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. 

In the context of English language teaching in Indonesia, the teaching ready 

is very crucial. Reading is being an important skill for mastering English as a 

foreign language especially in english Departement. English students have to 

master reading for proving their performance in English. 

 Reading is one of the basic language skills that should be mastered by 

student from junior high school to university students. Reading is language 

skill that can be used to comunicate and to express with others in speak form. 
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So it is the basic skill that is very important for the students. Reading is also 

something crucial and contributive for the students, because the success of the 

study depends on how good their reading comprehension to get information. If 

their reading comprehension is poor, they are very likely to fail in their study 

or at least they will have difficulity in making progress. On the other hand, if 

they have good reading comprehension, they will have a better chance to get 

success in their study. 

In reality, the problem which is shows that eighth grades SMP Darul 

Ulum in the Academic Year of 2018/2019 have difficulties in their  ability to 

find out the main idea and to get specific information of  text. Moreover, there 

is no also something to motivate and encourage them to increase their reading 

skill. Therefore, the writer should find good way that can build the students’ 

interest on reading. As we know, if the students interested in learning that is 

given by teacher, they can understand the material easily. 

Based on the problem above, in motivating students to read and to 

increase the students’ reading skill, the writer chose Descriptive Text to help 

the students to increase their reading skill in text. Because by instruction the 

students descriptive text, the writer can motivate and encourage the students to 

read english text. To give a proof about the problems above, the writer has 

done a pre-survey toward the eight grades of SMP Darul Ulum. 

Learning process begins by giving the task to students to make a reading 

text based on the topic was given by teacher. The writer examines the students’ 

worksheet to find out the result of the text. 
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Table 1 

The result of pre test of reading skill 

No Students’ initial Score Criteria 

1 DTS 80 Excellent 

2 INWP 60 Fair 

3 MS 25 Poor 

4 MK 55 Fair 

5 MIA 45 Poor 

6 MMH 80 Excellent 

7 NPS 85 Excellent 

8 NDL 85 Excellent 

9 NKK 50 Poor 

10 P 45 Poor 

 Total 610  

 Average 569,5  

Source : The result of pre-test on February, 6 rd 2018 

 

Tabel 2 

The data of students’ Reading Skill at the eighth Graders of SMP Darul 

Ulum 

 

Class interval Frequency Percentage % Category 

80-100 4 19 % Excellent 

66-79 2 10% High 

56-65 4 19% Fair 

20-55 11 52% Poor 

Total 21 100 - 

 

Based on the result above, there is a proof that most of the students 

have low score in reading skill. The data pre-survey showed that 11 

students poor category, 4 studets fair category, 2 students high category 
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and 4 students excellent category. The grade minimum requirement for 

English is 65. It means that the students’ reading skill at the eighth grades 

of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung is still low because many students get 

score less than 65. 

B. Focus of Study 

Limitation is very useful for the writer to determine the problem that 

will be analyzed. In this case, the writer just analyse the comprehension of  

students’ reading skill in descriptive text among the eighth grades of SMP 

Darul Ulum Sekampung. 

C. Research Question 

a. What the presentages of the students difficulties are made by students 

in reading skill on Descriptive Text Among the Eighth Grades at SMP 

Darul Ulum Sekampung? 

b. Why the students have difficulties in reading skill on Descriptive Text 

Among the Eighth Grades at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung? 

D. Objective and Benefits of the Study 

Based on statement of the problem above the writer has some purposes are : 

1. To analyze what the presentages of the students difficulties are made by 

students in reading comprehension on Descriptive Text among the Eighth 

Grades at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung 

2. To analyze why the students have difficulties in reading comprehension on 

Descriptive Text among the Eighth Grades at SMP Darul Ulum 

Sekampung 
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1. Benefits of the Study 

a. For the Teacher 

As the teacher will improve their experience in giving reading skill in 

descriptive text to the students. The teacher can solve the problem of 

teaching and learning process by giving atention to the student’s ability 

in using descriptive text through the students’ reading skill. 

b. For the students’ 

As the students’ can understand and more fluently to read the text in 

using descriptive text before they going to leraning process. 

c. Giving the description of the difficulties in reading skill that faced by the 

eight grade junior high school. 

E. Prior Research 

The same Previous research in Julian Hermida, ” The Importance of 

Teaching Academic Reading Skills in First-Year University Courses “ ever 

reseached at Algoma University, Canada 3 September 2009. She focuses on 

reading skills. 

From her research, in The Importance of Teaching Academic Reading Skills 

in First-Year University Courses. As a result, most students use a surface 

approach to reading in reading academic reading materials. 

 The same Previous research in VirgianaA. Mann+ “ Reading Skill and 

Language Skill ” ever reseached at Bryn Mawr Collage 1994. She focuses on 

reading skill and language skill. 
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 From her research, in Reading Skill and Language skill in Bryn Mawr 

Collage, The results revealed that although the poor readers were not significantly 

different from good readers in performance under the optimal conditions, they 

made about 35% more errors when the words were partially masked. That this 

problem could not be attributed to some basic vocabulary deficiency could be 

seen from the fact that differences between children in the two reading groups 

obtained equally for high and low frequency words, and also from the fact that the 

subjects of our study had performed at the same level on the Peabody Picture 

Vocabulary Test (Dunn, 1959). It is also consistent with this observati.on that an 

interaction between reading ability and the effect of partial~masking was obtained 

with an analysis that covaried for the effects of age and 1Q. 

Based on the result research above, the purpose of the writer is different 

with previous research, because the writer will only analyze about students 

fluency reading skill in descriptive text. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED THEORIES 

A. Theoretical Review 

1. Concept of Reading  

a. Definition of Reading 

Reading is a process to convey the message or information. By 

reading, the reader will know what they read is challenged to response 

the idea writer. In order to make the message or information that comes 

from the writer can be understood and comprehended easily by the 

reader. 

According to Jeremy Harmer, reading text also provide 

opportunities to study language : vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and 

the way we construct sentences from the text paragraphs and text. Lastly, 

good reader text can introduct interesting topics,stimulate discussion, 

excite imaginative responses and be the springboard for well-rounded, 

fascinating lessons.1 

Furthermore, Sanggam Siahaan states that reading is one of the 

four language skills. In this categories include the area of an 

understanding or comprehending skill a text. Its category is a skill to 

comprehend text what we read and to get information in the written 

language.2 

                                                           
1Jeremy Harmer, How to Teach English,(Wesley Longman: Longman, 1988),p.68 
2Sanggam Siahaan, Issues in linguistic, (Yogyakarta:Graha Ilmu,2008),p.106 
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Based on the statement above, the writer conclude that reading is 

process of comprehending written symbols. In its process a reader 

construct the meaning the through his intereaction with text. The 

construction is ifluenced by several factors, namely: perceptual skills, 

decoding skills, experiental backgrounds, cognitive skills, and language 

ability. 

b. The Model of Reading 

David Pearson states that there are three models of reading as 

folows :3 

1) The Top Down Model  

Assume that the translation process begins with the print (in 

letter or word identification) and proceeds through progressively 

larger linguistic units, ending meaning.   

2) The Bottom-up Model 

Assume that the translation process begins in the mind of reader 

with an hyphothesis or guess about the meaning of some unit or print. 

3)  The interactive Model 

A reader begins reading both by generating an hyphothesis 

about meaning and by simultaneously initiating letter and word 

identification.  

From the statement above, the writer conclude that model of reading is 

a process of drawing and organizing of the text on our intelligence and 

                                                           
3P.David Person, Center of the study of reading, (Illinois: University of Illinois at urbana-

Champaign),1978,p.4-6 
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experience. This process to construct meaning and understand what is 

written in the text.The top-down models focused on working from meaning 

up text.The bottom-up model has a reader working from text to meaning 

(with a focus at word and setences level). The interactive model is 

combination among the top-down model and bottom-up model. 

2. Concept of Reading Skill 

a. Definition of Reading Skill 

Reading skill is an individual’s standing on some reading 

assessment. Skilled readers are those who score above some standard on 

this assessment readers of low skill are those who score below some 

standard. The substantive question is this. What are the processes of 

reading that produce variation in assessed reading skill this question is 

the focus here given that two individuals differ in some global 

assessment of their reading, what differences in reading processes are 

candidates to explain this differences. 

A skill is a combination of ability, knowledge and experience, that 

enables a person to do something well.4 It means that skill is the ability to 

comprehend the passage require the power of understanding the total 

meaning of the passage. A skill is something you do automatically 

without thinking about it and you do it the same way every time.5 

                                                           
4Boyatzis, Richard E and Kolb, David A. "From Learning Styles to Learning Skills: The 

Executive Skills Profile" University Press Vol.10, No.5, (1995) p.4. 
5G. Duffy, Explaining Reading: A Resource for Teaching Concepts, Skills, and Strategies, 

(New York, London: The Guilford Press, 2009). p.13. 
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Moreover, skill is widely regarded as a focus for analytical research 

and as a core object for policy interventions in the modern global high-

technology era.6Based on the definition above, skill is the ability and 

capacity to comprehend the passage from the text and to something well. 

Reading is regarded as one of basic skills in English which is very 

important to develop and build student’s knowledge and it is helpful to 

understand various written materials or textbooks. 

Meanwhile, William Grabe said that “Reading is a stategy process 

in that number of the skill and process used in reading call for effort on 

the part of the reader to anticipate text information, select the key 

information, organize and mentally summarize information, monitor 

comprehension, repair comprehension breakdowns, and match 

comprehension output to reader goals.”7 On the other word reading 

seems difficult skill for students because they have to transfer their 

mother language to the foreign language and have to comprehend it. 

Besides, Jeremy Harmer said that “reading also has a positive 

effect on students’ vocabulary knowledge, on their spelling and on their 

writing”.8 So reading can improve students’ knowledge.  

Furthermore, Patel and Jain reveal that reading is not only as a 

source of information and pleasurable activity but also as a means of 

                                                           
6Green, Francis. “What Is Skill? An Interdisciplinary Synthesis” (London. LLAKES: 2011), 

p.4. 
7William Grabe ,Reading in a Second Language Moving From Theory To Practice, (New 

York, Cambridge University Press, 2009),  p. 15 
8Jeremy Harmar, How to Teach English Second Edition, (England, Longman, 2007),  p.99 
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extending and consolidating someone’s knowledge.9 From the statements 

it can be assumed that understanding the text has a goal to enrich 

someone’s knowledge from many available sources. 

Based on the quotations above, it can be inferred that reading skill 

is a kind of exercise in teaching reading to know how the students 

understand about the text and read with pronunciation, accuracy, 

intonation well. 

Based on the statements about the essences of reading, the writer 

conclude that reading is a process that involves reader and text in order to 

understand the text as a source of information to extend someone’s 

knowledge and to achieve various purposes. 

b. The Measurement  of Reading  Skill  

 To know the achievement of reading skill should be measured use 

the assessment of reading. There are the measurements of reading skill 

according to Grenall and Swan, as follows:10 

Table 3 

           The Measurement of Reading Skill 

 

Aspect Category Indicator 

Clarity 

5 (excellent) Question and answers were 

clear and comprehensible 

4 (good) Question and answers were 

awkward at times but 

                                                           
9M.F Patel and Praveen M.Jain, English Language Teaching, (Jaipur: Sunrises Publishers 

and Distributors, 2008), p. 114 
10 Simon Grenall and Michael Swan, Effective Reading:Reading Skill for advanced 

students: Teacher’s Book, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994), P. 34 
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always understandable  

3 (Fair) Question and answers were 

awkward and 

incomprehensible to 

understand at times. 

1-2 (bad) All question and answers 

were  awkward and 

incomprehensible 

Voice 

5(excellent) Pronunciation, intonation, 

and accuracy was clear, and 

expression were used to 

enhance communication 

4 (good) No serious problems arose, 

but better pronunciation, 

intonation, and accuracy. 

Non-verbal communication 

could have made 

communication more 

efficient. 

3 (Fair) Some communication 

problems arose due to 

unclear pronunciation and 

lack intonation/accuracy 

and expression. 

Students may have beet 

difficult to hear and had 

problems to expression 

himself correctly. 

1-2(bad) Pronunciation, intonation, 

accuracy and expression 
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confused communication. 

Students may have been 

very difficult to hear and 

couldn’t express himself 

correctly. 

Fluency 

5 (excellent) Student noted as a 

facilitator, helping the 

conversation flow and 

develop. No pauses were 

present at all. 

4 (good) Some minor difficulties 

maintining the conversation 

were evident. There may 

have been a few pauses. 

3(Fair) Some effort was required to 

maintain the conversation. 

There may have been long 

pauses. 

1-2(bad) Much effort was required to 

maintain the conversation. 

There were many long 

pauses.. 

Comprehension 

5(excellent) The student fully 

understood the text and 

question asked and 

answered correctly. 

4 (good) The student understood 

most of what was asked text 

and question were only 

asked once. 
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3(Fair) The students showed little 

comprehension of text and 

questions. Question had be 

repeated 

1-2(bad) Students was unable to 

comprehend questions and 

text. Question were 

repeated more than one 

time. 

 

Based on the data obove, the writer will be researched about 

students reading skill, because a person’s level of reading skill is 

different. There is difficulty to understand the answer on question. 

2. The Definition Of Descriptive Text 

a. Definition of Descriptive Text 

A text can be any linguistic unit. It means that text is a group of 

entities, used as signs that are selected, and arranged by an author to 

convey a specific meaning to an audience in a certain context.11  Then, 

Halliday defines text is the means of exchange of meanings among 

societal members in the context of situation.12 It means that text have the 

form and the function. Text is the main printed part of a book or 

magazine, pictures, etc. Descriptive text is also in used in all forms of 

writing to create a vivid impression of a person, place, object or event.  

                                                           
11 Jorge J.E. Gracia, Texts, (New York: State University of Albany Press. 1996), p.9. 
12 M.A.K Halliday, Text and Discourse, (New York: Continuum. 1977), p.4. 
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Terminologically, there are so many experts that have the 

different definitions for description, but here the writer will take several 

definitions according to the experts as following: 

According to Troyka, he said that description are mastering these 

elements was crucial in writing which allows the students to explore 

thoughts and ideas and make them visible and concrete.13 In addition, it 

allows students to share interesting impressions of a person, a place, or 

an object surrounding them.  

Siahaan defines “description is a paragraph in which a writer tries 

to picture out an object to his readers.”14 It means that in a description 

type, the writer tries to make the readers to image or to visualize the 

object that the writer describes about. 

Furthermore, Wishon and Burks state “description gives sense 

impressions – the feel, sound, taste, smell, and look of things.”15 In the 

other words, description reproduces the way how things the feel, sound, 

taste, smell, and look. It is used to make a visual image of people, places 

or things. 

Moreover, in a description type, the writer tries to analyze and 

explain an object with a purpose to reveal out its aspects and their 

interrelationship vividly.16 It means that the writer tries to describe an 

                                                           
13 Troyka, L.Q... Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers. (New York: Prentice-Hall. 

1987). 
14 Sanggam Siahaan, the English Paragraph, (Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu. 2008), p. 119. 
15 George E, Wishon and Julia M. Burks, op. cit., p. 128 
16 Sanggam Siahaan, Issues in Linguistics, (Yogyakarta: Graha Ilmu. 2008), p. 217. 
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object which contains the relevant and details information so it can make 

the readers image the object clearly. 

 Based on definition above ,we can conclude that descriptive text is 

one kind of the text which used to describe a particular person, place or 

thing. Descriptive is saying what somebody look, smell, taste, feel, or 

sound by making a visual image of people, places or things with the 

relevant and details information and try to make the readers to image or 

to visualize the object clearly. 

b.  Components of Descriptive Text 

According to National Reading Panel, There are the five components of 

descriptive reading ability, as follow: 

1. Phonemic Awareness 

A phoneme is the smallest units making up spoken language, 

combine to form syllables and words. Phonemic awareness refers 

to the student’s ability to focus on and manipulate these phonemes 

in spoken syllables and words. 

2. Phonics 

Phonics is the relationship between the letters (or letter 

combinations) in written language and the individual sounds in 

spoken language. Phonics instruction, teach the students how to 

use these relationships to read and spell words.  

 

3. Fluency 
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Fluency is the ability to read as well as we speak and to make sense 

of the text without having to stop and decode each word.  

4. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary development is closely connected to comprehension. 

The larger the reader’s vocabulary (either oral or print), the easier 

it is to make sense of the text.    

5. Comprehension 

Comprehension is the complex cognitive process readers use to 

understand what they have read. Vocabulary development and 

instruction play a critical role in comprehension.  

In the other explanation , descriptive have several components, as 

we know that is important to comprehen the components of descriptite 

text. Then the writer would explain the component of descriptive text, as 

bellow; 

Descriptive text is one kind of the text which used to describe a 

particular person, place or thing. Descriptive is saying what somebody 

look, smell, taste, feel, or sound by making a visual image of people, 

places or things with the relevant and details information and try to make 

the readers to image or to visualize the object clearly. 

a. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 

  In other definition, Descriptive is a text focusing some 

specific participants that have several structural features make 
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different from other genres. In descriptive text consists of the 

following structures: 

1. Identification; identifying the phenomenon to be described. 

Beside, identification is the part of paragraph that introduces 

the character. 

2. Description; describing the phenomenon in parts, qualities, 

or/and characteristic. 

b. Language Feature or Characteristic of Descriptive Text 

 Descriptive text have some characteristic that we must 

know, there are characteristic in descriptive text, as follow : 

1. Using attributive and identifying process. 

2.  Relational process. 

3. Using specific noun. 

4. Using figurative language. 

5. Using simple present tense. 

 Based on the definition we can conclude ,that the  

 descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a thing is like. 

 The purpose of descriptive text is to describe a particular person, 

 place, or thing. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULT OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. Description of the Research Setting 

The descriptive location of the research has taken by the researcher by 

using the data collecting method. There are many descriptions about location of 

the research such as: The history of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung, human 

source, school activities, vision and mission, infrastructures and the number of 

SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung. 

1. Short History about the Establishment of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung 

SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung  is located on Sumber Gede Village, 

Sekampung district, East Lampung.   SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung has 

accreditation status of B and had been led by the following principals: 

2003 – 2005  : Fitriyanto, S.Ag 

2005 – 2009 : Drs. Sukiman 

2009 – 2010 : Afif Isa Anshori, S.Pd.I 

2010 – 2011 : Zainul Fu’at, S.Ag 

2011 – 2015 : Rajiyo, A.Ma.Pd 

2015– Sekarang: Ahmad Abroza, M.Pd.I 

 

2. The Buildings of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung 

SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung has following buildings: 

a. 6 Classrooms 

b. 1 Library 
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c. 1 Principal’s Room 

d. 1 Vice Principal’s Room 

e. 1 Teacher’s Room 

f. 1 Administration Room 

g. 1 Guides Room 

h. 1 Store Room 

i. 1 Kitchen 

j. 1 Bathrooms for Teacher and Principal 

k. 2 Bathroom for Students 

l. 1 Guidance and consult Room 

m. 1 School Health Service Room 

n. 1 Sport yard 

o. 1 Mosque 

p. 2 Canteens 

q. 1 Parking Areas 

 

3. The Condition of Teachers and Official Employees in SMP Darul Ulum 

Sekampung 

The numbers of  teachers and official employees in the academic year 

of 2018/2019 are 22 that identified as follows: 
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Table 4 

The Condition of Teachers and Official Employees in SMP Darul Ulum 

Sekampung 

No. Nama Sex Occupation 

1. Ahmad Abroza M.Pd Male Head  Master 

2. Arini S.E Female Ekonomy Teacher 

3. Drs Bahruddin Male Islamic Teacher 

4. Eni Sumaryanti A.Md Female - 

5. Ensi Dwi Eliawati S.Pd.I Female English Teacher 

6. Farhan Rodli S.Pd Male English Teacher 

7. Indri Restu Sestiani S.Pd Female Mathematic Teacher 

8. Kaseri S.Pd Male Indonesian Teacher 

9. Khamidin S.Pd Male BiologyTeacher 

10. Lilik Indrawati S.Pd Female Physics Teacher 

11. Nasrulloh S.Pd.I Male Islamic Teacher 

12. Nur Baiti S.Pd Female English Teacher 

13. Peni Astuti S.Pd.I Female Islamic Teacher 

14. Rajiyo A.Ma.Pd Male SD/MI Teacher 

15. Sakiran S.Pd Male Indonesian  Teacher 

16. Siti Saudah S.Pd Female Indonesian  Teacher 

17. Drs Sukiman Male - 

18. Sukiyatno Male - 

19. Sunarto S.Pd.I Male Islamic Teacher 
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20. Tatok Suranto S.Pd Male Mathematic Teacher 

21. Wiwik Khoiriyah S.Pd.I Female Islamic Teacher 

22. Zainul Mubtadi'in M.Pd Female Social Teacher 

Source : Observation Result in SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung on January 

08, 2019 

 

 

4. The Quantity of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung Students in the 

Academic Year of 2018/2019. 

The condition of students of state junior high school Darul Ulum 

Sekampung who are registered on academic year 2018/2019. 

Table 5 

The Quantity of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung Students in the 

Academic Year of 2018/2019. 

No. Class Girls Boys Mount 

1. 

2. 

3. 

VII 

VIII 

IX 

31 

27 

29 

28 

23 

29 

59 

50 

58 

    167 

Source: Observation Result in SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung on January 08, 

2019 
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5. Organization Structure of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung in the 

Academic Year of 2018/2019. 

Figure I 

Organization Structure of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung  in the 

Academic Year of 2018/2019 
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6. Location Sketch of  SMP Darul Ulum in the Academic Year of 

2018/2019 

Figure 2 

Location Sketch of SMP Darul Ulum in the Academic Year of 

2018/2019 
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Note  : 

1. Classroom  

2. Classroom   

3. Classroom  

4. Dormitory  

5. Dormitory  

6. Dormitory  

7. Classroom  

8. Classroom  

9. Classroom  

10. Audio Visual Room 

11. Office  

12. Dormitory  

13. Library  

14. Computer Lab 

15. Warehouse  

16. Toilet 

 

B. Data Description and Data Analysis 

1. Data Description 

The data of the research is the information collected by doing 

qualitative research. Qualitative is a research that explores a phenomenon 

by describing it with non-numeric language in the context and scientific 

paradigm. Qualitative research is an approach that called investigation 
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approach because the research collects data by facing and interacting 

with the object directly. It can be concluded that the data is conducting 

directly.    

In analyze the data, the researcher applied Creswell’s model. 

According to Creswell Qualitative research can be described as an 

effective model that occurs in a natural setting that enables the researcher 

to develop a level of detail from being highly involved in the actual 

experiences.  It can be assumed that by qualitative research, the writer 

will have more opportunity to do his research in many places he wants. 

In this research, the researcher analyzed reading skill in descriptive text 

at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung. 

The researcher conducted the research on January 08th, 2019 at the 

eighth graders of SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung. The researcher used 10 

students as the participants. In this research, the researcher used 

documentation and interview as the data collection method. The 

researcher analyzes reading skill in descriptive text. 

Regarding to the object of this research analyzed reading skill in 

descriptive text of result the eighth graders of SMP Darul Ulum. In this 

chapter the researcher describe the data that used as primary source. The 

data is gotten by the students’ reading descriptive text result. 

In this research, the result students reading descriptive text is used 

by the researcher to know the students’ reading skill of descriptive text. 
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The students must to read of  text based on their skill about descriptive 

text. 

Detail analysis of the data about the students’ reading skill of 

decriptive text is explain below: 

The text! 

My best friend 

I have a special friend. She is my classmate and sits besides me. 

Her name is Rohmi. Rohmi is a quite girl and very simple on the look. 

However, I really adore her. She is not only kind but also tough. 

  Rohmi comes from a very simple family. Her father is a pedicab 

driver and her mother has passed away. She has a younger brother. His 

name is Rahmat. In order to help their father, Rohmi and her brother 

work part-time to earn some money. Rohmi sells food during our class 

break, while her brother sells newpapers and magazines after school. 

One thing that I always admire about her is that she can manage 

her time well, and she always looks cheerful. 

Table 6 

The Result of Analysis 

 

No Name 
Aspect 

Score Category 
Cla Voi Flue Com 

1 R1 4 4 3 4 15 Good 

2 R2 3 3 3 2 11 Fair 

3 R3 1 2 2 2 7 Poor 
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4 R4 2 1 2 2 7 Poor 

5 R5 2 3 2 1 8 Poor 

6 R6 3 3 3 3 12 Fair 

7 R7 4 4 4 4 16 Good 

8 R8 3 4 4 4 15 Good 

9 R9 1 2 1 2 6 Poor 

10 R10 2 2 2 2 8 Poor 

 

 

To determine the category of researcher first look for the interval of 

used the formula as follows: 

interval =
highest value − lowest value + 1

number of categories
 

 

Next researcher classifies reading skills with 4 categories: 

Excellen, good, fair, poor. From the previous formula, then the interval 

obtained: 

interval =  
20−4+1

4
 = 4,25 rounded to 4 

The number of intervals for reading skill is the data from the above 

score interval is entered in the frequency distribution table as follow: 

Table 7 

The Table Frequency Distribution of Respondents Reading Skill 

 

No Interval/Score Categori 

1 17-20 Excellen 

2 13-16 Good 
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3 9-12 Fair 

4 1-8 Poor 

 

2. Data Analysis 

 

a) Analysis of the Results Table  

Based on the previous table, it is known that : 

For R1 The total score of 15 consists of: Clarity 4, Voice 4, 

Fluency 3, comprehend 4. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding Clarity is quite good and understandable, for 

voice has had a pretty good pronunciation and intonation, for fluency 

is still not too fluent in the reading and for comprehension has been 

Understand most of what is asked in the text. The overall reading 

skills of the respondent in the category  "good ". 

For R2 The total score of 11 consists of: Clarity 3, Voice 3, 

Fluency 3, comprehend 2. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding Clarity can sometimes not be understood, for 

voice is already good success but the pronunciation is still a lot of 

unclear and lack of intonation, for fluency is still not very fluent in 

reading and to Comprehension respondents sometimes can not 

understand about text and questions. The overall reading skills of the 

respondent in the category  "fair ". 

For R3 received a total score of 7 consisting of: Clarity 1, Voice 

2, Fluency 2, comprehend 2. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding the Clarity is mostly incomprehensible, for 
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voice pronunciation, intonation, accuracy, and confusing expression, 

students may be very difficult to read, for a lot of fluency long 

pauses and to Comprehension respondents sometimes can not 

understand about text and questions. Overall reading skills of 

respondents in category  "poor ". 

For R4 received a total score of 7 consisting of: Clarity 2, Voice 

1, Fluency 2, comprehend 2. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding Clarity is still difficult to understand, for voice 

pronunciation, intonation, accuracy is still less good students may be 

very difficult to read, for fluency many long pauses and to 

comprehension respondents Can sometimes not understand the text 

and questions. Overall reading skills of respondents in category  

"poor ". 

For R5 received a total score of 8, consisting of: Clarity 2, Voice 

3, Fluency 2, comprehend 1. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding Clarity is sometimes incomprehensible, for 

voice pronunciation is still a lot of unclear and lack of intonation, for 

fluency still many long pauses and to comprehension respondents 

less can Understand questions and text. Overall reading skills of 

respondents in category  "poor ". 

For R6 received a total score of 12 consisting of: Clarity 3, 

Voice 3, Fluency 3, comprehend 3. That means the reading skills of 

the respondent, regarding Clarity is sometimes not yet 
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understandable, for voice is already good success but the 

pronunciation is still a lot of unclear and lack of intonation, for 

fluency is still not very fluent in reading and to Comprehension 

respondents understood enough about text and questions. The overall 

reading skills of the respondent in the category  "fair ". 

For R7 received a total score of 16 consisting of: Clarity 4, 

Voice 4, Fluency 4, comprehend 4. That means the reading skills of 

the respondent, regarding Clarity is good enough and 

understandable, for voice already has a pretty good pronunciation 

and intonation, for fluency is good enough but there are minor 

difficulties and to comprehension respondents Understand most of 

what the text is asking. The overall reading skills of the respondent 

in the category  "good ". 

For R8 received a total score of 15, consisting of: Clarity 3, 

Voice 4, Fluency 4, comprehend 4. That means the reading skills of 

respondents, about Clarity can sometimes not be understood, for 

voice already has a good pronunciation and intonation, for fluency is 

good enough but there are small difficulties and to comprehension 

respondents Understand most of what the text is asking. The overall 

reading skills of the respondent in the category  "good ". 

For R9 received a total score of 6 consisting of: Clarity 1, Voice 

2, Fluency 1, comprehend 2. That means the reading skills of the 

respondent, regarding the Clarity is mostly incomprehensible, for 
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voice pronunciation, intonation, accuracy, and confusing expression, 

students may be very difficult to read, for the fluency of a lot of long 

pauses and To comprehension respondents sometimes can not 

understand the text and questions. Overall reading skills of 

respondents in category  "poor ".  

For R10 received a total score of 8 consisting of: Clarity 2, 

Voice 2, Fluency 2, comprehend 2. That means the reading skills of 

respondents, about Clarity is sometimes not understandable, for 

voice pronunciation, intonation, accuracy is still not good, for 

fluency still a lot of long pauses and to comprehension respondents 

sometimes can not understand About text and questions. Overall 

reading skills of respondents in category  "poor ". 

b) Analysis of Interview 

The second data is interview. In this interview, the writer gave 

ten question about reading skill in deskriptive. It had the aim to get 

third data. The list was the result of the interview test in ten 

respondents. 

Question: 

1. Do you like reading ? 

Answered: 

R1: Yes, I do like reading 

R2: Yes, I do it 

R3: No, I don’t 
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R4: No, I don’t 

R5: Yes I do 

R6: Yes I like reading 

R7: Yes, I do 

R8: Yes, I do 

R9: No, I don’t 

R10: Yes, I do 

2. Do you often read English text? 

Answer : 

R1: Yes, I do 

R2: Yes, I do 

R3: No, I don’t 

R4: No, I don’t 

R5: yes, I often read it 

R6: yes. I do 

R7: yes, I do 

R8: Yes, I do 

R9: No, I don’t 

R10: No, I don’t 

3. Does your English teacher ever tell you to read English text?  

Answer : 

R1: Yes 

R2: Yes she did it 
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R3: No 

R4: No 

R5: yes, she did it. 

R6: Yes, my teacher did it 

R7: Yes 

R8: Yes she did it 

R9: No 

R10: no, she didn’t 

4. is it difficult to understand English text? If so why? 

Answer : 

R1: No, it is 

R2: No, it is easy 

R3: Yes, because I don’t have good vocabulary 

R4: Yes, because of I don’t good enough in vocabulary 

R5: yes, because I don’t know about grammar and don’t have 

much vocabulary 

R6: Yes, because of vocabulary 

R7: Yes, because I don’t have good structure and vocabulary  

R8: no, it is easy. 

R9: it’s difficult for me to understand a text because I don’t 

have English vocabulary 

R10: Yes, because of vocabulary and structure 
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5. What will you do if you find difficulties in understanding the English 

text? 

Answer : 

R1: Ask to English teacher 

R2: try to asking to teacher or friends 

R3: looking for help like ask to friend or teacher 

R4: Asking to teacher. 

R5: looking for help to teacher or friend 

R6: looking for dictionary 

R7: looking for dictionary 

R8: asking to teacher 

R9: looking for dictionary 

R10: looking for dictionary 

6. What do you think about generic structure? 

Answer : 

R1: I don’t ever heard about generic structure 

R2: I don’t know about that. 

R3: I never heard it 

R4: I don’t know 

R5: I don’t know 

R6: I don’t know 

R7: I don’t know 

R8: it means structure text. 
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R9: I don’t know 

R10: I don’t know 

7. How do you find the main idea in the text? 

Answer : 

R1: try to reading and understanding a text 

R2: try to understand for the first 

R3: the one think that I know is reading 

R4: read the first paragraph 

R5: reading all of the text. 

R6: make to deep more understanding a text 

R7: I read the title of a text. 

R8: I read on first paragraph and last paragraph 

R9: I begin to understand first paragraph. 

R10: reading whole text 

8. What do you think about synonyms and give the example? 

Answer : 

R1: it looks like same meaning, for the example sky and earth 

R2: I ever heard it likes same meaning. 

R3: it is same as meaning, small and mini 

R4: the same as meaning. 

R5: same as meaning, small and mini 

R6: same meaning, 

R7: same meaning. 
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R8: same meaning, like mini and small 

R9: it same a meaning, like small and mini 

R10: the same as meaning. 

9. How do you to conclude contains about the text? 

Answer : 

R1: I don’t know how the way the conclude a text 

R2: I try to reading and understanding 

R3: I am used to reading 

R4: I don’t know how the way to conclude. 

R5: try to reading and understanding 

R6: I am used to reading 

R7: I am used to looking for main idea 

R8: reading first paragraph until last paragraph, looking for 

the specific that we want 

R9: understanding contains a text. 

R10: I am used to reading all of text. 

10. How do you to find specific information? 

Answer : 

R1: I used to reading all text. 

R2: just the reading 

R3: I am used to reading 

R4: I read scrutiny. 

R5: I am used to reading and understanding 
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R6: looking for important point 

R7: see story plot 

R8: read all of the text. 

R9: try to understanding a story. 

R10: read whole a story. 

Based on the data interview above, it can be concluded that most of 

the students have same difficulties on reading skill, such as, lack of 

motivation from within students to read, the students rarely practice 

reading, the students don’t know meaning the word, don’t have many 

vocabularies,  and students confused with sentence structure. Then, when 

the students felt difficult to find an english expression, they ask to their 

teacher, their friends, open dictionary, prediction, and sometime they are 

lazy to open dictionary or ask the teacher in order to know the meaning of 

the word,etc. So, the researcher assumed that the students need more 

practise and motivation to improve their reading skills and comprehending 

reading text. 

C. Discussion 

 

This research was conducted at the eight graders of SMP Darul Ulum 

Sekampung In The Academic Year of 2018/2019. It means that the result of this 

research was definity and limited only on these participant in that place and time. 

In other words, the result might be different when it was conducted in the 

different place, time, and participant even thought it had the same matter. 
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In addition, from the result of the research data analysis in prevesious 

elaboration, the researcher found that the students ' reading skill of describtive text 

were still low and needed to be enhanced. It can be seen from their result in 

reading describtive text that have done by students. 

 Based on the analysis that has been conducted by researchers to 10 

respondents, there are results that there are 4 The Measurement of Reading skills 

namely Clarity, Voice, Influency and comprehension. On clarity there were 2 

respondents belonging to the "good" category (20%), 3 respondents belonging to 

the "fair" category (30%) and 5 respondents in the category of "poor" (50%). For 

voice there are 3 respondents included in the category of "good" (30%), 3 

respondents included in the category of "fair" (30%) and 4 respondents in the 

category of "poor" (40%). Then for influency there are 2 respondents included in 

the category of "good" (20%), 3 respondents included in the category of "fair" 

(30%) and 5 respondent in the category of "poor" (50%). For comprehend there 

are 3 respondents are categorized as "good" (30%), 1 respondent in the category 

of "fair" (10%), 60 respondents in the category of "poor" (60%). 

To solve the students difficulties that they have, the researcher can 

concluded that students should learn more the method and strategies how to read 

and comprehend a text was easier. It can help the students when their 

comprehending a text. Beside, the studentscan enrich vocabulary because it can 

help them when the students was reading a text. So, the students did not need 

open dictionary to find the difficult word in the sentences. Then, sometimes the 
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teacher give some advice or motivation for them in order to improve their 

difficulties in reading a text. 

The overall percentage of reading skills can be seen in the diagram below: 

Figure 3 

Persentace of the result 

 

 

Based on the diagram above, the percentage of the reading skill there are 

0% of responden in the category “excellen”, 30% of respondents in the category 

"good", 20% of respondents in the category "fair", and 50% of respondents in the 

category "poor". It can be concluded that the student need more learn how to read 

a text easily, so the students can answer all of the questions correctely. 
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CHAPTER V  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  

A. Conclusion  

Based on the result of the data analysis, the researcher was eagerly 

going to deduce this research that some kinds of reading skill, it can be 

defined that there are some Reading skill in descriptive text among the eighth 

grades at SMP Darul Ulum Sekampung. It is concluded that kinds of Reading 

skill in descriptive text among the eighth grades at SMP Darul Ulum 

Sekampung in the Academic Year of 2018/2019 are the student fully 

understood the text. 

Most of the students have low vocabulary. They find difficulties to 

remember word meaning, so they do not understand the text, especially 

descriptive text, in addition, they have a problem in read sentence by 

sentence. It also can make the students confuse to understanding the text. 

The use of reading skill of the students is still in limited kind of reading 

skill. All of reading skill are still found in the 10 recount students’ of SMP 

Darul Ulum Sekampunf in Academic Year of 2018/2019. 

B. Suggestion  

After conducting and gaining the result of this research, the 

researcher is going to constructively give suggestions as follows: 

 

  

1. The institution and the scientific writers  
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a. The institution should pay many attention for the students who want 

to study about the Reading Skill.  

b. Being aware of this research is not perfect enough, the researcher 

hopes that there will be other researchers who want to investigate in 

the theme of reading skill in the future time.  

2. For the researcher  

After analyzing reading skill in the topic of Descriptive Text. It is 

suggested that the researcher should enrich knowledge and dig up various 

language input related on reading skill.  
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Appendix :Picture of Research toward Students at the Eighth Grade of SMP 

Darul Ulum Sekampung 

 
Picture 1.The Researcher Introduced himself in front of  the class 

 

Picture 2.The Researcher explained the procedure of answering the test 
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Picture 3.The Researcher gave the text about descriptive to the students 

 
Picture 4.The Researcher asked the students to answer the test, the time is an 

hour. 
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Picture 5.The Students answered the interview questionnaire sheet 
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Appendix  :Infrastructure 

 

1) Classroom  6  (rooms) 

2) Doemitory  4  (rooms) 

3) Office    1  (room) 

4) Audio Visual Room 1  (room) 

5) Cooperative Room 1  (room) 

6) Computer Lab  1  (room) 

7) Warehouse   1  (room) 

8) Library   1  (room) 

9) Toilet    1  (room) 
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